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JCPOA 

It refers to Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. It is commonly known as Iran nuclear deal or Iran 

deal. It is an agreement on the Iranian nuclear program reached in Vienna on July 14, 2015, between 

Iran and the P5+1 (the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council—China, 

France, Russia, United Kingdom, United States—plus Germany) together with the European Union. 

JCPOA began with the adoption of the Joint Plan of Action in November 2013 and after twenty 

months of negotiations and final agreement on April 2015; in July 2015 Iran and the P5+1 confirmed 

agreement on the plan along with the "Roadmap Agreement" between Iran and the IAEA. 

On 5 January 2020, after the Baghdad Airport Airstrike that targeted and killed Iranian general 

Qassem Soleimani, Iran declared that it is withdrawing from the JCPOA deal completely but would 

continue to coordinate with the IAEA, leaving open the possibility of resuming compliance. 

 

World Hindi Day : 

It is celebrated globally every year on 10th January. The day is celebrated to promote the use of 

Hindi language worldwide and also to present Hindi as an international language. Hindi is the 4th 

most spoken language of the world. Various constitutional provisions like Article 120, Article 210, 

Article 343, Article 344 and Articles from 348 to 351 are aimed at the promotion of Hindi. The World 

Hindi Day was observed first time in 2006. The 1st World Hindi Conference was inaugurated by the 

then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in Nagpur on January 10, 1975. 

Hindi Divas which is celebrated in India is different from World Hindi Day as Hindi Divas is celebrated 

on 14th September. It was on this day that Hindi was recognized as an official language of India. 

 

International 
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British Parliament 

The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as 

the UK Parliament, British Parliament or Westminster Parliament. The British Parliament is bicameral 

but has three parts, consisting of the Sovereign (Queen-in-Parliament), the House of Lords, and the 

House of Commons (the primary chamber). The two houses meet in the Palace of Westminster in 

the City of Westminster, one of the inner boroughs of the capital city, London. House of Lords of the 

United Kingdom is its Upper House.  

Britain's parliament has finally approved Boris Johnson's Brexit deal allowing it to become the first 

country to leave the European Union by the end of this month. The approval has ended years of 

arguments that toppled two governments and divided a nation.  Withdrawal Agreement Bill was 

passed by lawmakers by 330-231 votes. The bill will now be tabled in the House of Lords. 

 

Croatia 

Croatia, officially the Republic of Croatia, is a country at the crossroads of Central and Southeast 

Europe, on the Adriatic Sea. It borders Slovenia to the northwest, Hungary to the northeast, Serbia 

to the east, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Montenegro to the southeast, sharing a maritime border 

with Italy. The capital of Croatia is Zagreb and the currency used here in Croatian Kuna. 

Former Prime Minister of Croatia, Zoran Milanovic, has recently won the presidential election on 09 

January 2020. He belongs Social Democratic Party(SDP). He defeated centre-right incumbent Kolinda 

Grabar-Kitarovic, who was the first female president of Croatia. 
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Spain: It is a continental European territory. It is situated on the Iberian Peninsula. Spain is the 

sixth largest country in Europe and the fifth in the European Union. The capital of Spain is Madrid. 

Spanish is its official language and the currency used here is Euro. 

The Parliament of Spain has confirmed that Socialist leader Pedro Sanchez is the Prime Minister of 

the country. Mr. Sanchez won 167 votes in the 350-seat Assembly compared to 165 votes against 

Catalan and Basque separatist MPs. He will hold the office for another term at the helm of the 

country's first-ever coalition government since its return to democracy in the 1970s. 

He is planning to form the first coalition government in Spain since the country returned to 

democracy following the death of longtime dictator Francisco Franco in 1975. 

 

 

Pentagon: 

The Pentagon is the headquarters building  of Department of Defense of the United States . As a 

symbol of the U.S. military, the phrase The Pentagon is also often used as a metonym for the 

Department of Defense and its leadership. 

The Pentagon on Monday distanced itself from President Donald Trump’s assertions that he would 

bomb Iranian cultural sites despite international prohibitions on such attacks. The split between the 

president and his Pentagon chief came amid heightened tensions with Tehran following a U.S. drone 

strike that killed Gen. Qassem Soleimani, the head of Iran’s elite Quds Force. Mark Esper said the US 

military will "follow the laws of armed conflict" and the said rules prohibit targeting cultural sites. 
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Sri Lanka: 

It is officially the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, is an island country in South Asia, located 

in the Indian Ocean to the southwest of the Bay of Bengal and to the southeast of the Arabian Sea. 

The Capital of Sri Lanka is Colombo. The currency used here is Sri Lankan rupee. 

Recently, in Sri Lanka, Tamil National Alliance (TNA) today urged President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to 

take steps to fully settle the Tamil National issue and continue with the process initiated by the 

former government to draft a new constitution. TNA MP M.A. Sumanthiran asserted that Tamil 

minorities are ready and willing to settle the national question on the basis of a united, undivided, 

and indivisible country that recognizes the diversity and equality of its different people. 

