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Arts and Culture

World Sanskrit Day:World Sanskrit Day,
also known as Vishva samskrita dinam is
an annual event focused around the
ancient Indian language of Sanskrit.

Key Points:

 The event incorporates lectures
about the language and is aimed to
promote its revival and
maintenance.

 The basic objective of celebrating
Sanskrit Day and Sanskrit Week is
to spread the word of Sanskrit
language.

 It is celebrated on Shraavana
poornima, i.e., the full moon day of
the Shraavana month in the Hindu
calendar.

 The Sanskrit organization
Samskrita Bharati is involved in
promoting the day.

 In the year 2021, this day is
celebrated on August 22.

 This year, India is observing the
Sanskrit Week from August 19 to
August 25, 2021, to promote,
popularize and cherish the
importance of ancient language.

History:

The Government of India (GoI) decided to
celebrate World Sanskrit Day in 1969, on
the occasion of Raksha Bandhan that falls
on the full moon day of the Hindu month
of Shravana.

Why was Shraavana poornima chosen
as Sanskrit day?

 Shravani Purnima i.e. Raksha
Bandhan is considered to be the
festival of remembrance and
worship of sages and worship for
their dedication.

 In Vedic literature it was called
Shravani.

 On this day, before the study of
Vedas in Gurukulas, Yajñopavita
which is a sacred thread is worn.

 This ceremony is called
Upanayana or Upakarma
Sanskar.

 The old Yajñopavita is also
changed on this day.

 Priests also tie raksha sutras to the
hosts.

 Rishis are the original source of
Sanskrit literature, hence Shravani
Purnima is celebrated as Rishi Parv
and World Sanskrit Day.

 This day was chosen because the
academic year in ancient India
started on this day.

 On this day the students start the
study of Vedas in the gurukulas.
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 From the full moon of the month of
Paush to the full moon of the
month of Shraavana, the studies
are stopped to learn other
Vedantic scriptures.

 This tradition is still unbroken in
modern Vedic schools.

Note:

 The New Education Policy (NEP)
has laid an ambitious path for
“mainstreaming” Sanskrit.

 NEP also stated that Sanskrit
universities will be turned into
multi disciplinary institutions of
higher learning.

 The Sanskrit language was declared
as the second official language of
Uttarakhand.

Purpose of Sanskrit Day Celebration:

Sanskrit language, which has the status of Dev
language, is now losing its existence.

In India too, the number of people who read,
write, and understand it is very less. Sanskrit
day (Sanskrit Diwas / National Sanskrit Day)
is celebrated to remind society of the
importance and necessity of Sanskrit. So that
as time progresses people do not forget that
Sanskrit is also a language.

Origin of Sanskrit language:

 Sanskrit is known as the “mother of
all languages" is now one of the
least spoken.

 Numerous languages arose from
this language.

 The Sanskrit language has the largest
vocabulary of about 102 Arab 78
crores 50 lakh words.

 The term Sanskrit is derived from
the conjoining of the prefix 'Sam'

meaning 'Samyak' which indicates
'entirely' and 'krit' indicates 'done'.
o In terms of communication,

reading and hearing Sanskrit
term indicates perfectly or
entirely done.

 It is believed to be an Indo Aryan
language, which is said to have
originated around 3500 years ago.

 However, in the scriptures, the
Sanskrit language is thought to
have originated in the second
millennium BCE, when the Rig
Veda was composed.

 This Indo Aryan language has been
designated as a classical language
recognized for its scientific
composition and is in high demand
all over the world.

 This language is also termed as Dev
Vani means Gods language.

 It is believed that Sanskrit language
have been generated by the God
Brahma who passed it to the rishis
or sages that were living in
celestial abodes and further they
communicated it to their earthly
disciples from where it spread on
the earth.

 In the written form the origin of the
Sanskrit language is traced back to
the 2nd millennium BCE when the
Rig Veda a collection of hymns is
assumed to have been written.

 Sanskrit in literary terms is
classified into two different periods,
1. The Vedic period
2. The Classical period.

 In the Vedas sacred texts, Vedic
Sanskrit is found mainly in the Rig
Veda, the Puranas and the
Upanishads.
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 The Vedas were composed in the
period 1000 to 500 BCE.

Additional Info:

 The language impressed some
Europeans.

 Sir William Jones, an English
scholar, arrived in India in 1783 as a
judge of the British Supreme Court
in Calcutta.

