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Arts and Culture

Satyajit Ray Award:Telugu filmmaker B
Gopal, alias Bejawada Gopal, has been
chosen for the fourth Satyajit Ray Award.

Key Highlights:

 He has been chosen for his overall
contribution to Indian cinema.

 He was selected by a panel
comprising Malayalam filmmaker
Balu Kiriyath, music director
Perumbavoor G Raveendranath and
others.

 Gopal has directed 30 films Telugu
films and two Hindi movies.

About Satyajit Ray Award:

 Instituted by the Satyajit Ray Film
Society Kerala, a state based
organisation, the award comprises a
memento, plaque and Rs 10,000
cash prize.

The previous recipients of the award
include eminent filmmaker and Dada
Saheb Phalke awardee, Adoor
Gopalakrishnan, actress Madhabi
Mukherjee and producer Mohan G.

Vayalar Award:Well known Malayalam
writer Benyamin has bagged the 45th
Vayalar Ramavarma Memorial Literary
Award for his book “Manthalirile 20
Communist Varshangal”.

 His novel was chosen for
recognition by an expert panel
comprising writers K R Meera,
George Onakkoor and C
Unnikrishnan.

About the Novel:

 A political satire, the novel revolves
around a nondescript village called
Manthalir and the influence of
religion and politics in its culture in
two decades.

About Vayalar Award:

 Vayalar award is instituted by the
Vayalar Ramavarma Memorial
Trust.

 The award comprises a cash prize
of Rs 1 lakh, a sculpture designed by
renowned sculptor Kanayi
Kunhiraman and a citation.
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'Ram Van Gaman' Tourism Circuit: The
Chief Minister (CM) of Chhattisgarh Shri
Bhupesh Baghel recently inaugurated the
redeveloped ancient Mata Kaushalya
temple, part of the “Ram Van Gaman”
Tourism Circuit.

Key Points:

 CM Baghel inaugurated the first
phase of the project in
Chandrakhuri village of Raipur
district. Chandkhuri is believed to
be the maternal home of Lord Ram.

 The State government is developing
it at a cost of ₹ 137.45 crore.

 Nine sites are being developed to
attract tourists to the circuit,
believed to be the route taken by
Lord Ram during his 14 year exile.

 The nine sites are Sitamarhi
Harchaika (Koriya), Ramgarh
(Ambikapur), Shivrinarayan (Janjgir
Champa), Turturiya (Baloda
Bazaar), Chandkhuri, Rajim
(Gariaband), Sihawa Saptarishi
Ashram (Dhamtari), Jagdalpur
(Bastar) and Ramaram (Sukma).

 On the occasion, Baghel also
unveiled a 51 feet tall magnificent
statue of Lord Ram, built at the
entrance of the temple.

 The remaining 74 destinations
would be developed in several
phases.

About Chhattisgarh:

 Chhattisgarh is a heavily forested
state in central India known for its
temples and waterfalls.

 It is one of the fastest developing
states in India.

 The state was formed on 1st
November 2000 by partitioning ten
Chhattisgarhi and six Gondi
speaking southeastern districts of
Madhya Pradesh.

 The capital city of Chattisgarh is
Raipur.

 The current Chief Minister and
Governor of Chhattisgarh are
Bhupesh Baghel and Anusuiya
Uikey respectively.

Maharajah Collection: The Tata group
recently reclaimed Air India, but the
priceless Air India art collection is not part
of the deal.

 This priceless collection is likely to
stay with the government.

About the collection:

 The ‘Maharajah collection’, as it is
called, has over 4,000 works,
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including by Jatin Das, Anjolie Ela
Menon, M F Husain and V S
Gaitonde.

 These were on display across Air
India offices, and on its calendars,
posters and menu cards.

 There are posters by cartoonist
Mario Miranda as well as ads
designed by The New Yorker
cartoonist Peter Arno, besides
paintings, textiles, sculptures, and
traditional wooden and bronze
artwork.

 No official estimate exists of the
worth of the entire collection.

Dussehra: Dussehra, also known as
Vijayadashami is an important Hindu
festival which signifies the victory of good
over evil.

Key Facts:

 It is celebrated at the end of Navratri
which is a nine day festival dedicated to
Mother Goddess Durga for killing the
evil demon Mahishasura.
o The word Navaratri literally means

nine nights in Sanskrit, nava
meaning nine and ratri meaning
nights.

o During these nine nights and ten
days, nine forms of Shakti / Devi
are worshipped.

 Note: In many places in South India,
the festival is celebrated in honour of
Maa Saraswati Hindu Goddess of
knowledge and arts.

 Dussehra is the day when the
Chamundeshwari Durga, an Indian
goddess, kills the Asura demon,
Mahishasura.

 This festival also marks the victory of
Ram, one of the Avatar of Vishnu, over
the Killing of the 10 headed Ravana, in
the great Indian epic of Ramayana.

 This annual festival falls on the tenth
day of Ashwin or Kartik months as per
the Hindu calendar.

 This year Dussehra was celebrated on
October 15, 2021

 On Dussehra, towering effigies of
demon King Ravana, Kumbhakaran and
Meghanad (symbolic of evil) are burnt
down with fireworks thus reminding
onlookers that no matter what, Good
always wins over Evil.

 According to the Hindu Mythology, it
was on the same day that Arjuna
annihilated the Kuru clan, including
great warriors like Bhisma, Drona,
Karna, Ashwathama, on his own in the
battle of Kurushetra in the Hindu epic
Mahabharata.

 Even this festival is known by different
names in different parts of India, the
essence of the festival remains the same
which is the victory of good over evil
and establishment of Dharma over
Adharma.
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Defence
\\

Ex Yudh Abhyas 2021: As part of the
ongoing Indo US Defence Cooperation, the
17th Joint Military Training Exercise “Ex
Yudh Abhyas 2021” is scheduled to be
conducted at Joint Base Elmendorf
Richardson, Alaska (USA) from 15 to 29
October 2021.

Key Highlights:

The previous version of this exercise was
held at Mahajan Field Firing Ranges in
Bikaner, Rajasthan in February 2021.

The Indian contingent will comprise of 350
personnel of an Infantry Battalion Group.

The exercise aims to further enhance
understanding, cooperation and
interoperability between the two Armies.

About the Exercise:

 The Exercise is the largest running
joint military training and defence
cooperation endeavour between
India and the USA.

 The joint exercise is hosted
alternately between both the
countries.

 The joint exercise will focus on
Combined Arms Manoeuvres in
cold climatic conditions and is
primarily aimed at sharing tactical
level drills and learning best
practices from each other.

 The exercise will culminate after a
48 hour long validation.

Exercise Malabar Phase II: The second
phase of multilateral maritime exercise
called “Exercise Malabar” kicked off in the
Bay of Bengal on 12th October 2021 for a
"free, open and inclusive" Indo Pacific.

Key Facts:

 The Indian Navy (IN) is
participating in the sea phase of
Exercise Malabar 2021 along with
the Royal Australian Navy (RAN)
the Royal Australian Navy (RAN),
Japan Maritime Self Defence Force
(JMSDF) and the United States
Navy (USN).

Note: The first phase of this exercise
was conducted from August 26 29, 2021
in Philippines sea.

 The exercise by the quadrilateral
nations is being conducted in the
Bay of Bengal from October 12 15,
2021.
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 India is represented by INS
Ranvijay, INS Satpura as well as P8I
Long Range Maritime Patrol
aircraft.

 US is represented by USS Lake
Champlain, two destroyers, and
USS Stockdale. It will also deploy
Aircraft Carrier USS Carl Vinson.

 Japanese Navy is represented by JS
Kaga and guided missile destroyer
Murasame besides their integral
SH60K helicopters.

 Australia is represented by Royal
Australian Navy will deploy HMAS
Ballarat and HMAS Sirius.

Significance:

 The Second Phase of the Malabar
exercise seeks to build synergic
coordination between the
participating nations.

 It will also enhance interoperability
developed during the First Phase of
the exercise.

 The main focus of this exercise is
on advanced surface and anti
submarine warfare exercises,
seamanship evolutions, and
weapon firings.

About Malabar exercise:

 Malabar exercise started as an
annual bilateral naval exercise in
the year 1992 between India and the
US.

 It comprises of a series of exercises,
increasing scope and complexity
over time.

Border Security Force (BSF): The Union
Home Ministry has expanded the powers of
the Border Security Force (BSF).

Key Points:

 The Centre amended Section 139 of
the Border Security Force (BSF) Act,
by extending the juridiction of BSF.

 As per the amended act, the BSF is
authorized to “arrest, search and
seize” to within 50 km from the
international boundary in Assam,
West Bengal and Punjab.

 They have been given the right to
take this action under the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC), NDPS
Act, Passport Act and Passport
(Entry to India) Act.

 The October 11 notification replaces
a 2014 order under the BSF Act,
1968, which also covered the States
of Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
Nagaland and Meghalaya.

 They also have the power to search
and arrest in Manipur, Tripura,
Mizoram, and Nagaland.

 According to a notification
published in the Gazette of India on
October 11, it will also be applicable
to the newly created Union
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh.

 It has also reduced the area covered
by the force in Gujarat.
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 Prior to this, the BSF’s limit was
fixed up to 80 km from the
international boundary in Gujarat
and 15 km in Rajasthan, Punjab,
West Bengal and Assam.

Significance:

 The amendment establishes
uniformity in defining the area
within which the BSF can operate”
as per its charter of duties.

 The enhancement of the powers of
BSF would enable improved
operational effectiveness in curbing
trans border crimes.

Limitations:

 After a suspect has been detained
or a consignment seized within the
specified area, the BSF can only
conduct “preliminary questioning”
and has to hand over the suspect to
the local police within 24 hours.

 The BSF does not have the powers
to prosecute crime suspects.

Why was this decision taken?

 This decision, as per the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) was taken
because of the recent incidents of
droppings of drone weapons from
across the border.

 This decision will help in curbing
illegal activities related to national
security across 10 states and 2
Union Territories.

About BSF:

 It refers to the Border Security
Force.

 The BSF is India's border guarding
organization on its border with

Pakistan and Bangladesh and has
been termed as the First Line of
Defence of Indian Territories.

 It is one of the five Central Armed
Police Forces of India.

 It was raised in the wake of the 1965
War on 1 December 1965.

 It is a Union Government Agency
under the administrative control of
Ministry of Home Affairs.

 It is the only Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) to have a Full
fledged Water Wing, Air Wing and
even an Artillery Regiment of its
own.