The 13th amendment was brought up as part of Indo-Sri Lanka accord in 1987 and provincial 

councils were set up as part of devolution of powers, to meet the aspirations of Tamil minorities. 
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NSE Knowledge Hub: It refers to National Stock Exchange knowledge Hub. The NSE 

Knowledge Hub is an Artificial Intelligence (AI) powered learning ecosystem that will assist the 

banking, financial services and insurance (BFSI) sector.  

The Union Minister of Railways and Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal inaugurated the NSE 

Knowledge Hub which was launched by NSE Academy. This Artificial Intelligence (AI)-powered 

learning ecosystem is wholly owned subsidiary of the National Stock Exchange (NSE). The knowledge 

hub created by NSE in the national capital will fill in these gaps and help the financial sector to move 

into the future. The knowledge hub will help academic institutions in preparing future ready talent 

skilled for the financial services industry by selecting, organizing and maintaining the content for 

learners from many internal, external and premium sources for a personalized learning experience. 

The hub will be available in mobiles also which will bring the world-class content and learners 

together through this platform. The Union Minister said that AI and Machine Learning will contribute 

USD 1 trillion by 2035 and he further added that this is a good beginning by NSE to tap the potential 

of AI and use it as a tool to create a workforce in the BFSI sector in India.  

 

CAIT 

It refers to Confederation of All India Traders. CAIT organised a three-day National Traders 

Convention at Ramlila Maidan in New Delhi on 06 January 2020. The convention was inaugurated by 

the Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. The aim of this convention will be to discuss role of 

trading community in achieving 5 trillion dollar economy goal. The conclave will deliberate upon 

various core issues concerning traders, taxation structure including "onslaught of e-commerce 

companies on retail trade by their mal-practices and violation of FDI policy. Thousands of traders 

from all over the country are attending the three-day convention of CAIT. At the inauguration, the 

Union Defense Minister Rajnath Singh appreciating the contribution of traders in national economy. 

He also declared that the Union Government is committed to protect the traders from onslaught of 

e-commerce companies like Amazon and Flipkart and to promote ease of doing business. He assured 

National 
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the traders that whoever big may be will not be allowed under any circumstances to violate the FDI 

policy and law. 

 

IGGL: 

It is the acronym of the Indradhanush Gas Grid Limited. IGCL is a joint venture company of five 

central public sector enterprises, namely Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL), Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC), Oil India and Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL), Gas Authority of India Limited 

(GAIL) and Oil India Limited IL). The joint venture was incorporated in August 2018 to develop and 

operate a natural gas pipeline grid in the North-East. 

The Union Government has approved Viability Gap Funding (VGF) worth Rs 5559 crores to set up a 

1656 Km long Indradhanush Natural Gas Pipeline Grid project in the North East. The project was 

approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on January 8, 2020. The amount will be 

used to set up Natural Gas Pipeline Grid connecting 8 North Eastern states. The North Eastern states 

include Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Tripura and Nagaland. 

This is the second such funding approved by the Union Government for a gas pipeline project. 

Indradhanush Gas Grid project is expected to provide natural gas to different types of customers and 

also reduce the dependence on liquid fuels. 

The Natural Gas Pipeline Grid project is a significant step towards achieving the central 

government’s Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for the North-East. 
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Pravasi Bharatiya Divas  

: The Pravasi Bharatiya Diva (PBD) is celebrated on the 9th of January every year. It is celebrated on 

9th January because on this day in 1915 Mahatma Gandhi returned from South Africa and led 

freedom struggle of India. The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention was established in 2003 and is 

being celebrated since then. The event is organized by the Ministry of External Affairs every year on 

this day. The day was widely celebrated in Singapore in 2018 by the Government of India and in 

Varanasi in 2019.  

This year the 16th edition of Pravasi Bhartiya Divas is celebrated across the country. The day is 

celebrated every year to mark the contribution of the overseas Indian community in the 

development of India. The conventions aim to provide a platform to the Non-resident Indians (NRIs) 

community to engage with the Indian government and promote unity among Indian Diaspora living 

abroad. 

on this occasion, the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman is being presented to honor exceptional NRIs (Non-

Resident Indians) or PIOs (Person of Indian Origin), who have made a significant contribution in 

supporting, promoting and building India’s links overseas. The award is presented by the President 

of India. 

 

Infosys Prize 2019 

The Infosys Science Foundation (ISF) conferred Infosys Prize 2019 to 6 winners. The prestigious 

award was presented by Bharat Ratna & Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Science 1998 winner, 

Prof. Amartya Kumar Sen on Tuesday, 7th January 2020 at Bengaluru. The event was attended by 

academicians and scientists along with trustees of the Infosys Science Foundation.  

The prize was first awarded in the year 2008. Since then the awards ceremony has been organized 

annually and funded by the Infosys Science Foundation (ISF) for outstanding achievement across six 

different fields. The winners of the 2019 award are:-  

* Anand Pandian (Professor, Johns Hopk Engineering and Computer Science) for Social Science. 

* Sunita Sarawagi (Institute Chair Professor, IIT Bombay) for Engineering and Computer Science 

* Manjula Reddy (Chief Scientist, CSIR Hyderabad) for Life Science. 