 He was the Asian Society’s founder.
 He translated the Sanskrit author

Kalidasa’s Abhijnana Shakuntala
and Ritu Samhara as well as
Jayadeva’s Gita Govinda into
English.

 Manusmriti was also translated into
English by Jones.

 Another scholar Sir Charles
Wilkins in 1785 translated the
Bhagavad Gita in to English.

 The German philologist Max
Muller also translated Hitopdesh
which is a collection of Indian
fables into German.

Some interesting facts about Sanskrit
language:

 Sanskrit language has an organized
grammatical structure.

 Even the vowels and consonants are
arranged in a scientific pattern.

 It is said that a person can express
himself or herself in Sanskrit in one
word only.

 In English language too there are
words whose origin can be traced
back to Sanskrit like bangle from
bangri, sugar from sakara, cash
from karsha etc.

 In Karnataka, everyone in the
village is Mattur in Shimoga district
speaks in Sanskrit language.

 Sanskrit language is declared as an
official language of Uttarakhand.

 Sudharma is the only daily
newspaper in the world in Sanskrit
language.It has been published
since 1970 from Mysore, Karnataka
and is available online.

 In classical music that is in the
Carnatic and Hindustani, Sanskrit
is used.

 Sanskrit language has the largest
vocabulary of about 102 arab 78
crore 50 lakh words.

 The most computer friendly
language is Sanskrit.

 According to NASA scientist Rick
Briggs, Sanskrit is the only
unambiguous language in existence.

 There is a University in America
dedicated to Sanskrit.

 Also, NASA has a department for
research on Sanskrit manuscripts.

Onam:Onam is an annual harvest festival
celebrated in the Indian state of Kerala.

 This year, the harvest festival began
on August 12 and concluded on
August 23, 2021.

Key Points about Onam:
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 Onam is also called Thiruonam and
it is celebrated at the beginning of
the month Chingam of Malayalam
calendar.

 It is the most revered and
celebrated festival and is celebrated
every year by the Malayali
community across the world.

 The 10 day long festival marks the
beginning of harvest season as well
as the appearance of the Vaman
avatar of Lord Vishnu along with
the homecoming of King Mahabali.

 The festival begins from Atham
(Hasta) nakshatram, and ends on
Thiruvonam (Shravana)
nakshatram.

 The 10 days of the festival are
named on the names of astrological
stars as per the Malayalam calendar.

 The ten days of celebration
includes cultural activities like
Atthachamayam, Pulikali, boat race,
Kummati kali and tug of war.

The following are the 10 days of Onam
and its significance:

 The celebration of Onam begins
with Atham. People in Kerala
decorates their home with yellow
flowers known as Pokkalam.

 The 2nd day of the festival is known
as Chithira. On this day, people
clean their entire houses and add
another layer of flowers to the
Pokkalam.

 The 3rd day of Onam is observed by
meeting family members and
exchanging gifts, known as
Onakodi and jewellery.

 The 4th day is considered the most
auspicious one that marks the
preparation of Onam Sadhya.

 On the 5th day, the annual boat
race known as the Vallamkali boat
race is conducted from the town
Aranmula on the banks of the
Pamba river in Pathanamthitta.
People of the Malayali community
participate in this.

 Thriketta is the 6th day of this
harvest festival. From this day, the
schools remain closed and kids
start preparing for the devotional
prayers.

 With just two days left for the
festival, the 7th day marks the
beginning of the preparation for
Onam Sandhya in which several
dance performances are held.

 The 8th day holds significance in
festivities as the idols of Vamana
and King Mahabali are prepared by
using clay and placed in the centre
of the Pokkalam.

 On the 9th day of Uthradom, the
festivities begin on a large scale.
People start preparation for
traditional meals by using fruits
and vegetables.

 The 10th day of the festival is the
most important day of the carnival
of Onam. It is believed that on
Thiruvonam, the spirit of legendary
King Mahabali visits the state of
Kerala and hence, the festivities
begin from early morning. The
grand feast of Onam called Onam
sadhya is also prepared on this day.

Legend:

 The story behind Onam festival is
interesting. According to legends,
the asura king, Mahabali, who ruled
Kerala, became very powerful.
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 He was a noble and just king and he
was expanding his kingdom.

 He conquered the earth and the
netherworld, which made the gods
in heaven restless.

 They were threatened by the
growing power of Mahabali.

 To seek help, the gods went to
Vishnu, who agreed to help them.

 Vishnu, disguised as a dwarf
Brahmin,Vamana, went to meet
Mahabali, who was in the middle of
a yagna (fire sacrifice).