 The BSF has its own cadre of
officers but its head, designated as a
Director General (DG), since its
raising has been an officer from the
Indian Police Service.

 Border Security Force (BSF) is one
of the 7 recognized Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF), the other 6
being Assam Rifles (AR), Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF),
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), Indo Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), National Security Guard
(NSG) and Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB).

 It currently stands as the world's
largest border guarding force.

 Its motto is (Duty
Unto Death)
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Ordnance Factory Board (OFB): The
Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra
Modi recently dedicated seven new defence
companies, carved out of Ordnance
Factory Board (OFB), to the Nation.

Key Highlights:

 These new defence companies were
dedicated to the nation at a
function organized by Ministry of
Defence (MoD).

 The function was organized on the
occasion of ‘Vijayadashami’ in New
Delhi on October 15, 2021.

 The seven new Defence companies
are:
1. Armoured Vehicles Nigam

Limited (AVANI)
2. Munitions India Limited (MIL)
3. Advanced Weapons and

Equipment India Limited (AWE
India)

4. Yantra India Limited (YIL)
5. Troop Comforts Limited (TCL)

(Troop Comfort Items)
6. India Optel Limited (IOL)
7. Gliders India Limited (GIL)

 These companies have commenced
business from October 01, 2021.

Background:

The Government, to enhance functional
autonomy, efficiency and to unleash new
growth potential & innovation, had

decided to convert OFB from a
Government Department into seven 100%
Government owned corporate entities as a
measure to improve self reliance in the
defence preparedness of the country.

Aim:

 The main aim of this move is to
improve India’s self reliance in defence
preparedness.

 The Government's move of
restructuring was done with the
following objectives:
 To transform Ordnance Factories

into productive & profitable assets
 To improve expertise in product

range
 To improve quality
 To enhance cost efficiency
 To increase competitiveness
 To ensure self reliance in defence

preparedness.

About Ordnance Factory Board (OFB):

 OFB is an organization working
under the Department of Defence
Production (DDP) of Ministry of
Defence (MoD).

 There were 41 Indian Ordnance
Factories which now have been
converted into 7 Defence Public
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs).
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Economics

Gati Shakti National Master Plan: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi recently launched
a Rs 100 lakh crore national master plan
called “Gati Shakti National Master Plan".

Key Points:

 Gati Shakti is a digital platform
collaborating sixteen Central
Ministries and Departments for
integrated planning and
coordination to implement
infrastructure connectivity projects
of more than 1,200 industrial
clusters.

 Gati Shakti National Master Plan
was launched for multimodal
connectivity that aims to develop
infrastructure to reduce logistic
costs and boost the economy.

 PM Gati Shakti seeks to cut logistic
costs, reduce turnaround time and
increase cargo handling capacity.

Aim:

 The main aim of the plan is to lend
more power and speed to projects
by connecting all the concerned
departments on one platform.

 Under the plan, infrastructure
schemes of several ministries and
state governments will be executed
and designed with a common vision.

 It also aims to reduce logistic cost
and turnaround time in the light
that, earlier high logistics cost at
13% of GDP in India was impacting
its competitiveness in exports.

 The plan will also give a boost to
India as an “investment
destination”.

 The private players will not only get
a boost to invest in National
infrastructure because of easy
clearances and monetary help
available to them but will also
provide lastmile connectivity to the
economic zones in a limited
timeframe.

Purpose:

 The main purpose of launching this
plan was that in the past, taxpayers’
money was insulted through a
lethargic approach towards
development work.

 Departments were working in silos.
Furthermore, there was no
coordination on projects.

 So that is why this plan was
launched.

o Under this plan development will
take place incorporating quality
infrastructure in a holistic manner.

Focus areas of the plan:

 Gati shakti plan joins different
departments for a coordinated
development of projects including
from aviation to agriculture and
road to railways.
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 It will help raise the global profile
of local manufacturers and help
them compete with their
counterparts worldwide.

 It also seeks to also raise
possibilities of new future
economic zones.

Draft Regional Plan2041: The National
Capital Region Planning Board (NCRPB)
has recently approved the 'Draft Regional
Plan 2041.

Key Highlights:

 It was approved at e 41st meeting of
NCRPB which was held under the
chairmanship of Union Minister of
Housing and Urban Affairs
Hardeep Singh Puri.

 The final version of Regional
Plan2041’ has been planned to be
submitted by end of March 2022 by
the Government.

Key focus areas of the plan:

The Main priority areas for the Draft
Regional Plan are as follows:

o Urban Regeneration
o Future Ready Infrastructure
o Multi Modal Transport

o Economic Corridor
o Tourism
o Farm income
o Skill Development and

Employment
o Smart and Digital NCR
o Ease of doing Business

Key Points:

 The NCRPB plan covers a covers an
area of around 55,083 square
kilometres in all.
o Delhi, two districts of Rajasthan,

eight districts of Uttar Pradesh
and 14 districts of Haryana are
covered

 The Plan lays a key focus in
multimodal connectivity across
NCR through air, road, rail and
inland waterway connectivity.

 The plan seeks to make NCR a
smart connected region by
improving connectivity using bullet
trains, smart roads, helitaxi services.

 It proposes 30minute connectivity
through superfast trains within
major cities of NCR.

 It also proposes to explore
feasibility of 30 minute Mass
Transit Rail System (MTRS) from
nearest NCR boundaries to Delhi.

 In addition, it proposes to promote
electric mobility infrastructure,
emphasis on circular economy of
water and air quality improvements
will help environment conservation.

 The major initiatives of the draft
plan are urban regeneration, ease of
living, slum free NCR, 24hour Air
ambulance, Swachh and Smart NCR.

About NCR Planning Board:
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 The National Capital Region (NCR)
is a planning region centred upon
the National Capital Territory (NCT)
of Delhi in India.

 It encompasses Delhi and several
districts surrounding it from the
states of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Rajasthan.

 NCRPB was set up in 1985, to
promote balanced development of
the NCR and to avoid haphazard
development.

GI Tag: Three products from Tamil Nadu
namely Karuppur Kalamkari Paintings,
Kanyakumari Clove and Kallakuruchi wood
carvings have recently received the
Geographical Indication (GI) tag.

About Karuppur kalamkari paintings:

 The Karuppur Kalamkari Paintings
are done in Thanjavur region.

 These are traditional dyepainted
figurative and patterned clothes.

 The paintings are done on pure
cotton cloth and are predominantly
used in temples forasmanagiri (false
ceiling cloth pieces), cylindrical
hangings, umbrella covers and
chariot covers.

 The Thanjavur tradition of
Kalamkari had canopies, umbrella
covers, thombai (cylindrical
hangings), and ‘thoranams’ (door
hangings) comprising of motifs of
yazhi, peacock, swan, flowers, and
images of deities.

 They are used in temples and mutts.
 The documentary evidence has

shown that kalamkari paintings
evolved under the patronage of
Nayaka rulers in the early 17th
century.

 Artisans from Sikkalnaikkanpettai
near Kumbakonam have been
practising this traditional art form
for many generations.

 At present, this traditional art form
is practised at Karuppur in
Udayarpalayam taluk of Ariyalur
district as well as in villages around
Sikkalnaikkapettai and
Tiruppanandal in Thanjavur district.

About Kallakurichi Wood Carvings:

 Kallakurichi wood carvings are
mainly practiced in the Kallakurichi
district in Tamil Nadu.

 These carvings are done for designs
and ornaments.

 These are indigenous to Madurai
region.

 It is done using pens, palm stems,
date trees, brushes made of
bamboo sticks and coconut tree
stems.

Note: This certificate was issued the
Geographical Indications Registry on
the basis of an application filed by
Tamil Nadu Handicrafts Development
Corporation (Poompuhar).

Kanyakumari Clove:
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 Kanyakumari Clove is known for its
rich aromatic content, with a
volatile oil content of 21%(normal
18%)resulting in 86% of Eugenol.

 The hilly regions of Western Ghats
rich in Black soil are known for the
unique nature of cloves.

Clove production in India:

 India has a total of 1100 tonnes of
clove from which Tamil Nadu
accounts for 1000 tonnes with 65%
coming from Kanyakumari.

Note:

 With these new inclusions, the
total GI Tagged products in India
have crossed atleast 421.

 The top listed stated in India with
GI Tags are Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu with 43 GI tagged products
each.

Geographical Indication (GI) Tag:

 A GI is a sign used on products that
have a specific geographical origin
and possess qualities or a
reputation that are due to that
origin.

 The tag is governed by
Geographical Indications of Goods
(Registration & Protection) Act,
1999 in India.

 It is a part of the intellectual
property rights that comes under
the Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property.

 GI is granted for a term of 10 years
in India.

 The Geographical Indications
Registry is located in Chennai.

 The items covered are agricultural
products, foodstuffs, wine and

spirit drinks, handicrafts, and
industrial products.

Significance of GI Tag:

 GI Tag prevents unauthorized use
of a Registered Geographical
Indication by others.

 It provides legal protection to
Indian Geographical Indications
which in turn boost exports.

 It promotes the economic
prosperity of producers of goods
produced in a geographical
territory.

Power Finance Corporation Ltd (PFC):
The Union Government recently accorded
‘Maharatna’ status to the stateowned
Power Finance Corporation Ltd (PFC).

Key Points:

 An order to this effect was issued
by the Department of Public
Enterprises, under the Ministry of
Finance (MoF).

 PFC has become the 11th
stateowned entity in India to enter
the Maharatna category.

 This status has given PFC greater
operational and financial autonomy.

 PFC now joins the ranks of other
companies like ONGC, Steel
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Authority of India Limited (SAIL),
BHEL and Indian Oil Corporation.

Benefits of the status:

 This new recognition will enable PFC
to offer competitive financing for the
power sector which will go a long way
in making available affordable &
reliable ‘Power For All 24x7’.

 The enhanced powers will empower
PFC is the following ways:
o To make quality investments,
o To form financial joint ventures

and whollyowned subsidiaries
o To oversee mergers & acquisitions

within India as well as abroad
 It will also help the PFC in pushing the

government's agenda of funding under
the National Infrastructure Pipeline,
national commitment of 40 per cent
green energy by 2030.

 The Board can also structure and
implement schemes relating to
personnel and Human Resource
Management and Training.

 They can even enter into technology
Joint Ventures or other strategic
alliances among others.

About PFC:

 PFC was incorporated in 1986.
 Currently, it is the largest

Infrastructure Finance Company.
 This company is exclusively

dedicated to Power Sector under
the administrative control of the
Ministry of Power.