* Manu Devadevan (Assitant Professor, IIT Mandi) for Humanities 



9 
www.civilserviceindia.com 
 

* Siddhartha Mishra (Professor, ETH Zurich) for Mathematical Science 

* Govindasamy Mugesh (Professor, IISc Bengaluru) for Physical Science. 

Infosys Prize: The Infosys Prize is an annual award given to scientists, researchers, engineers and 

social scientists of Indian Origin (not necessarily born in India) by the Infosys Science Foundation and 

ranks among the highest monetary awards in India to recognize research. The prize for each 

category includes a pure gold medal, a citation and prize money of USD 100,000. 

 

 

National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal 

Union Minister for Home Affairs Amit Shah dedicated National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal to the 

Nation today. He also inaugurated a state-of-the-art-centre for Indian Cyber Crime Coordination 

Centre (I4C) in the event. This state-of-the-art Centre is located in New Delhi.  

National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal: National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal 

www.cybercrime.gov.in portal was launched on August 30,2019. It is a citizen-centric initiative that 

will enable citizens to report cyber-crimes online through the portal. All the cyber-crime related 

complaints will be accessed by the concerned law enforcement agencies in the States and Union 

Territories for taking action as per law.  

Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C): The scheme was approved in October 2018 at an 

estimated cost of around 416 crore rupees to deal with all types of cyber-crimes in a comprehensive 

and coordinated manner.  

It has seven components of 14C are - National Cyber Crime Threat Analytics Unit, National Cyber 

Crime Reporting Portal, National Cyber Crime Training Centre, Cyber Crime Ecosystem Management 

Unit, National Cyber Crime Research and Innovation Centre, National Cyber Crime Forensic 

Laboratory Ecosystem and Platform for Joint Cyber Crime Investigation Team. 

At the initiative of Home Ministry, 15 States and UTs have given their consent to set up Regional 

Cyber Crime Coordination Centre. 
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APEDA:It is an acronym for Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority. APEDA is an apex body under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of 

India and  is responsible for the export promotion of agricultural products. It is mandated with the 

responsibility of promotion and development of the export of its scheduled products. It was formed 

in 1986 and it’s headquartered in New Delhi. 

In a statement APEDA on 5th January 2020 announced that eight states namely Maharashtra, Kerala, 

Uttar Pradesh, Nagaland, Assam, Tamil Nadu, Punjab and Karnataka have finalized their action plan 

for Agriculture Export Policy (AEP) with an aim to double export as well as the income of the farmer. 

APEDA has been adopting a focused approach for ensuring greater involvement of the state 

governments for effective implementation of Agri Export Policy (AEP). The AEP was approved by the 

Union Cabinet in 2018. 

To ensure effective implementation of Aep, APEDA held a series of meetings with state government 

officials and other stakeholders for preparation of state action plan which included all essential 

components like production clusters, capacity building, infrastructure and logistics and research and 

development and budget requirements for the implementation of AEP. State level monitoring 

committees have been formed in many of the states and cluster visits have been made by APEDA 

nodal officers to several product clusters. The product clusters selected are Jalandhar,(Potato), 

Sangli,(Grapes), Salem, (Poultry products), Theni,  (Banana), Chittoor,  (Mango), Indore, (Onion), 

Jodhpur,  (Isabgol) and Chikkaballapur, (Rose Onion). 

The states have setup a market intelligence cell in APEDA that reports the activity of e-market 

intelligence comprising of detailed market analysis, international trade issues, current scenario of 

the interest to Indian exporters in important markets and statistical information.  

APEDA has signed a MoU with the National Cooperative Development Corporation to include co-

operatives for their active role in AEP. It has also set up a ‘Farmer Connect Portal’ on its website to 

provide a platform for Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) and Farmer Producer Companies 

(FPCs) to interact with exporters. Over 800 FPOs have been registered on the portal already. The 

policy aims to double agricultural exports from 30 billion USD to 60 billion USD by 2022. 

 

Indian policy News 
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India and UK: The Union Cabinet chaired by the PM Narendra Modi approved the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and the United Kingdom on 8 January 

2020 for enabling self-sufficiency for Indian railways. It was signed by the Ministry of Railways with 

Department for International Development and the Government of the United Kingdom on 

December 2, 2019. Under the agreement, the two nations agreed to jointly work towards adopting 

energy efficiency practices, enabling Fuel efficiency. 

The objective of the MoU is to integrate renewable energy into electricity grid of railways. 

Workshops trainings and technological exchanges on emerging technologies on renewable energy 

will be conducted with the help of the UK Government. It will also aid in deploying Electric Vehicle 

Charging Infrastructure. 

 

India and Sweden: The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister  Narendra Modi, apprised of the 

Agreement on cooperation in polar science between the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), India 

and Ministry of Education and Research, Sweden. The agreement was signed on 2nd December 2019 

during the visit of Their Majesties of the Kingdom of Sweden to India. 

India and Sweden are signatories to the Antarctic Treaty and Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty on 

Environmental Protection. Sweden, one of the eight Arctic states is a member state in the Arctic 

Council while India has the observer status in the Arctic Council.AS both the nations has a vigorous 

scientific program in the Polar Regions, both in Arctic and Antarctic so the  collaboration between 

India and Sweden will enable the sharing of expertise between them. 

 

. 