 Mahabali had declared that if
anyone sought anything from him
during the yagna, he would grant
their wish.

 Hence, the dwarf Brahmin asked
Mahabali to give him land
equivalent to his three paces. As
soon as Mahabali agreed to give
him the land, Vamana grew in
stature.

 With the first step he covered the
sky and with the second step, he
covered the earth. As one more step
was remaining, Mahabali asked him
to place the third step on him head.

 With the final step, Vamana sent
the Mahabali to netherworld but he
granted Mahabli’s one wish to visit
the earth and meet his people once
a year.

 Onam is celebrated on the day
Mahabali returns to earth to meet
his subject.

Saroops: Recently, Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri carried on one of the
saroops of the holy Guru Granth Sahib on
his head which was flown in from
Afghanistan.

About Saroop:

 Saroop is a physical copy of Sri
Guru Granth Sahib, also called Bir
in Punjabi.

 Every Bir has 1,430 pages, which are
referred to as Ang.

 The verses on every page remain
the same.

 The Sikhs consider the saroop of
Guru Granth Sahib a living guru
and treat it with utmost respect.

 They believe that all the 10 Gurus
were the same spirit in different
bodies, and the Guru Granth Sahib
is their eternal physical and
spiritual form.

 It was the fifth Sikh master, Guru
Arjan Dev, who compiled the first
Bir of the Guru Granth Sahib in
1604, and installed it at the Golden
Temple in Amritsar.

 Later, the tenth Sikh master, Guru
Gobind Singh, added verses penned
by the ninth master, his father
Guru Tegh Bahadur, and compiled
the Bir for the second and last time.
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 It was in 1708 that Guru Gobind
Singh declared the Guru Granth
Sahib the living Guru of the Sikhs.

 Guru Granth Sahib is a
compendium of hymns written by
six Sikh gurus,15 saints, including
Bhagat Kabir, Bhagat Ravidas,
Sheikh Farid and Bhagat Namdev, 11
Bhatts (balladeers) and four Sikhs.
The verses are composed in 31 ragas.

About the significance of the act of
carrying the Saroop on one’s head:

 The installation and transportation
of Guru Granth Sahib is governed
by a strict code of conduct called
rehat maryada.

 Under ideal circumstances, five
baptised Sikhs are required to
transfer the Guru Granth Sahib
from one place to another.

 As a mark of respect, the Bir of the
Guru Granth Sahib is carried on the
head, and the person walks
barefoot.

 Whenever a devout sees the Bir of
Guru Granth Sahib passing by, s/he
removes her shoes and bows.

 A ceremonial whisk is waved high
over the Guru Granth Sahib either
on the move or while reading from
it.

 Gurdwaras have a separate resting
place for the Saroop, called ‘Sukh
Asan Sthan’ or ‘Sachkhand’ where
the Guru rests at night. This takes
place at the end of the day when
the holy book is ceremoniously
shut and rested.

 In the morning, the saroop is again
installed in a ceremony called
‘prakash’.

Note: Many tourists specially come to
watch the prakash and sukha asan
ceremony of the Guru Granth Sahib at
the Golden Temple.

Hari singh Nalwa: Recently the old cliché
that states the Afghanistan is a “graveyard
of empires” has been restored.

 The reason for this is that during
recent times the 2 superpowers of
the world including erstwhile USSR
and the USA decided to pull out
their troops from Afghanistan as
over the years, Afghanistan has
been notoriously difficult to govern.

 But Hari Singh Nalwa, a legendary
Sikh commander, had once tamed
the turbulent forces in Afghanistan
and earned the reputation of being
the “most feared Sikh warrior”.

About Hari Singh Nalwa:

 Hari Singh Nalwa (1791–1837) was
Commander in chief of the Sikh
Khalsa Fauj, the army of the Sikh
Empire.

 He was born in Gujranwala, in the
Majha region of Punjab to Dharam
Kaur and Gurdial Singh Uppal, in a
Sikh Uppal Khatri family. After his
father died in 1798, he was raised by
his mother.
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Defence

 He was one of the main and most
trustworthy commanders of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s force.

 He remained Governor of Kashmir,
Hazara and Peshawar.

 He is known for his role in the
conquests of Kasur, Sialkot, Attock,
Multan, Kashmir, Peshawar and
Jamrud.

 He defeated various Afghans and
established control over various
regions along the boundary of
Afghanistan and prevented Afghans
from entering Punjab through
Khyber pass.

Note: Khyber Pass was the main route
to enter India by the foreign invaders
from 1000 AD till early 19th century.