About Maharatna Status:

 Maharatna status is accorded to a
company that has recorded more
than net profit of Rs 5,000 crore for
three consecutive years or an

annual turnover of Rs 25,000 crore
for three years.

 To qualify for a position, a company
should have the average annual net
worth of Rs 15,000 crore for three
years.

The company should also have global
footprints or operations.

International E Waste Day (IEWD): The
International E Waste Day (IEWD) is
celebrated on 14 October every year since
2018.

Key Highlights:

 IEWD is celebrated to promote the
correct disposal of e waste
throughout the world with the aim
to increase re use, recovery and
recycling rates.

 The theme for 2021 IEWD is
“Consumer is the key to Circular
Economy!”.

 The year 2021 International E Waste
Day will focus on the crucial part
each of us has in making circularity
a reality for e products.

 The fourth edition of the
International E Waste Day was
observed in the world this year.

Environment
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History:

 The day was developed in 2018 by
the WEEE Forum, an international
association of e waste collection
schemes, with the support of its
members.

About E Waste:

 E Waste is an abbreviation of
"electronic and electrical waste".

 E Waste is a term used to cover
items of all types of electrical and
electronic equipment (EEE) and its
parts that have been discarded by
the owner as waste without the
intention of re use.

 Some of the common e waste are
Mobile goods, Laptops, Televisions,
Washing machines etc.

 According to the United Nations
Global E Waste Moniter 2020,
about 53.6 Mt (million Metric
tonnes) of e waste has been
generated in 2019 worldwide.

 Only 17.4% of the above said waste
were collected and recycled.

 As per the reports it is estimated
that by 2030 about 74 Mt will be
generated.

 The volume of e waste, in the last 5
years has increased by 21% globally.

What is the reason for high level of e
waste?

 The rapid expansion of technology
and the consumption driven society
has resulted in the creation of a
very large amount of e waste.

 E waste is generated as a result of
any of the below mentioned
reasons:
o Rapid changes in technology

o Lifestyle changes
o Changes in media (tapes,

software, MP3) Falling prices
o End of the intended usage
o Planned obsolescence

 As of 2019, only 78 countries had
sound policy for management of e
waste.

India and EWaste:

 In 2019, India generated 3.2 MT of e
waste.

 According to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), there are 312
registered e waste recyclers in India.

 They have the capacity to handle
782,080.62 tonnes of E Waste every
year.

 In 2016, the MoEFCC (Ministry of
Environment, forest ad Climate
Change) notified the E Waste
Management Rules, 2016.

 The E Waste Management Rules
enforces Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR).

 Under EPR, the producers will be
responsible for a certain percentage
of E Waste generated from their
goods once the products have
reached the 'end of life'.

About WEEE Forum:

 The Waste Electrical and Electronic
Equipment Directive (WEEE)
Forum is the world's largest multi
national centre of competence as
regards operational know how
concerning the management of
waste electrical and electronic
equipment.

 It is a not for profit association of
43 WEEE producer responsibility
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organizations across the world and
was founded in April 2002.

 It is headquartered in Brussels
(Belgium).

Plastic Waste Recycling: The Ministry of
Environment, forest ad Climate Change
(MoEFCC) has recently issued draft rules
that mandate producers of plastic
packaging material to collect all of their
produce by 2024.

Key Points:

 As per the draft rules, these
Producers of plastic have to ensure
that a minimum percentage of it be
recycled as well as used in
subsequent supply.

 It has also specified a system
whereby makers and users of
plastic packaging could collect
certificates — called Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR)
certificates — and trade in them.

 The notification was expected to
come into force by December 6 and,
as of now, was open to public
feedback.

 Only a fraction of plastic that
cannot be recycled such as multi
layered multi material plastics
would be eligible to be sent for end
of life disposal such as road

construction, waste to energy, and
waste to oil and cement kilns.

 Only methods prescribed by the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) would be permitted for
their disposal.

 The producers of plastic will have
to declare to the government, via a
centralized website, how much
plastic they produce annually.

 The companies would have to
collect at least 35 per cent of the
target in 2021 22, 70% by 2022 23
and 100% by 2024.

What if entities cannot fulfil the rules?

 If entities cannot fulfill their
obligations, then they will be
permitted to buy certificates on a
“case by case” basis.

 They can make up for their shortfall
from organizations that have used
recycled content in excess of their
obligation. The CPCB will develop a
“mechanism” for such exchanges on
a centralized online portal.

 Non compliance would not invite a
traditional fine.

 Instead, an “environmental
compensation” would be levied.

Categories of Plastic packaging:

Plastic packaging, as per the rules made
public on October 6, fall into three
categories.

1. The first Category is “rigid”
plastic.

2. The second Category is “flexible
plastic packaging of single layer or
multilayer (more than one layer
with different types of plastic),
plastic sheets and covers made of
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plastic sheet, carry bags (including
carry bags made of compostable
plastics), plastic sachet or pouches.

3. The third Category is called
multilayered plastic packaging,
which has at least one layer of
plastic and at least one layer of
material other than plastic.

Geography:

Dussehra in Drass: President Ram Nath
Kovind recently celebrated the occasion of
Dussehra with soldiers of the Indian Army
in Kargil’s Drass area.

About Drass:

 Drass is known as “the Gateway to
Ladakh” and is famous for its high
altitude trekking routes and tourist
sites.

 It is situated between the Zoji La
pass and Kargil town.

 It is one of the coldest places in the
world where temperatures can drop
to less than 40°C.

 The average temperatures in Drass
range to less than 20 degrees
Celsius in winter and is often called
the “coldest inhabited place” in
India.

 From the National security point of
view, it is also a strategically

significant military point, one
where the Indian Army personnel
have to brave the soaring altitudes
and freezing temperatures all year
long to guard the LoC.
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MyParkings App: Union Minister for
Information and Broadcasting Anurag
Thakur launched MyParkings app in New
Delhi.

Key Points about MyParkings App :

 MyParkings App is a firstofitskind
initiative.

 It is an IoT technologyenabled
endtoend digital solution and will
be available for use with mobile
apps in both Android and iOS
platforms.

 This app is launched with an aim to
tackle the issue of congestion the of
vehicle parking.

 The app will tell about the total
capacity of vehicles to be parked,
used spaces and space available for
parking in each parking site so that
the people can book parking slots
online in areas which are under the
jurisdiction of South Delhi
Municipal Corporation (SDMC).

 This app has been developed by
Broadcast Engineering Consultants
India Limited (BECIL) with SDMC
with the purpose to digitize all

authorized parking under the civic
body''s municipal limits.

 BECIL is the implementing agency
for appbased smart parking system
in the jurisdiction of SDMC.

 The entire cost of development and
maintenance along with the capital
cost of the server as well as its allied
hardware and software of the app
will be beared by BECIL.

Significance of the app:

 With the growing population of
vehicles in the city, the problem of
parking has also grown over time.

 But through this app is an effort to
reduce stress and help people plan
their trips better.

 MyParkings app will offer various
features.

 It will ease the process of booking
parking slots because through this
app citizen will be able to know the
availability of slots remotely.

 This Smart Parking app, having a
cashless and paperless transaction
mode will save tonnes of paper on a
daily basis.

 It will also help in management of
parking pass for daily/regular
commuters.

 It will provide options for electric
vehicle charging station and
integration of card with DTC/Delhi
Metro; smart QR code for slot
booking, check in and checkout
and Automatic Number Plate
Recognition (ANPR) system.

Integration with other apps:

 MyParking' App will also be
integrated with Vahan App. FASTag,

National
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EChallan and other government
initiatives.

 BECIL will also run a dedicated call
centre as a customer care unit for
the citizens in order to address
their queries and issues related to
the app.

NGT: The Supreme Court of India recently
declared the National Green Tribunal’s
(NGT) position as a “unique” forum
endowed with suo motu powers to take up
environmental issues across the country.

Key Highlights of the Judgement:

 The role of the NGT is not simply
adjudicatory in nature. The
Tribunal has to perform equally
vital roles that are preventative,
ameliorative or remedial in nature.

 The NGT need not wait for the
“metaphorical Godot” to knock on
its portal to flex its considerable
muscles to save the environment.

 The exercise of power by the NGT is
not circumscribed by the receipt of
applications.

 The apex court exclaimed that
when substantial questions relating
to the environment arise and the
issue is civil in nature and those
relate to the Act, the NGT can
selfignite action either towards

amelioration or towards prevention
of harm.

 Supreme Court dismissed
objections from the Centre, legal
experts and even the court’s own
amicus curiae who all argued
against the NGT clothed with suo
motu powers.

 The judgment described the NGT
“as a complimentary, competent,
specialised forum to deal with all
environmental multidisciplinary
issues both as original and also as
an appellate authority, which
complex issues were hitherto dealt
with by the High Courts and the
Supreme Court”.

About National Green Tribunal (NGT):

 NGT is a specialized body having
the necessary expertise to handle
environmental disputes involving
multidisciplinary issues.

 The National Green Tribunal has
been established on 18.10.2010
under the National Green Tribunal
Act 2010.

 With the establishment of the NGT,
India became the third country in
the world to set up a specialised
environmental tribunal, only after
Australia and New Zealand, and the
first developing country to do so.

About NGT Act, 2010:

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT)
Act, 2010 is an Act of the
Parliament of India which enables
the creation of a special tribunal to
handle the expeditious disposal of
the cases pertaining to
environmental issues.
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 It draws inspiration from the India's
constitutional provision of Article
21, which assures the citizens of
India the right to a healthy
environment.

Objectives of NGT:

The major objectives of the tribunal are as
follows:

a. To provide effective and
expeditious disposal of cases
relating to environmental
protection

b. To facilitate enforcement of any
legal right relating to environment

c. To provide giving relief and
compensation for damages to
persons and property and for
matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.

d. To make environmental justices
accessible

Role of NGT:

 The NGT has the power to hear all
civil cases relating to
environmental issues and questions
that are linked to the
implementation of laws listed in
Schedule I of the NGT Act.

 These include the following:
1. The Water (Prevention and

Control of Pollution) Act, 1974;
2. The Water (Prevention and

Control of Pollution) Cess Act,
1977;

3. The Forest (Conservation) Act,
1980;

4. The Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981;

5. The Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986;

6. The Public Liability Insurance
Act, 1991;

7. The Biological Diversity Act,
2002.

 The NGT is not bound by the
procedure laid down under the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but
shall be guided by principles of
natural justice.