 



12 
www.civilserviceindia.com 
 

India and BMGF: The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has 

given its ex-post-facto approval on the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between Department of 

Health & Family Welfare (DOHFW), Government of India and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

(BMGF) on cooperation in the field of Health. The agreement was signed in November, 2019 during 

the visit of Mr. Bill Gates, Co-Chair and Trustee of BMGF to Delhi. The BMGF agreed to work with the 

Ministry to strengthen health sector of the country.  

The MoC aims to reduce child mortality, morbidity, maternal mortality and neonatal mortality, 

reduce burden of diseases such as Lymphatic Filariasis, Visceral Leishmaniasis and TB, improve 

quality of family planning methods, and to strengthen health systems, including aspects such as 

budget utilization, management and skills of human resources for health, digital health, 

strengthening supply chains and monitoring systems. 

A Program Action Committee (PAC) is to be set up to further elaborate the details of cooperation 

and to oversee the implementation of this Memorandum of Cooperation. 

 

India and France: The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has 

given its approval for the ratification of Migration and Mobility Partnership Agreement between 

India and France. The Agreement was signed in March, 2018 during the State Visit of the French 

President to India and it is valid for 7 years and incorporates provisions for auto-renewal. 

The agreement not only aims to foster the mobility of students, researchers, academics, and skilled 

professionals between the countries but also strengthen cooperation on issues including human 

trafficking and irregular migration.  

The Agreement marks India's expanded multi-faceted relationship and confidence with France. 
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India-Mongolia: On January 8, 2020, the Union Cabinet chaired by PM Modi approved the 

agreement between India and Mongolia to explore outer space for civilian and peaceful purposes. 

The agreement was signed on September 20, 2019 in New Delhi during the state visit of President of 

Mongolia to India. 

This Agreement shall enable cooperation in the potential fields such as, space science, technology 

and applications including remote sensing of the earth, satellite communication and satellite based 

navigation, Space science and planetary exploration, use of spacecraft and space systems and 

ground system, and application of space technology. 

Under the agreement, there is a plan to set up a Joint Working Group, drawing members from 

Department of Space (DOS) and Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and Communications and 

Information Technology Authority of the Government of Mongolia. The joint working group will 

chalk out the plan of action and the means of implementing the agreement. 
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US Space Force: The United States Space Force is the space operations service branch of the 

U.S. Armed Forces. It is one of the eight U.S. uniformed services. It is the sixth branch of the U.S. 

military, and the youngest as well as the first new armed service since the establishment of the 

independent U.S. Air Force in 1947. It was founded on 20 December 2019 and its Commander-in 

Chief is President Donald Trump. It is headquartered in the Pentagon, Arlington County, Virginia, 

United States. 

The President of United States Donald Trump has signed the 2020 National Defense Authorization 

Act which authorizes the establishment of US Space Force. The Space Force would be part of the 

Department of the Air Force. The launch of the Space Force which will be led by Air Force General 

Jay Raymond will be funded initially an amount of $40m for its first year. 

HSFC: It is an acronym for Human Space Flight Centre.  HSFC is a body under ISRO to coordinate 

Indian Human Spaceflight Programme. The HSFC was formally announced in January 2019. Currently 

it works from a temporary place at the ISRO headquarters in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has proposed 2,700-crore master plan to create top 

infrastructure that will house its young Human Space Flight Centre (HSFC) which will become the 

single-stop consolidating infrastructure and activities related to space travelers. This was announced 

by ISRO Chairman and Secretary, Department of Space K Sivan on 6 January 2020. This astronaut hub 

will be established Challakere, Chitradurga district of Karnataka. The expensive facility for training 

astronauts will be established on 400 acres of land.  After establishing the centre, everything 

connected with events and planning of the Human Spaceflight Programme (HSP) will be moved to 

the Challakere campus. The facility is expected to become operational in 3 years. Challakere is also 

known as Science City and houses ISRO facilities and those of the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation’s Advanced Aeronautical Test Range, the Bhabha Atomic Research 

Centre and the Indian Institute of Science.  

The main aim of ISRO is to establish a self-contained training facility here and bring all the features 

that are provided by Russia and begin training astronauts within the country as India is all set to send 

its first manned mission Gaganyaan into space. ISRO In July 2019 had signed a deal with Russia’s 

Glavkosmos, a subsidiary of the state-run Roscosmos State Corporation to help with training and 

provide support in conducting medical examinations of the astronauts. At present, India is paying a 

huge sum to Russia for the training of the first set of four astronaut candidates for the first 

Gaganyaan mission of 2022. Currently, HSP work is split across various centres like Vikram Sarabhai 

Space Centre in Thiruvananthapuram and the U.R. Rao Satellite Centre in Bengaluru.  

Science and Technology 



15 
www.civilserviceindia.com 
 

 

Goldilocks Zone: It is a Zone that refers to the habitable zone around a star where the 

temperature is just right which is not too hot and not too cold for liquid water to exist on an planet. 

Scientists are always looking for planets in the Goldilocks Zone to hone in their search for Earth-like 

planets that could contain life. 

For the first time, American space agency NASA's planet-hunter satellite Transiting Exoplanet Survey 

Satellite (TESS) has discovered an Earth-sized world within the habitable range of stars, which could 

allow the presence of liquid water. The newfound exoplanet named "TOI 700 d", is relatively close to 

Earth- only 100 light-years away. This new found exoplanet has become a good place for the 

scientists for their follow-up observations by other instruments. 

TESS: It refers to Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite. It is  NASA's planet hunter satellite. It was 

designed and launched specifically to find Earth-sized planets orbiting nearby stars. It was launched 

in April 2018. The satellite hunts for planets using the "transit method," looking for telltale dips in 

stellar brightness caused by orbiting worlds crossing stars' faces from the satellite's perspective.  

As per the reports of astronomers, based on Kepler space mission data in November 2013, there 

could be as many as 40 billion Earth-sized planets orbiting in the habitable zones of Sun-like stars 

and red dwarfs in the Milky Way, 11 billion of which may be orbiting Sun-like stars. Kelper is NASA's 

space telescope. 
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MECOS: It refers to Marine Ecosystems-Challenges and Opportunities. The 3rd international 

symposium on MECOS-3 is to be held in Kochi, Kerala from 7th to 10th January 2020. MECOS-3 

symposium is conducted by the Marine Biological association of India (MBAI). The meeting will be 

held at the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute in Kochi. 

Eminent marine scientists, oceanographers, fisheries researchers and marine biotechnologists from 

across the globe are expected to participate in the third international symposium on marine 

ecosystems – challenges and opportunities (MECOS-3).  The symposium  will serve as a platform to 

hold discussions on a range of topics, including the impact of the climate crisis on marine ecosystems 

and the unusual warming of the Arabian Sea, depletion of resources, marine pollution and 

acidification of ocean among other problems. The symposium is aimed at reviewing the concerns 

involved in the marine ecosystem and formulating strategies for the better and sustainable 

utilization of marine wealth by enhancing livelihood options. The meet will also focus on the UN’s 

sustainable development goal-14 (life under water), development of small-scale fisheries, recent 

developments in aquaculture, eco-labeling and green fishing technologies. 

On the occasion, the 3rd Dr S Jones memorial prize, instituted by the MBAI for outstanding 

contributions in marine biology and fisheries, will be presented to Dr T Balasubramanian, Vice 

Chancellor of Chettinad University in Chennai. 

 

Volcano:  

The giant Rafflesia tuan-mudae: It is a fleshy red flower with white blister-like spots 

on its enormous petals. The flowers bloom will only last about one week before it will wither and 

rot. It was named Rafflesia after British colonialist Sir Stamford Raffles who spotted one in Indonesia 

in the early 19th Century. The parasitic bloom is sometimes referred to as corpse flower because it  

mimics the stench of rotting meat to attract insects. The species grows in several Southeast Asian 

countries, including the Philippines where a 100 centimeter specimen was recorded. 

Indonesian conservationists just found one of the world's largest flowers the giant Rafflesia tuan-

mudae blooming in an Indonesian jungle which came in at a whopping 111 centimeters (3.6 foot) in 

Environment & Climate News 



17 
www.civilserviceindia.com 
 

diameter. This Rafflesia flower is bigger than the previous record of 107 centimeters on a bloom also 

found in the jungles of West Sumatra several years ago. 

Indonesia's Amorphophallus titanum, a phallus-shaped flower that can reach heights of up to three 

meters (10 feet) also has this noxious smell. 

 

Fukushima: It is a place in Japan where nearly 10 years ago due to the deadly earthquake and 

tsunami there was a terrifying nuclear meltdown. The authorities had evacuated the local population 

and set up an ‘exclusion zone’ around the plant due to the high levels of radiation just like Chernobyl 

in 1986. 

 University of Georgia researchers have found that nearly a decade after the nuclear accident in 

Japan's Fukushima, wildlife populations are abundant in areas void of human life. No evidence of 

radiation impacting mammal or bird communities has been found. 

The study that was published in the Journal of Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, reports 

that more than 20 species, including wild boar, Japanese hare, macaques, pheasant, fox and the 

raccoon dog – a relative of the fox – are alive and well in various areas of the landscape. 

Photographic data was gathered from 106 camera sites from three zones for 120 days 

 

Tropical Storm Dorian: Hurricane Dorian was the 4th named storm, second hurricane, and 

first major hurricane of the 2019 Atlantic hurricane season. Dorian formed on August 24, 2019 from 

a tropical wave in the Central Atlantic and gradually strengthened as it moved toward the Lesser 

Antilles, becoming a hurricane on August 28.  
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Hurricanes like Durian are formed when once a hurricane makes landfall, the sea level rise created 

by global warming can exacerbate its effects by amplifying storm surge. A hurricane's strong winds 

will push water toward the shore, causing extreme flooding in a relatively short time. 

Recently, The Governor of the US territory of Puerto Rico declared a state of emergency on Tuesday 

after a powerful 6.4 magnitude earthquake killed at least one person in the south of the island and 

caused widespread damage. As per the National Hurricane Center (NHC), up to 15cm (6in) of rain 

could fall in Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic, where swells along coastlines could cause "life-

threatening surf and rip current conditions. President Donald Trump has approved an emergency 

declaration. The move authorizes US federal agencies to provide assistance and co-ordinate disaster 

relief. 
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Leo Carter: He is a left handed batsman from New Zealand. He was part of New Zealand's 

squad for the 2014 ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup. In June 2018, he was awarded a contract with 

Canterbury for the 2018–19 season. 