Composition:

 Currently, the sanctioned strength
of the tribunal is 10 expert members
and 10 judicial members.

 However, the act allows for up to 20
of each.

 The Chairman of the tribunal who
is the administrative head of the
tribunal also serves as a judicial
member.

 The Chairman of the tribunal is
required to be a serving or retired
Chief Justice of a High Courtor a
judge of the Supreme Court of India
(SCI).

 Every bench of tribunal must
consist of at least one expert
member and one judicial member.

 New Delhi is the Principal Place of
Sitting of the Tribunal.

 Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai
shall be the other four place of
sitting of the Tribunal.
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One Health Consortium: The
Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
Ministry of Science and Technology, GoI,
launched a ‘One Health’ consortium on
October 14, 2021 in virtual mode.

Key Points:

 It was launched by secretary of
Department of Biotechnology, Dr
Renu Swarup.

 This programme envisages carrying
out surveillance of important
bacterial, viral and parasitic
infections of zoonotic and
transboundary pathogens in India.

 It will also look into use of existing
diagnostic tests and development of
additional methodologies to
conduct surveillance and
understand the spread of emerging
diseases.

Organizations under Consortium:

 This Consortium, consisting of 27
organizations is led by
DBTNational Institute of Animal
Biotechnology, Hyderabad.

 It is one of the biggest one health
programs launched by Government
of India (GoI) in postCOVID times.

 The One health consortium
comprises of AIIMS (Delhi), AIIMS
(Jodhpur), IVRI (Bareily),
GADVASU (Ludhiana), TANUVAS
(Chennai), MAFSU (Nagpur),
Assam agricultural and veterinary
university and many more ICAR,
ICMR centres and wild life agencies.

One Health Approach:

 COVID19 pandemic showed the
relevance of ‘One Health’ principles
in the governance of infectious
diseases, especially efforts to
prevent and contain zoonotic
diseases throughout the world.

 One Health approach notes that
health of people, health of animals,
and the health of environment are
interconnected.

 The Primary goal of ‘One Health’ is
to encourage the collaborative
efforts of stakeholders across the
stated three domains in order to
achieve best health outcomes for
humans, animals, and environment.

Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana (RKVY):
Indian Railways’ Production Unit, Banaras
Locomotive Works recently organized a
function for distribution of selfemployment
toolkits and certificates for successful
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trainees under Rail Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) on 13.10.2021.

Key Details:

 This marks the culmination of the
100hour training program
organized by BLW for training of
the first batch, in Technical Trades
viz. Electrician, Fitter, Machinist,
and Welder, under Rail Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (RKVY).

 Total 54 trainees received toolkits
and certificates on 13.10.2021.

Background:

 RKVY program was launched on
17.09.2021 by the Minister of
Railways Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw.

 This program empowers local youth
by way of providing entry level
training in Industry relevant skills
through Railway Training Institutes.

 It is under aegis of Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikasa Yojana (PMKVY) – a
scheme of the Ministry of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) to achieve vision of Aatma
Nirbhar Bharat.

 Total 50,000 Youths will be trained
over period of three years in 75
Railway Training Institutes, spread
all across India.

Nodal Agency:

 Banaras Locomotive Works has
been entrusted as nodal agency for
implementation of RKVY program.

 Course content and Assessment
procedure for Training has been
developed by Banaras Locomotive
Works.

Coal Crisis in India: The Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) recently reviewed the coal
stock situation in India’s thermal power
plants.

Key Facts:

 Several states reported alarmingly
low coal stocks and some resorted
to loadshedding.

 Delhi, Punjab and Rajasthan have
raised concerns about potential
blackouts. Rajasthan, Punjab and
Bihar have already reported load
shedding.

 States have been forced to buy
power from exchanges at high rates
to meet demand.

Key Details:

 India’s thermal power plants
currently have an average of four
days worth of coal stock against a
recommended level of 1530 days,
with a number of states
highlighting concerns about
blackouts as a result of the coal
shortage.

 Coal and lignite fired thermal
power plants account for about 54
per cent of India’s installed power
generation capacity but currently
account for about 70 per cent of
power generated in the country.
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International

 Purchase bids on the Day Ahead
Market (DAM) on the India Energy
Exchange (IEX) on October 12 were
for 430,778 MWh (Megawatthours)
up from 174,373 MWh a month ago.

What are the reasons for coal shortage?

 The shortage in coal is a result of a
sharp uptick in power demand as
the economy recovered from the
effects of the pandemic.

 A sharp increase in the
international prices of coal due to a
shortage in China and low
accumulation of stock by thermal
power plants in the AprilJune
period have also contributed to the
coal shortage.

 A delayed monsoon that created
roadblocks for mining, high power
demand and record coal import
prices rendering plants unviable
have all contributed to the situation.

What is the government doing to
address the situation?

 The Power Ministry has issued
instructions ranging from asking
states not to sell power at high
prices on the exchange to ordering
state electricity generators to
ensure adequate supplies.

The ministry has also permitted power
generators using local coal to use upto a 10
per cent blend of imported coal to boost
coal stocks.

Northern Ireland Protocol: The
Northern Ireland Protocol which was
designed to prevent checks along the
border between Northern Ireland (in the
UK) and the Republic of Ireland (in the
EU), following Brexit has resulted into
disagreements between the UK and EU as
it disrupted trade between Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

Key Highlights:

 The Protocol came into force in the
beginning of 2021.

 But since it came into force, it has
prompted disagreements between
the UK and EU.
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 This disagreement has disrupted
trade between Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

 The UK government has been
calling to rewrite the deal.

What is the Northern Ireland Protocol?

 During Brexit negotiations, all sides
agreed that protecting the 1998
Northern Ireland peace deal (the
Good Friday agreement) was an
absolute priority.

 The protocol meant keeping the
land border open and avoiding new
infrastructure such as cameras and
border posts.

 This was easy to do when both
Ireland and Northern Ireland were
part of the EU.

 Both sides automatically shared the
same EU rules on trade.

 Therefore, no checks were needed
on goods travelling between them.

 Under this protocol it was agreed
that Northern Ireland will continue
to follow EU rules on product
standards in order to prevent
checks across the border.

 Goods entering Northern Ireland
from Scotland, England or Wales
would be inspected.

 However, in the backdrop of Brexit,
new arrangement was required
because EU requires goods like
milk and eggs to be checked when
they arrive from nonEU countries.

 While products like chilled meats
are not allowed to enter EU at all.

What changes is the UK government
calling for?

 Boris Johnson had signed an
agreement in 2019.

 As per the agreement UK promised
that it would not create any
inspection on goods moving
between Northern Ireland and
Great Britain.

 However, now the government is of
the view that this protocol
represented a huge compromise by
the UK and accused the EU for
applying it too rigidly.

 Therefore, the proposals to make
some changes in the protocol have
been submitted by the Brexit
Minister, Lord Frost.

 He has proposed a new mechanism
under which goods would be able
to circulate freely in Northern
Ireland if they comply with either
EU or UK regulations.

 The government also wants to
remove the role the European
Commission and the European
Court of Justice have in overseeing
how the protocol works.

Oldest Person in Space:William Shatner
(90) scripted history by becoming the
oldest person to fly into space on ‘New
Shepard’ space capsule of Blue Origin from
Texas (US).

Key Facts:
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 Shatner who embodied the
promise of space travel in the
classic 1960s TV series "Star Trek"
and seven subsequent films was one
of four passengers to journey to the
edge of space aboard the white fully
autonomous 60foottall (18.3
meterstall) New Shepard spacecraft,
which took off from Blue Origin's
launch site about 20 miles (32 km)
outside the rural west Texas town
of Van Horn.

 Joining Shatner in the allcivilian
crew were former NASA engineer
Chris Boshuizen, clinical research
entrepreneur Glen de Vries and
Blue Origin vice president and
engineer Audrey Powers.

 The four astronauts experienced
about three to four minutes of
weightlessness and traveled above
the internationally recognized
boundary of space known as the
Karman Line, about 62 miles (100
km) above Earth.

 The crew capsule returned to the
Texas desert under parachutes,
raising a cloud of dust.

 This was the second space tourism
flight for Blue Origin, billionaire
U.S. businessman Jeff Bezos's
company founded two decades ago.

Space Tourism:

 Virgin Galactic’s Richard Branson
led the way by riding into space in
his own rocket ship in July.

 This was soon followed by Jeff
Bezos nine days later on Blue
Origin’s first flight with a crew.

 Elon Musk’s SpaceX made its first
private voyage in midSeptember.

 Recently, the Russians launched an
actor and a film director to the
International Space Station for
moviemaking project.

 They have overtaken USA by
becoming the first nation to shoot a
movie in space.

UNHuman Rights Council: India has
recently been reelected to the UN Human
Rights Council (202224) with an
overwhelming majority.

Key Highlights:

 This decision was taken in the 76th
session of the UN General
Assembly.

 India has been reelected for a
record 6th term.

 India's current term was set to end
on December 31 2021.

 There were five vacant seats in
AsiaPacific States category namely
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, India, Qatar
and United Arab Emirates, for
election for the term of 20222024.

 The 193member UN General
Assembly elected by secret ballot
Argentina, Benin, Cameroon,
Eritrea, Finland, Gambia, Honduras,
India, Kazakhstan, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malaysia,
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Montenegro, Paraguay, Qatar,
Somalia, UAE and the US.

 The United States, which had quit
the council in 2018 under the
previous Donald Trump's regime,
was reelected to the global rights
body for a period of threeandahalf
years.

 India vowed to continue to work for
the promotion and protection of
Human Rights through "Samman,
Samvad and Sahyog."

About UNHRC:

 It refers to the United Nations
Human Rights Council.

 UNHRC is an intergovernmental
body within the United Nations
system.

 It is located at the UN Office at
Geneva.

 It was founded on 15 March 2006 by
the UN General Assembly
Resolution 60/251.

Members:

 It consists of 47 Member States
elected directly and individually by
secret ballot by the majority of the
members of the General Assembly.

 The Council's Membership is based
on equitable geographical
distribution.

 The seats are distributed among
regional groups Group of African
States (13), Group of AsiaPacific
States (13), Group of Eastern
European States (6), Group of Latin
American and Caribbean States (8)
and Group of Western European
and other States (7).

 The members of the Council shall
serve for a period of three years and

shall not be eligible for immediate
reelection after two consecutive
terms.

Task:

 Its main task is to investigate
allegations of breaches of human
rights in UN member states.