New Zealand first-class cricketer Leo Carter has become the seventh batsman in the history of 

cricket to smash six 6s in an over. He achieved the feat in New Zealand’s domestic T20 tournament 

Super Smash. Representing Canterbury, he smashed Knight’s bowler Anton Devcich for six 6s in the 

16th over of the innings. Carter achieved the feat in New Zealand's domestic T20 tournament Super 

Smash. While playing for Canterbury, he scored 6 sixes against Northern Knights. He has not only 

become the 4th batsman to have scored six 6s in an international T20I but also the first New 

Zealand's batsman . 

Other 6 players who have achieved the feat are: Gary Sobers from West Indies, Ravi Shastri and 

Yuraj Singh both from India, Herschelle Gibbs from South Africa, Ross Whiteley from England and 

Hazratullah Zazai from Afghanistan.  Yuvraj is the only batsman to have scored six 6s in an 

international T20I. He had done so in the inaugural T20 World Cup against England in 2007. 

. 

Khelo India University Games: The first edition of Khelo India University Games was 

launched on the 6th of January with an aim to promote culture and excellence in competitive sports.  

The 1st edition of Khelo India University Games is scheduled to be held at the Kalinga Institute of 

Industrial Technology (KIIT) University in Bhubaneswar, Odisha from February 22 to March 1, 2020. 

Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju and Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik unveiled the logo and 

jersey of Khelo India University Games. 

The event will witness more than 4,000 athletes from 100 Universities across India compete for top 

honours in 17 different disciplines namely archery, athletics, boxing, fencing, judo, swimming, 

weight-lifting, wrestling, badminton, basketball, football, hockey, table tennis, tennis, volleyball, 

rugby and kabaddi will participate in the Khelo India University Games.  

Sports News 
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Bhubaneswar: Bhubaneswar also known as the Temple City is the capital and largest city of the 

Indian state of Odisha. It is a centre of economic, educational and cultural importance of East India. 

Bhubaneshwar has gained the repute of being the Sports Capital of India 

 

Hastings International Chess title: The Hastings International Chess Congress is an 

annual chess tournament which takes place in Hastings, England, around the turn of the year.  

P Magesh Chandran of India has won the title in the 95th edition of the prestigious Hastings 

International Chess Congress at Hastings in England. France’s Romain Edouard took the second spet. 

He was the only player to end the tournament a half-point behind Chandran. 

 

63rd National Shooting Championship:  

The 63rd National shooting championship for rifle and pistol was held at the Madhya Pradesh 

Shooting Academy in Goregaon, Bhopal.  

Indian ace shooter Saurabh Chaudhary has won the men’s 10 metres air pistol gold medal at the 

63rd National Shooting Championship in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. UP's 17 year old finished at the 

top with a 246.4 classy shot. Sarabjot Singh of Haryana came second while world's number two 

Abhishek Verma settled for bronze in a high-quality final. 
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CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award: Krishnamachari Srikkanth and Anjum Chopra 

will be conferred with the CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award Board of Control for Cricket in 

India (BCCI) at the BCCI Annual Award function which will be held in Mumbai on 12 January 2020. 

Srikkanth and Anjum will be conferred with the Lifetime Achievement award for their contributions 

to Indian cricket.  

BCCI Awards: The BCCI Awards are a set of annual cricket awards given by the Board of Control for 

Cricket in India (BCCI). The awards recognise and honour the best Indian international and domestic 

cricketers of the past year. The awards were first given in 2006–07. 

 

3rd Khelo India Youth Games: The third edition of Khelo India Youth Games began in 

Guwahati with a grand and spectacular opening ceremony. Chief Minister Sarbanand Sonowal 

inaugurated the games. The games are beong held between 10th and 22nd of this January 2020. 

6500 athletes from 37 teams will be participating in the event. 20 national level multidisciplinary 

grassroots games along with Cycling and Lawn Bowls which are added in this edition will be held in 

the games. 
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RBI: It refers to Reserve Bank of India. The RBI is India's central bank, which controls the issue and 

supply of the Indian rupee. RBI is the regulator of entire Banking in India. RBI plays an important part 

in the Development Strategy of the Government of India. It regulates commercial banks and non-

banking finance companies working in India. It serves as the leader of the banking system and the 

money market. It was founded on 1 April 1935 in Kolkata. It is headquartered in Mumbai. The 25th 

Governor of RBI is Shaktikant Das. 

Recently, on 9th january 2020 The RBI amended the Know Your Customer (KYC) norms for banks and 

other lending institutions. RBI, under the new amendments in KYC norms allows these lending 

institutions to use video-based Customer Identification Process (V-CIP).   

The V-CIP is consent based alternate method of establishing the customer’s identity and for 

customer onboarding from remote areas while leveraging the digital channels for the Customer 

Identification Process (CIP) by Regulated Entities (REs). It also provides comfortability to banks and 

other regulated entities while holding to the RBI’s Know Your Customer (KYC) norms. The video files 

recorded as V-CIP are required to be stored bearing the date and time stamp while ensuring the 

safety and security of the video files. 

RBI has advised banks to capture clear image of PAN card produced by the customer during the 

Customer Identification Process (CIP) and has also advised the banks and other regulated entities to 

record the customer’s location (Geotagging) to ensure the customer’s physical presence in India. 

 

RBBG scheme: It stands for residential builder finance with buyer guarantee’ (RBBG) scheme. 

Recently, the State Bank of India announced the RBBG scheme with an aim to increasing residential 

sales and improving homebuyers’ confidence. The SBI will issue a guarantee for completion of select 

residential projects to customers who have availed home loans from it. 

Initially, the scheme will focus on housing projects that are affordable and priced up to 2.50 crore 

rupees in 10 cities. The bank, under this scheme will give guarantee until the project gets the 

occupation certificate (OC). 

 

 

Economic News 
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Manilal Doctor: His real name was Manilal Maganlal Shaw. His surname, Doctor, was derived from 

his father's profession. He was a British Indian barrister and politician, who travelled to numerous 

countries of the British Empire, including Fiji, Mauritius and Aden, providing legal assistance to the 

local ethnic Indian population. He was born on 28 July 1881 in Vadodara, Gujarat. He founded an 

organization named Indian Imperial Association. 

He graduated with LLB in 1903 and MA in 1904 from Bombay University. He then went to London as 

a student of Bar-at-Law in 1905 where he became an active member of the Home Rule Society and 

made regular contributions to the 'Indian Sociologist'. At the India House he came into contact with 

other Indian freedom fighters. In 1906, Manilal met M.K. Gandhi, who had become aware of the 

plight of the Indians in Mauritius. Gandhi was troubled by both the treatment of the Indian laborers 

and their lack of organization in demanding their rights as citizens of the British Empire. In response 

to his visit, he sent Manilal Doctor to Mauritius to assist the laborers in improving their social and 

political situation.  

Mauritius: Manilal arrived in Mauritius on 11 October 1907 and began work as a barrister. He 

organised the Indian community in the Mauritius which consisted of indentured and non-indentured 

workers. He founded Hindustani newspaper there and also helped establish the Arya Samaj in 

Mauritius. 11 October is celebrated as Manilal Day in Mauritius. 

Fiji: Manilal arrived in Suva, FIJI on 27 August 1912. He emerged as the leader of the Indian 

community in Fiji. The Indian Settler’ newspaper was setup by him. He also helped set up the Indian 

Imperial Association. 

Recently, January 8 was observed as the death anniversary of Manilal Doctor who was a close 

associate of Mahatma Gandhi and is also known for his efforts towards helping abolish the 

indentured labour system. 

 

Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar: He is the former Director-General (DG) of Central Reserve Police Force 

(CRPF). 1983 batch IPS officer Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar belongs to Uttar Pradesh cadre. He will lead the 

three lakh-strong CRPF at a time when the force has suffered reverses in the theatre of Naxal 

violence and is dealing with mounting protests in Jammu and Kashmir. 

He has been appointed as the third Advisor to the Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu 

and Kashmir. The other two Advisors are KK Sharma and Farooq Khan who were appointed on 14 

November 2019. The current Lieutenant Governor of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir is Girish 

Chandra Murmu. 

People in News 
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Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu National Award: The National Award for 

Excellence was instituted by the Muppavarapu Foundation, while the one for Social Service was 

launched by the Swarna Bharat Trust, in Hyderabad. The award carried a cash prize of Rs.5 lakh and 

citation. 

The first recipients of Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu National Award for Excellence and 

Muppavarapu National Award for Social Service were awarded to Famous Agricultural Scientist Prof. 

M S Swaminathan and Dr. Gutta Muniratnam respectively. 

Prof. M.S. Swaminathan was awarded for his significant contributions in the field of agriculture. Dr. 

G Muniratnam was awarded for his extraordinary contribution to improving the quality of people's 

lives through social service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kochi: It is a major port city on the south-west coast of India bordering the Laccadive Sea. It has 

been a port since 1341 when a flood carved out its harbor and opened it to Arab, Chinese and 

European merchants. It is part of the district of Ernakulam in the state of Kerala and is often referred 

to as Ernakulam. Kochi is the most densely populated city in Kerala 

It is in Kochi that the Global Investors Meet 'ASCEND 2020' is being organized by the Industries 

Department of the state government.  

In the meeting, the government will highlight a Kochi-to-Palakkad integrated manufacturing cluster, 

a Rs.131 crore Defense Park at 60 acres in Ottapalam of Palakkad district and an electronic hardware 

park in Ernakulam district among 18 mega projects the state government. 

On the occasion, The Government of Kerala state will highlight the 18 mega projects in the meet, 

The projects that will be showcased are Kochi-to-Palakkad integrated manufacturing cluster, 

integrated solid-waste management systems in Thiruvananthapuram, an electronic hardware park in 

Places in News 
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Ernakulam district, Thrissur and Malappuram, a medium density fibreboard plant in Perumbavoor 

and a defense park at Ottappalam, and many other projects.  