 It also addresses important
thematic human rights issues such
as freedom of expression, women's
rights, LGBT rights, and the rights
of racial and ethnic minorities.

G20 Extraordinary Summit on
Afghanistan: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently participated virtually in the
G20 Extraordinary Summit on Afghanistan.

Key Highlights:

 The Meeting was convened by Italy,
which currently holds the G20
Presidency.

 It was chaired by Italian Prime Minister
Mr. Mario Draghi.

 Issues under consideration at the
meeting related to the following:
o Humanitarian situation
o Concerns relating to terrorism
o Human rights in Afghanistan

Key Points of the meet:
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 Prime Minister Modi conveyed support
for the important role of the United
Nations in Afghanistan.

 He called for renewed support of the
G20 for the message contained in UN
Security Council Resolution 2593 on
Afghanistan.

 He also called on the international
community to forge a unified
international response without which it
would be difficult to bring about the
desired change in Afghanistan’s
situation.

 The meeting comes less than three
weeks before the formal G20 leaders
summit in Rome on Oct. 3031, which is
due to focus on climate change, the
global economic recovery, tackling
malnutrition and the COVID19
pandemic.

About G20

 The G20 comprises twenty of the
world’s major economies.

 It is a key venue for building
international agreement and
facilitating a coordinated strategy
between multilateral organizations,
such as the United Nations and its
agencies, and global and regional actors
to address the deteriorating
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan.

 The G20 member countries include
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China,
Canada, France, Germany, Japan, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Mexico, Russia, South
Korea, South Africa, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, the United States, the United
Kingdom, and the European Union.

Nobel Prize 2021 Winners List: Nobel
Prize is one of the most distinguished
awards in the world.

Key Facts:

 It is accorded in six different
categories, viz. Physics, Chemistry,
Literature, Economic Sciences,
Physiology or Medicine and Peace
Prize.

 The winners are known as laureates
and take home a gold medal,
diploma and prize money of 10
million Swedish Kronor.

 The prizes were created as per the
will of Sir Alfred Nobel.

 The Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences awards the prizes for
Chemistry, Physics and Economic
Sciences.

 The Karolinska Institute confers the
prize for physiology or medicine.

 The Swedish Academy confers the
prize for literature.

 The Nobel Peace Prize is conferred
by the Norwegian Nobel
Committee based in Oslo.

 The announcement of the 2021
Nobel Prizes began on October 4
and concluded on October 11, 2021.

2021 Nobel Prize in Peace:
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 Nobel Prize in Peace 2021 was
jointly awarded to Maria Ressa and
Dmitry Muratov for their efforts to
safeguard freedom of expression,
which is a precondition for
democracy and lasting peace.

 Both of them are representatives of
all journalists who stand up for this
ideal in a world in which
democracy and freedom of the
press face increasingly adverse
conditions.

2021 Nobel Prize in Medicine

 The Nobel Prize for the year 2021 in
Physiology or Medicine was
awarded jointly to David Julius and
Ardem Patapoutian “for their
discoveries of Receptors for
Temperature and Touch.”

 Their discoveries have unlocked
one of the secrets of nature by
explaining the molecular basis for
sensing heat, cold and mechanical
force, which is fundamental for our
ability to feel, interpret and interact
with our internal and external
environment.

2021 Nobel Prize for Physics

 The 2021 Nobel Prize for Physics
has been awarded to Syukuro
Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann and
Giorgio Parisi “for groundbreaking
contributions to our understanding
of complex physical systems.”

 Syukuro Manabe and Klaus
Hasselmann have been jointly
awarded one half of the 2021
NobelPrize in Physics “for the
physical modelling of Earth’s

climate, quantifying variability and
reliably predicting global warming.”

 Giorgio Parisi has been awarded
one half of the 2021 #NobelPrize in
Physics “for the discovery of the
interplay of disorder and
fluctuations in physical systems
from atomic to planetary scales.”

2021 Nobel Prize in Literature:

 The Nobel Prize 2021 in Literature
was awarded to the Tanzanian
novelist Abdulrazak Gurnah “for his
uncompromising and
compassionate penetration of the
effects of colonialism and the fate
of the refugee in the gulf between
cultures and continents.”

2021 Nobel Prize in Economics:

 The 2021 Nobel Prize in Economics
has been jointly awarded to David
Card, Joshua D. Angrist and Guido
W. Imbens.

 One half was presented to David
Card for his empirical contributions
to labour economics while the
other half was presented to Joshua
D. Angrist and Guido W. Imbens
for their methodological
contributions to the analysis of
causal relationships.

2021 Nobel Prize in Chemistry:

 The Nobel Prize 2021 in Chemistry
has been awarded to Benjamin List
and David W.C. MacMillan “for the
development of asymmetric
organocatalysis.”

 Benjamin List was born in
Frankfurt, Germany at 1968. David
William Cross MacMillan FRS FRSE
is a Scottishborn chemist.
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About Alfred Bernhard Nobel:

 Alfred Bernhard Nobel, born on 21
October 1833, was a Swedish
inventor, entrepreneur, scientist
and businessman who also wrote
poetry and drama.

 His varied interests are reflected in
the prize he established.

 He created a trust and wrote out
directions to use the money in the
trust to create five prizes to honor
women and men for their
outstanding achievements in
chemistry, physics, physiology or
medicine, literature, and work
towards peace.

 He bequeathed his fortune to
establish the Nobel Prize, though
he also made several important
contributions to science, holding
355 patents in his lifetime.

 He was famous for his invention of
dynamite.

 Note: The Prize in Economic
Sciences was established in 1968
in memory of Alfred Nobel.

 The Prize money comes from the
bequest left by the creator of the
Prize, Alfred Nobel.

28th NHRC Foundation Day: Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi recently

attended 28th National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) Foundation day
programme today through video
conference.

Key Points:

 PMModi addressed the gathering
at the event.

 He remarked that India’s freedom
movement and its history has been
a great source of inspiration for
human rights and the values   of
human rights for India.

 He concluded by mentioning the
human rights of future generations.

 He emphasized that with measures
like International Solar Alliance
(ISA), Hydrogen Mission, and
Renewable energy goals India is
rapidly moving in the direction of
sustainable life and ecofriendly
growth.

About National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC):

 The NHRC of India is a Statutory
public body constituted on 12
October 1993 under the Protection
of Human Rights Ordinance of 28
September 1993.

 It is a statutory organization
established under the Protection of
Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 as
amended by the Protection of
Human Rights (Amendment) Act,
2006.

 It is in conformity with the Paris
Principles, adopted at the first
international workshop on national
institutions for the promotion and
protection of human rights held in
Paris in October 1991, and endorsed
by the General Assembly of the

India Polity
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United Nations by its Regulations
48/134 of 20 December, 1993.

 The NHRC is an embodiment of
India’s concern for the promotion
and protection of human rights.

 It is headquartered in New Delhi.

Functions:

 The NHRC is responsible for the
protection and promotion of
human rights, defined by the Act as
"Rights Relating to Life, liberty,
equality and dignity of the
individual guaranteed by the
Constitution or embodied in the
International Covenants and
enforceable by courts in India".

 The purpose of the NHRC is, suo
moto or through the petition of a
person, to investigate the violation
of human rights or the failures of
the state or other to prevent a
human rights violation.

 The commissions may also take on
research about human rights,
create awareness campaigns
through various mediums, and
encourage the work of NGOs.

 The current Chairperson of NHRC
is Justice Arun Kumar Mishra.

Composition:

 The NHRC consists of a
Chairperson, four fulltime
Members and four deemed
Members.

 A Chairperson should be retired
Chief Justice of India or a Judge of
the Supreme Court.

Appointment:

 Section 2 Sections 3 and 4 of TPHRA
lay down the rules for appointment to
the NHRC.

 The Chairperson and members of the
NHRC are appointed by the President
of India, on the recommendation of a
committee consisting of:
o The Prime Minister (Chairperson)
o The Home Minister
o The Leader of the Opposition in the

Lok Sabha (Lower House)
o The Leader of the Opposition in the

Rajya Sabha (Upper House)
o The Speaker of the Lok Sabha

(Lower House)
o The Deputy Chairman of the Rajya

Sabha (Upper House)

Note: Justice Ranganath Misra was the
first chairperson of NHRC from 1993 till
1996.

Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Act, 2021: The Union
Government recently notified new rules
under which the gestational limit for
termination of a pregnancy has been
increased from 20 to 24 weeks for certain
categories of women.

Note: Gestation is the foetal
development period from the time of
conception until birth.

Key Points under the new rule:
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 The new rules come under the
Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Act, 2021 passed by
the Parliament in March 2021.

 Under the notified rules the
gestational limit for termination of
pregnancy has been increased from
20 to 24 weeks for exceptional
categories of women in India.

 These categories include survivors
of rape, sexual assault or incest,
minors, women whose marital
status changes during an ongoing
pregnancy (widowhood and divorce)
and those with physical disabilities.

 It also includes cases of foetal
malformation where there is risk of
physical or mental abnormalities,
mentally ill women, or women with
pregnancy in humanitarian settings
or disaster or emergency situations
as may be declared by the
government.

Note: Earlier, abortion required the opinion
of one doctor if it is done within 12 weeks of
conception and two doctors if it is done
between 12 and 20 weeks.

About the Statelevel Medical Board:

 According to the new rules, a
statelevel medical board will be set
up.

 This statelevel medical board will
decide if a pregnancy can be
terminated after 24 weeks in cases
of foetal malformation.

 The Medical Board will examine the
woman and her reports if she
approaches for medical termination
of pregnancy.

 The board will then provide the
opinion of either accepting or
rejecting the proposal for medical

termination of pregnancy within
three days of receiving the request.

 It will also ensure that the
termination procedure, when
advised by it, is carried out with all
safety precautions along with
appropriate counseling within five
days of the receipt of the request
for medical termination of
pregnancy.

About Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP) Act:

 The MTP Act, 1971 was passed due
to the progress made in the field of
medical science with respect to
safer abortions.

 The MTP Act allows for
termination of pregnancy up to 20
weeks of pregnancy.

 In case, termination of pregnancy is
immediately necessary to save the
life of the woman, this limit does
not apply (Section 5 of the MTP
Act).

 However, in a historic move, India
amended the MTP Act 1971 to
provide universal access
reproductive health services and
also to further empower women by
providing comprehensive abortion
care to all.

 The Rajya Sabha approved the
Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 to amend
the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act, 1971 on 16th March
2021.

 The Bill was approved in Lok Sabha
on 17th March 2020.

 The new Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (Amendment) Act 2021
expands the access to safe and legal
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abortion services on therapeutic,
eugenic, humanitarian and social
grounds to ensure universal access
to comprehensive care.

Now, recently new rules have been
notified by the Government under
which the gestational limit for
termination of a pregnancy has been
increased from 20 to 24 weeks for
certain categories of women.

Public Accounts Committee (PAC): Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla has invited
Pakistan Senate Chair Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani to India in December, for a
function to mark the centennial of
Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee
(PAC).

Key Facts:

 However, the invite has not been
confirmed by the Ministry of
External Affairs yet.

 The 100th anniversary of PAC
celebrations is to be inaugurated by
President Ram Nath Kovind,
scheduled to be held in New Delhi
on December 4 and 5, 2021.

 The closing session of the
celebrations would be addressed by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
December 5, 2021.

About PAC:

 The Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) is the oldest parliamentary
panel in India.

 It was first constituted in 1921.
 The Committee consists of 22

Members, 15 Members are elected
by Lok Sabha and 7 Members of the
Rajya Sabha are associated with it.

 The Speaker is empowered to
appoint the Chairman of the
Committee from amongst its
Members.

 PAC has been crucial in upholding
the principle of accountability as it
exercises oversight of public
expenditure.

 It is responsible for the following:
1. For examining the accounts

showing the appropriation of
sums granted by Parliament for
expenditure of Government of
India.

2. For the annual Finance
Accounts of Government of
India (GoI).

3. For such other accounts laid
before Parliament as the
Committee may deem fit such
as accounts of autonomous and
semiautonomous bodies (except
those of Public Undertakings
and Government Companies
which come under the purview
of the Committee on Public
Undertakings).

 The current PAC is headed by
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury since July,
2019.
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Appointments:

World Steel Association: Sajjan Jindal,
Chairman and Managing Director of JSW
Steel Ltd., has been appointed as Chairman
of World Steel Association (WSA) for the
year 2021 22.

Key Highlights:

 Jindal is the first representative
from India to serve as Chairman of
the WSA.
o JSW Steel is the flagship

business of the diversified $13
billion JSW Group.

o It is engaged in the
manufacturing of iron and steel
products in India and across the
globe.

About WSA:

 World Steel Association (WSA),
often abbreviated as worldsteel, is
the international trade body for the
iron and steel industry.

 It is a non profit organisation
whose purpose is to promote steel
and the steel industry to customers,
the industry, media and the general
public.

 It was founded on 10 July 1967.
 It is headquartered in Brussels,

Belgium.
 The association is one of the largest

and most dynamic industry
associations in the world, with
members in every major steel
producing country.

Amit Khare: Former IAS officer Amit
Khare has recently been appointed as
advisor to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Key Highlights:

 He has been appointed for two
years in the rank and scale of
Secretary to Government of India
(GoI).

 He has been appointed as advisor
to Prime Minister on contractual
basis.

About Amit Khare:

Persons in News
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 Khare is 1985 batch officer from
Bihar/Jharkhand cadre.

 He holds an MBA from IIM
Ahmedabad.

 He had taken charge as the higher
education secretary in December
2019.

 It was under his watch the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was
approved by the cabinet on 29 July
2020.

 He also played a major role in
issuing the “Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021”.

 Khare was also appointed as the
deputy commissioner of West
Singhbhum (Chaibasa) in between
1995 1997.

 During that period, he played a
significant role in revealing the
fodder scam in animal husbandry
department in undivided Bihar.

Rajnish Kumar: Rajnish Kumar, the
former chairman of State Bank of India
(SBI), has recently been appointed as the as
the Chairman of the fintech startup,
BharatPe.

Key Points:

As the Chairman, Kumar will take up
the following responsibilities:

 He will also mentor the BharatPe team
during transition into small finance
bank.

o BharatPe Centrum Capital
received an in principal
approval from the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) to set up a small
finance bank which will take
over the Punjab Maharashtra
Bank.

 He will join the BharatPe’s long term
and short term strategy.

 He will also work closely with the other
board members and executives of the
company on key business and
regulatory initiatives.

 He will advise and counsel the
management on corporate governance.

Why was Rajnish Kumar selected by the
Board?

 Rajnish Kumar has been selected by the
board because he has served as the
chairperson of SBI for a three year term
from October 2017 to October 2020.

 Apart from this, he also served as
Managing Director (Compliance and
Risk), and the Managing Director
(National Banking Group) of the public
sector bank.

About BharatPe:

 BharatPe is a fintech company that
caters to the small merchants and
kirana store owners of India.

 The company was founded on 20
March 2018.

 The company offers a range of
fintech products including
interoperable QR code for UPI
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payments, Bharat Swipe for card
acceptance, and small business
financing.

 The current CEO of BharatPe is
Ashneer Grover.

Alexander Schellenberg: Alexander
Schellenberg was recently elected as
Austrian Chancellor after resignation of
Sebastian Kurz.

Key Facts:

 Sebastian Kurz resigned because of
his involvement in a corruption
scandal.

 Apart from Alexander, Michael
Linhardt joined in for the role of
foreign minister. He was the former
ambassador to France.

 Appointment of both the persons
helped in ending the crisis within
the Austrian government, Austrian
People’s Party and Green Party
Coalition.

About Alexander Schallenberg:

 He is an Austrian diplomat, jurist
and politician of Austrian People’s
Party who is currently servig as the
chancellor of Austria.

 He has served as Minister of
Foreign Affairs in the second Kurz
government.

 He has also served as Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

 Kurz had selected him as the
director of strategic foreign policy
planning as well as the head of
European department.

About Austria:

 Austria, officially the Republic of
Austria, is a landlocked East Alpine
country in the southern part of
Central Europe.

 It is composed of nine federated
states.

 Austria's capital and largest city is
Vienna.

 It is bordered by Germany to the
northwest, the Czech Republic to
the north, Slovakia to the northeast,
Hungary to the east, Slovenia and
Italy to the south, and Switzerland
and Liechtenstein to the west.

 The currency used here is Euro.
 The current President of Austria is

Alexander Van der Bellen.

AWARDS:

Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award for
Excellence: The Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu presented the 22nd Lal
Bahadur Shastri National Award for
Excellence to the eminent pulmonologist
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and Director of the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Dr Randeep
Guleria at Upa Rashtrapati Nivas.

Key Points:

 He was awarded for his pioneer and
sustained contribution in the field
of medicine and pandemic
awareness.

 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu
called Dr Guleria a "commander in
chief" of India’s dedicated army of
frontline warriors. He lauded
devotion to duty and in nurturing
the Department of Pulmonary
Medicine and Sleep Disorders in
AIIMS.

 Dr Guleria is widely respected for
his ground breaking work in his
chosen field and is known to be a
highly efficient and dedicated
hospital administrator, as well.

About Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Award for Excellence:

 The Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Award for Excellence is the fourth
highest civilian award in India.

 It is awarded annually to a
distinguished Indian residing in the
country or abroad for his/her
individual contribution and
outstanding achievements of high
professional order and excellence in
the field of public administration,
public affair, management, art and
culture, education or institution
building and sports.

 The award includes a cash reward
of Rs 5 lakh, a citation and a plaque.

About Lal Bahadur Shastri:

 Lal Bahadur Shastri (2 October 1904
– 11 January 1966) is known as an
iconic leader with an extraordinary
vision for India.

 He was known universally for his
austere lifestyle, humility and
impeccable integrity.

 He was the second Prime Minister
of India from June 9, 1964 till
January 11, 1966.

 He promoted the White Revolution
– a national campaign to increase
the production and supply of milk –
by supporting the Amul milk co
operative of Anand, Gujarat and
creating the National Dairy
Development Board.

 Shastriji also promoted the Green
Revolution in India in 1965.

 This led to an increase in food grain
production, especially in Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.

 He led the country during the Indo
Pakistan War of 1965.

 His slogan "Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan"
("Hail to the soldier; Hail to the
farmer") became very popular
during the war.

 The war formally ended with the
Tashkent Agreement on 10 January
1966

 He was posthumously awarded the
Bharat Ratna.
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Global Peace Photo Award: Seven year
old Aadhyaa Aravind Shankar, hailing from
Karnataka’s Bangalore has scripted history
by becoming the first ever Indian to win
the Children’s Peace Image of the Year
Global Peace Photo Award.

Key Highlights:

 On the occasion of World Peace
Day i.e. on 21st September 2021, the
young photo enthusiast from India
was conferred with the prestigious
award in a ceremony held at the
Austrian Parliament in Vienna.

 Along with bagging the title of first
Indian to be awarded Peace Image
of the Year, either in the child or
adult category, during the
ceremony Shealso received a
diploma, a medal, and a check of
1,000 euros.

 She received this award for her
photo where Young Aadhyaa
beautifully connects a mother’s lap
to the lap of nature via her picture,
titled ‘The Lap of Peace’, where her
mother is seen sleeping in the lap of
her grandmother.

About Global Peace Photo Award:

 In Partnership with UNESCO and
the Austrian Parliament, the Global
Peace Photo Award is awarded
annually by Lammerhuber Editions.

 The award honours and
acknowledges photographers from
around the world whose pictures
reflect human efforts towards a
peaceful world.

2021 Nobel Prize for Economics: Three
US based economists have won the 2021
Nobel Prize for economics.

Key Details:

 The 2021 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in
Economic Sciences has been jointly
awarded to David Card, Joshua D.
Angrist and Guido W. Imbens.

 As per the statement by the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences, the
three economists have ‘completely
reshaped empirical work in the
economic sciences’.

 They have been awarded for
pioneering research on the labour
market impacts of minimum wage,
immigration and education, and for
creating the scientific framework to
allow conclusions to be drawn from
such studies that can't use
traditional methodology.

 The prize has been awarded with
one half to Card, while other half
jointly to Angrist and Imbens.

 Canadian born David Card has
been awarded half the 2021 prize in
economic sciences for his research
on how minimum wage,
immigration and education affect
the labor market.

 Joshua D. Angrist from the
Massachusetts Institute of
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Technology and Dutch born Guido
Imbens from Stanford University
have been awarded the 2021 prize in
economic sciences “for their
methodological contributions to
the analysis of causal relationships.”

About Prize in Economic Sciences:

 Unlike the other Nobel prizes, the
economics award wasn't
established in the will of Alfred
Nobel.

 It was established by the Swedish
central bank in his memory in 1968,
with the first winner selected a year
later.