The meeting will also highlight the Invest Kerala Portal: “invest.kerala.gov.in” The portal is a single-

window facilitator for easy investment promotion under its Ease of doing business initiatives. 

 

Uttar Pradesh: It is a state in northern India. It is the most populous state in India as well as 

the most populous country subdivision in the world. It was created on 1 April 1937 as the United 

Provinces of Agra and Oudh during British rule, and was renamed Uttar Pradesh in 1950. The 

Governor and Chief Minister of UP is Anandiben Patel and Yogi Adityanath respectively.  

Recently, the 2nd phase of Mission Indradhanush 2.0 rolled out at block level in 35 districts of Uttar 

Pradesh. The aim of the program launched by central government in 2017 is to achieve 90% 

vaccination coverage in children of less than 2 years in state. The program seeks to prevent 8 

diseases under the mission. 

Under the program the immunization activity will be in 4 rounds over 7 working days excluding the 

Regular immunization days, Sundays and holidays. About 66 thousand sessions will be organized for 

vaccination of more than 5.5 lakh children and around 1.3 lakh pregnant women of state. The focus 

of immunization is on urban, underserved population and tribal areas. Intensified Mission 

Indradhanush will be conducted till March 2020. 

 

West Bengal: West Bengal is a state in eastern India, between the Himalayas and the Bay of 

Bengal. Its capital, Kolkata (formerly Calcutta), retains architectural and cultural remnants of its past 

as an East India Company trading post and capital of the British Raj. It is India's fourth-most populous 

state. Jagdeep Dhankhar is the governor of West Bengal and Mamta Banerjee is the Chef Minster of 

West Bengal. 
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The 4th 2020 edition of ‘Buxa Bird Festival’ began on Monday in Buxa National Park in Alipurduar 

district of West Bengal. Over 50 birdwatchers from across India and abroad have registered in the 

festival. More than 300 rare species including the Sultan Tit, Greater Spotted Eagle and Great 

Hornbill visit the national park during this time of the year. Buxa is a heaven for bird enthusiasts who 

watch and click photographs of the migratory birds. These migratory birds come from colder regions 

in the northern hemisphere. 

 

Kolkata: It was previously known as Calcutta. It is the capital city of West Bengal. It is the 

seventh most populous city. It is the second largest city in India after Mumbai. It was established as 

an East India Company trading post. It was India's capital under the British Raj from 1773–1911.  

Recently, Kolkata Police started the 3rd edition of ‘Sukanya‘ project. The project aims to provide self-

defense training to girls studying in schools and colleges in the city. The third batch of ‘Sukanya’ 

started at 100 city-based schools and colleges situated in Kolkata Police jurisdiction. Sukanya project 

which is an initiative of the Kolkata Police’s Community Policing Wing is to provide self-defense 

training to girl students of city-based schools, colleges and universities. The initiative is funded by 

Women and Child Development and Social Welfare Department of the state government. 

 

Andra Pradesh: It is one of the 29 states of India, situated in the south-eastern part of the 

country. It is the eight-largest state in India. The Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act, 2014 states 

that Hyderabad is common capital of both Telangana and Andhra Pradesh states for a period of time 

not exceeding 10 years. Amaravati is a proposed and planned capital city of Andhra Pradesh. The 

Governor and Chief Minister of Andra Pradesh are Biswabhusan Harichandan and YS Jagan Mohan 

Reddy respectively. 

On January 9, 2020, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy launched Amma Vodi 

Scheme in Chittoor. Amma Vodi can be translated as 'mother's lap' in Telugu. It is one of the nine 

flagship programmes called Navratanalu of the Government of Andra Pradesh. The scheme will be 

implemented from January 26, 2020 (Republic Day). The Amma Vodi scheme is one of its first kind 

scheme in the country, which seeks to bring significant changes in the education system of Andhra 

Pradesh. The State Government has allocated Rs 6318 crores under the scheme. 
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The scheme aims to support low-income families in educating their children. Under the scheme, an 

amount of 15000 per annum will be given to these students belonging to Below Poverty Line 

provided there should be 75% attendance at school. The amount will be transferred directly into the 

bank accounts of the beneficiaries in January every year. 

 

Ahmedabad: Ahmadabad, in western India, is the largest city in the state of Gujarat and it is 

the former capital of the state. The Sabarmati River runs through its center. Mahatma Gandhi 

established Gandhi Ashram on the bank of river Sabarmati and selected Ahmadabad as his 

"Karmabhumi". Ahmadabad has been selected as one of the hundred Indian cities to be developed 

as a smart city under Government of India's flagship Smart Cities Mission. In July 2017, the Historic 

City of Ahmadabad or Old Ahmadabad, was declared as India's first UNESCO World Heritage 

The 31st International Kite Festival has been launched at Sabarmati river front in Ahmedabad, 

Gujarat. This festival is being hosted since 1989. Chief Minister Vijay Rupani inaugurated the 

colourful kite festival.  It will continue till 14th Jan- Makarsankranti- the festival of Kites in different 

parts of state.A large number of kite artists from across the world are participating in this event. The 

festival is also taking place at nine other places across the state including Statue of Unity-Kevadiya, 

Surat and Vadodara. 
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