 The Prize is based on a donation
received by the Nobel Foundation
in 1968 from Sveriges Riksbank on
the occasion of the Bank's 300th
anniversary.

 Prize comprises of a 10 million
Swedish kronor award money which
roughly accounts for Rs 8.33 crore

 It is the last prize announced each
year.

 The first Prize in Economic
Sciences was awarded to Ragnar
Frisch and Jan Tinbergen in 1969.

 The Prize is awarded by the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences in
Stockholm.

 The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in
Economic Sciences has been
awarded 52 times to 86 laureates
between 1969 and 2020.

 The first female winner of
Economics Prize was Elinor Ostrom.
She was awarded the Sveriges
Riksbank Prize in economic
sciences for work on human
cooperation.

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Prerna Sthal: Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam Prerana Sthal’ was
inaugurated at Naval Science &
Technological Laboratory (NSTL),
Visakhapatnam on October 15, 2021.

Key Highlights:

 The Prerna Sthal was inaugurated
to mark Bharat Ratna Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam's 90th birthday as
well as the 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'.

 On this occasion, Dr. Samir V
Kamat, DRDO's director general
(Naval Systems & Materials), jointly
unveiled a statue of Dr. Kalam also.

 NSTL products like Varunastra,
Torpedo Advanced Light (TAL) and
Maareech decoy are also being
displayed on the occasion at NSTL.

About NSTL:

 The Naval Science & Technological
Laboratory (NSTL) is the premier
naval research laboratory working
under the Defence Research &
Development Organisation
(DRDO).

 NSTL is located in Visakhapatnam.

Places in news
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 The primary function of NSTL is
the research & development of
underwater weapons & associated
systems.

 It is handled by the DRDO's
Directorate of Naval Research and
Development.

 The current director of NSTL is Dr.
Y. Sreenivas Rao.

About APJ Abdul Kalam:

 A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's full name Avul
Pakir Jainulabdeen (APJ) Abdul
Kalam was an Indian aerospace
scientist and a politician.

 He served as 11th president of India
from 2002 to 2007.

 Widely referred to as the "People's
President", he returned to his
civilian life of education, writing
and public service after a single
term.

 He was involved in India's civilian
space programme and military
missile development efforts. He
thus came to be known as the
Missile Man of India for his work
on the development of ballistic
missile and launch vehicle
technology.

 He also played significant
organizational, technical, and
political role the Pokhran II nuclear
tests by India in 1998.

 He was a recipient of several
prestigious awards, including the
Bharat Ratna, India's highest
civilian honour.

Desh Ke Mentor Programme: The Delhi
government recently launched its “Desh ke
Mentors” programme.

Key Points:

 Under the 'Desh Ke Mentor'
initiative, a mentor will have to
take out 10 minutes every week to
guide students.

 The programme includes a two
month mandatory mentoring
module and another optional four
month module.

 This programme will be
implemented across all the schools
in Delhi.

Aim:

 It was launched with the aim of
providing students with young
mentors.

 This mentorship programme will
also guide the people aged between
18 and 35.

About Desh Ke Mentor Initiative:

 Under this programme, around
nine lakh students of classes 9 to 12
in Delhi government schools will be
connected with noteworthy citizens
who will offer them career and
general guidance.

 The mentors will engage with
students over the phone for 10 15
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minutes daily to guide them on
various aspects of life

 Interested citizens from across the
country can become mentors by
registering on the Desh ke Mentors
app.

 This app has been developed by a
team from Delhi Technological
University (DTU).

 They will be connected to students
on the basis of mutual interests.

 Mentors from various professional
and academic backgrounds,
between the ages of 18 35, will guide
and support 2 5 students studying
in Delhi government schools.

Note: Actor Sonu Sood has been
appointed as the brand ambassador for
the programme.

About Delhi:

 It is an urban district located in the
city of Delhi.

 New Delhi officially the National
Capital Territory of Delhi (NCT), is
a city and a union territory of India.

 It serves as the capital of India is
the seat of the State Government of
Delhi and the Government of India,
as well as the city or local
governments as per the 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act.

 Union Territories are governed by
the Union Government.

 The current Chief Minister and
Governor of Delhi are Arvind
Kejriwal and Anil Baijal respectively.

River Ranching Program: The Minister
for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry &
Dairying, Parshottam Rupala recently
launched the Nationwide River Ranching
Programme in Uttar Pradesh .

Key Highlights:

 The River Ranching Program is a
part of the ‘Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) scheme.

 It is introduced to augment and
enhance fish production and
productivity by expanding,
intensifying, diversifying and
utilizing land & water productively.

 The programme was launched at
Brijghat, Garh Mukteshwar, Uttar
Pradesh (UP).

 Along with Uttar Pradesh, other 4
states namely, Orissa, Uttarakhand,
Tripura and Chhattisgarh also
participated in the launch of
‘nationwide River Ranching
program’.

 Three lakhs fingerlings were
ranched at 3 sites in UP, namely,
Brijghat, Tigri, Meerut,
Garhmukteshwar and Bijnor.

 In UP, about 500 people
participated in the national level
launching of the River Ranching
program.
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 One lakh fingerlings were ranched
at Chandi Ghat, Ganga River in
Haridwar district of Uttarakhand.

 85 lakh of fingerlings were ranched
at 4 sites of Tripura namely, Gomati
River in Udaipur; Khowai river in
Teliamura; Dhalai river in
Kamalpur and Deo River in
Dashamighat.

 About 218 participants attended the
program.

Aim:

 This programme was introduced
with an aim to help in achieving
sustainable fisheries, conserving
biodiversity, assessing ecosystem
services, reducing habitat
degradation and maximizing social
economic benefits.

 It will also ensure the upgradation
of traditional fishery, trade & social
protection of Inland communities
and ecosystem sustainability.

About the Implementing Agency:

 National Fisheries Development
Board, Hyderabad had been
designated as the nodal agency by
the Department of Fisheries,
Ministry of Fisheries.

About PMMSY:

 It refers to the Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana. The
PMMSY scheme was launched by
the Government of India (GoI) in
May 2020 with Rs.20050 crore as
investment.

 This huge scheme, for the first time,
has been prepared keeping in mind
the trade of fish in every part of the
county.

 It focuses on the sustainable and
responsible development in the
sector of Fisheries and aquaculture.

 It is the largest investment in the
fisheries sector with more than 100
activities and it is to be
implemented during a period of 5
years from FY 2020 21 to FY 2024 25.

About Uttar Pradesh:

 Uttar Pradesh is a state in northern
India.

 It was created on 1 April 1937 as the
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh
during British rule, and was
renamed Uttar Pradesh in 1950.

 Its Capital city is Lucknow.
 The Chief Minister and the

Governor of Uttar Pradesh are Yogi
Adityanath and Anandiben Patel
respectively.
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PLI Scheme for Telecom and
Networking Products: The Minister of
State of Ministry of Communications Shri
Devusinh Chauhan recently launched the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
for Telecom and Networking Products.

Key Points of this scheme:

 PLI Scheme in telecom sector was
launched for realizing the Prime
Minister’s vision of Atma Nirbhar
Bharat.

 This scheme in telecom sector will
help in reducing India’s
dependence on other countries for
import of telecom and networking
products.

 It is being launched by Department
of Telecommunications (DoT) with
the objective to boost domestic
manufacturing in the telecom and
networking products by
incentivising incremental
investments and turnover with
total outlay of ₹ 12,195 crore.

 The scheme is effective from 1st
April, 2021.

 Investment made by successful
applicants in India from 1st April,

2021 onwards and up to FY 2024 25
shall be eligible, subject to
qualifying incremental annual
thresholds.

 The support under the Scheme
shall be provided for a period of five
(5) years, i.e. from FY 2021 22 to FY
2025 26.

 As per Scheme and Scheme
Guidelines, a total of 31 companies,
comprising of 16 MSMEs and 15
Non MSMEs (8 Domestic and 7
Global companies) have been found
eligible and are being given
approval under Production linked
Incentive (PLI) Scheme of
Department of
Telecommunications (DoT),
Ministry of Communications.

Howmany companies were approved
under this scheme?

 As many as 31 companies
comprising 16 MSMEs and 15 Non
MSMEs were given approval under
the PLI Scheme for promoting
telecom and networking products
manufacturing in India.

 Some of the eligible MSME
companies are:
o Coral Telecom Limited,
o Frog Cellsat Limited,
o Ehoome IoT Private Limited,
o GDN Enterprises Private

Limited etc.
 As per commitments given by

applicants, these 31 applicants are
expected to invest ₹ 3345 crore in
the next 4 years and generate
incremental employment of more
than 40,000 people.

 The scheme is expected to boost
domestic Research & Development

India Policy
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Science and Technology

of new products on which 15% of
the committed investment could be
invested.

Sainik Schools: The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
recently gave its approval for affiliation of
100 Schools in Government and private
sector with Sainik School Society on
October 12, 2021.

Key Points:

 As per the approval, these affiliated
Sainik Schools will be launched
under Sainik Schools Society of
Ministry of Defence (MoD).

 These schools will function as an
exclusive vertical which will be
distinct and different from existing
Sainik Schools of MoD.

 In the first phase, 100 affiliate
partners are proposed to be drawn
from states/NGOs/ private partners.

 Starting from the academic year
2022 2023 around five thousand
students will receive admission in
class six in 100 such affiliated
Schools. Currently, existing 33
Sainik Schools have an admission
capacity of about three thousand
students in class six.

Significance:

 The scheme will leverage
Public/private partnership in
education sector.

 It will help tap into existing
infrastructure available with
reputed private and Govt. Schools
and open up new capacities to meet
the growing aspirations of children
desirous of receiving education in a
Sainik School environment.

 It will help in providing effective
physical, psycho social, spiritual,
intellectual, emotional and
cognitive development.

About Sainik Schools:

 Sainik Schools are schools across
India, which are established and
managed by Sainik Schools Society
under the Ministry of Defence
(MoD).

 These schools were conceived in
the year 1961 by V. K. Krishna
Menon.

National Education Policy:

 These schools were affiliated in line
with the National Education Policy.

 The Government of India (GoI) has
also decided to provide an
increased focus on value based
education which in turn will enable
children to develop pride in rich
culture and heritage of India.

 It will also develop effective
leadership among them with
discipline, character, sense of
national duty & patriotism.
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CRISPM Tool: The Union Minister of
Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Shri
Giriraj Singh jointly launched a Climate
Resilience Information System and
Planning (CRISPM) through a virtual event
recently.

Key Points:

 CRISPM Tool was launched for
integration of climate information
in Geographic Information System
(GIS) under the MGNREGS.

 It is based watershed planning
under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA.

 This tool has been developed with
the help and support of British
Government and all the
stakeholders.

 The pilot project has been initiated
in seven states including:

1. Bihar
2. Jharkhand
3. Uttar Pradesh
4. Madhya Pradesh
5. Chhattisgarh
6. Odisha
7. Rajasthan

Aim:

 The main aim of the mission is to
reach across India and the remotest
parts of the country.

 This tool will open up new
possibilities for our rural
communities to deal with the issues
of climate change.

 It will also help people get the
information about climate change

in order to protect them from
weatherrelated disasters.

 In addition, the impact of the tool
is stretched to various other
domains including enhanced
groundwater recharge, increased
forest coverage and increased land
productivity in many impact
studies of Mahatma Gandhi NREGA
across India.

GISbased plans for Panchayats:

 In order to fulfill rural aspirations
to sustain their growth,
wellplanned strategies have been
charted out considering
socioeconomic patterns and
demographic areas.

Note: Geospatial Technology has a
major role to play in rural development
such as water, the provision of
electricity, health facilities, education,
to resources to store, ship and sell the
agricultural produce, everything goes
into rural development and therefore
requires spatial science and technique.

 Ministry of Rural Development has
already prepared GISbased plans for
1.82 lacs Gram Panchayats out of a
total of 2.69 Lacs Gram Panchayats
of India, which is around 68%, with
the help of Remote Sensing
Technology, based on Ridge to
Valley approach.
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Indian Space Association (ISpA): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi recently launched the
Indian Space Association (ISpA) via video
conferencing.

Key Points about ISpA:

 ISpA is the premier industry association of
space and satellite companies in India.

 In line with the Prime Minister’s vision of
Atma Nirbhar Bharat, ISpA will make India
selfreliant, technologically advanced and a
leading player in the Global Space arena.

 It will undertake policy advocacy and engage
with all stakeholders in the Indian space
domain, including the government and its
agencies such as NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL)
and Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorization Centre (INSPACe), among
others.

 The reforms in the space sector are based
on four pillars:

1. Freedom of innovation to the
private sector.

2. The government’s role as an
enabler.

3. Preparing the youth for the future.
4. Seeing the space sector as a tool

for the development of the common
man.

 ISpA has appointed Jayant Patil, senior
executive vice presidentdefence, L&TNxT as
its first chairman and Rahul Vatts, chief
regulatory officer, Bharti Airtel as vice
chairman. Lt Gen AK Bhatt (Retd) has been
named as the body’s directorgeneral.

 The founding members of ISpA include
Nelco (Tata group), Larsen & Toubro, Bharti
Airtel, OneWeb, Mapmyindia,
Walchandnagar Industries and Ananth
Technology Limited while the core members
includes BEL, Godrej, AzistaBST Aerospace
Private Limited, Hughes India, Centum
Electronics and Maxar India.

First Automated & Driverless Train: The
German rail operator, Deutsche Bahn and
industrial group, Siemens recently
launched the first automated & driverless
train of the world.

Highlights:

 The selfdriving train was launched
in the city of Hamburg.

 Dubbed as the worldfirst selfdriving
train is being developed by
‘Siemens and Deutsche Bahn’.

 The project is part of a
60millioneuro modernization of the
rapid urban rail system of Hamburg.

 This train is more punctual and
energy efficient as compared to
traditional trains.

 Germany has planned to add four
such trains to the SBahn rapid
urban rail network of northern city.

 These trains will start carrying
passengers from December on the
existing rail infrastructure.

 On the other hand, other cities in
Europe such as Paris are already
running driverless metros and
airports often have automated
monorail trains plying terminals.
However, these trains run on
exclusive single tracks while the
Hamburg train will share tracks
with other regular trains.
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How will the automated train run?

 Though the train is controlled by
digital technology and is fully
automated, but still a driver will sit
on the train to supervise journeys of
the passengers on board.

Benefits:

 These automated trains will offer a
reliable service without laying a
single kilometre of new track.

 These trains can transport “up to 30
percent more passengers”.

 Besides improving the punctuality,
these trains will save more than 30
percent of energy.

About Deutsche Bahn:

 It is a German railway company
headquartered in Berlin.

 It is a private jointstock company
and is the secondlargest transport
company in the world.

 The Federal Republic of Germany is
the only shareholder in the
company.

 In the year 2015, Deutsche Bahn
was the largest railway company of
the world by revenue.

Additional Info:

 In September 2018, Germany had
launched the world’s first
autonomous tram in Potsdam, west
of Berlin.

 A team of 50 mathematicians,
physicists, computer scientists and
engineers at the German
engineering company Siemens had
developed the tram.

Scientific Advisory Group for the
Origins (SAGO):World Health
Organization (WHO) has recently
announced the establishment of a scientific
advisory group to identify the origin of
COVID19 and other future outbreaks.

Key Points:

 The WHO’s Scientific Advisory
Group for the Origins on Novel
Pathogens, or SAGO, will include
26 scientists from the US, China
and about two dozen other
countries to find out the answer the
question of how the novel
coronavirus first infected humans.

 The SAGO will also be responsible
for establishing a framework to
combat future pandemics.

Additional Info:

 The leading Indian epidemiologist,
Dr Raman Gangakhedkar, has been
named to an expert group launched
by the WHO that will examine
origins of emerging and reemerging
pathogens of epidemic and
pandemic potential, including
SARSCoV2, the coronavirus that
causes COVID19.

 He is the former head of
epidemiology and communicable
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diseases at the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), is the Dr
C.G. Pandit National Chair at the
ICMR.

OneWeb: Bharti Groupbacked OneWeb
has entered an arrangement with the
commercial arm of the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO), NewSpace
India Limited (NSIL), to launch its satellite
in India from 2022.

Key Points:

OneWeb already has 322 satellites in orbit.

Under this arrangement, OneWeb through
a letter of intent (LOI) with NSIL, will use
Indianbuilt PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle) and the heavier GSLVMkIII
(Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle)
as potential platforms to launch its
satellites to beam highspeed broadband on
earth from 2022.

About OneWeb:

 OneWeb (legally Network Access
Associates Ltd) is a low Earth orbit
satellite communications company.

 It will work with stakeholders
across for the development of
India’s space ecosystem.

 The company is also amongst the
founding members of ISpA.

 It is headquartered in London.
 The company was founded by Greg

Wyler in 2012 and launched its first
satellites in February 2019.

 This company had entered
bankruptcy in March 2020.

 But it emerged from the
bankruptcy proceedings and
reorganization in November 2020
with a new ownership group, led by
the Government of the United
Kingdom and Indian multinational
company Bharti Global, each
holding 42% of the company equity
and board.
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Turkish Grand Prix 2021: Valtteri
Bottas (Mercedes Finland) has won the
F1 Turkish Grand Prix 2021.

Highlights:

 It was held on October 10, 2021.
This is his first title of this
season.

 Max Verstappen (Red Bull –
Netherlands) came second while
Sergio Perez (Mexico Red Bull)
finished third.

 Meanwhile, Lewis Hamilton
finished fifth.

Official Mascot for U 17 2022 Women’s
World Cup: The World football governing
body, FIFA has launched the official
mascot of the U 17 Women’s World Cup
India 2022.

Key Highlights:

 The mascot has been named
“IBHA” which is an Asiatic lioness.

 The mascot represents women’s
power, aiming to inspire women
and girls across the world to take
the right decisions and reach their
full potential.

 The tournament will be held in
India from October 11 30, 2022.

 The tournament will be organized
as the 7th edition of the FIFA U 17
Women’s World Cup.

About FIFA:

 It is an acronym for International
Federation of Association Football.

 FIFA is a non profit organization
and the highest governing body of
Football.

 It was founded on 21 May 1904.
 It is headquartered in Zurich,

Switzerland.
 The current President of FIFA is

Gianni Infantino.

Amy Hunter: Amy Hunter became the
youngest batter to score an ODI century in
either men’s or women’s cricket.

Key Highlights:
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 She hit 121 not out on her 16th
birthday against Zimbabwe.

 This Belfast batter who was playing
in only her fourth ODI – broke the
record previously held by India’s
Mithali Raj.

 Mithila Raj had scored 114 not out
against Ireland in 1999 when she
was 16 years 205 days.

ISSF Junior World Championship: The
Indian shooters claimed a historic win with
43 medals to stand atop in the medal table.

Key Highlights:

 The Indian shooters won 17 gold, to
finish on top in the ISSF Junior
World Championship.

 On the final day of the ISSF Junior
World Championship, Rhythm
Sangwan, Vijayveer Sidhu, Arjun
Singh Cheema, and Shikha Narwal
won Gold for India and put the
country firmly on top of the
standings with 17 gold.

 The United States of America (USA)
finished second in the medal table
with 21 medals including 6 gold, 8
silver and 6 bronze.

 Italy won 10 medals followed by
France with 9 and Germany with 10.

 The 2021 International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF) Junior
World Championship
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun was held at
Lima in Peru from September 27 to
October 10, 2021.

Performance by the Indian Shooters:

In the Men's Category:

 Manu Bhaker created a milestone
record of becoming the first Indian
shooter to win the highest number
of medals in a single edition of the
ISSF Junior World Championships,
with as many as five medals. These
included 4 gold medals and a
bronze.

 Vijayveer Sidhu won gold in the
junior men’s 25 m standard pistol
for his third yellow metal at the
championship.

 Udhayveer, Vijayveer’s twin brother,
won silver with 570, with the same
score as his brother, however, with
three lesser inner 10s.

 Harsh Gupta took Bronze with a
566 in a 17 strong field.

 In the 50m pistol for Junior men,
Arjun Singh Cheema bossed the 16
strong field with 549 out of 600.

Women Category:

 Rhythm Sangwan won her fourth
gold with a victory in the Junior
women’s 25m standard pistol with a
score of 573.

 Naamya Kapoor (563) and
Niveditha Veloor Nair (565) won
Bronze and Silver.

 In the final event of the ISS Junior
World Championship, Shikha
Narwal from India won the junior
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women’s 50m pistol with a score of
530.

 Esha Singh was second with 529
while Navdeep Kaur was third with
526.

 Ganemat Sekhon, in the shotgun
discipline, in the junior women’s
skeet returned with two medals
(one gold, one silver) further
enhancing her reputation as an
excellent future prospect.