 During a hunt in 1804, a tiger
attacked him and also killed his
horse.

 His fellow hunters attempted to
protect him but he refused their
offers and allegedly killed the tiger
by himself bare handedly by tearing
the tiger apart from its mouth, thus
earning the cognomen Baghmar
(Tiger killer) and because of this
Nalwa was attached to his name.

 In 1818, Sikh army under Nalwa
won the Battle of Peshawar and
Nalwa was asked to be stationed
there.

 Nalwa took control over Jamrud in
1837, a fort at the entryway to
Afghanistan through Khyber Pass.

Note: For his bravery and ferocity, the
government of India released a stamp
on the name of Nalwa in 2013.

Fun Fact:

 Legend has it that Afghan mothers
used to quieten their newborns by
taking Nalwa's name and for young
Afghans, his name was a terror
spoken in hush hush.

 And probably that's why even
American generals used to tell
Nalwa's story to motivate their
troops when US Afghan war was in
its thick.

Exercise Konkan 2021: Exercise Konkan
2021 was held between INS Tabar and HMS
Westminster on 16 August 2021 in the
English Channel.

Key Points:

 The Indo UK Naval exercise
included the participation of
integral helicopters of the two ships
and the Falcon Electronic Warfare
aircraft.

 A wide range of exercises like co
ordinate anti submarine procedures,
combined maritime picture
compilation, firing drills,
replenishment at sea and combat



SUBSCRIBE FOR MONTHLY MAGAZINE
Click here

HTTPS://WWW.CIVILSERVICEINDIA.COM/

www.civilserviceindia.com

formation maneuvering were
conducted during the exercise.

 These along with the diverse
professional engagements held
earlier in harbour, have enabled
Exercise Konkan 2021 consolidate
interoperability which in turn have
helped cement the strong bonds of
friendship between the two navies.

About Konkan exercise:

 The bilateral naval exercise Konkan
is being held every year since 2004.

 The Indian Navy and Britain’s Royal
Navy hold this bilateral naval
exercise to enhance the
interoperability, synergy and
cooperation between both navies. It
is based on the long term strategic
relationship between them.

About INS Tabar:

 INS Tabar is the third Talwar class
frigate in Indian Navy.

 It was commissioned on April 19,
2004 in Kaliningrad, Russia.

 The current Commanding Officer
(CO) of INS Tabar is Captain
Mahesh Mangipudi.

 It reached the home port of
Mumbai on July 31, 2004.

 INS Tabar is assigned to Western
Naval Command of Indian Navy,
which is headquartered in Mumbai.

 This warship can handle air or
surface or subsurface missions and
defend herself.

About HMSWestminster:

 It is a Type 23 frigate of the Royal
Navy of England.

 It was launched on February 4, 1992.

 It has been named after Dukedom
of Westminster.

Malabar Naval Exercise: The navies of
the Quad countries—India, the US,
Australia and Japan are all set to conduct
the Malabar Naval Exercise from August 26,
2021.

Key Details:

 On August 21, 2021, Indian stealth
frigate INS Shivalik and anti
submarine warfare corvette INS
Kadmatt arrived in Guam to take
part in the exercise that will feature
an array of complex drills.

 The annual exercise will be four day
affair.

 The next edition of the high voltage
Malabar naval exercise will be
conducted from 26th August to
29th August 2021 amid mounting
global concerns over China’s
growing military muscle flexing in
the Indo Pacific region.

 This exercise will be conducted off
the coast of Guam which is an
island territory of the U.S. in the
Western Pacific.
o It is located 2,500 km east of the

Philippines.
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 It will be conducted with the aim of
enhancing inter operability, gaining
from best practices and developing
a common understanding of
procedures required for maritime
security operations.

 The Malabar 21 will witness high
tempo exercises among destroyers,
frigates, corvettes, submarines,
helicopters and long range
maritime patrol aircraft of the
participating navies.

 Complex surface, sub surface and
air operations including live
weapon firing drills, anti surface,
anti air and anti submarine warfare
drills, and joint manoeuvres and
tactical exercises will also be
conducted during the exercise

About Malabar Exercise:

 Malabar exercise is an annual naval
exercise between the navies of India,
Australia, Japan, and the USA.

 It is held alternately in the Indian
Ocean and Pacific Ocean.

Background:

 The Malabar exercise started in
1992 as a bilateral drill between the
Indian Navy and the U.S. Navy in
the Indian Ocean.

 Japan became a permanent member
of the exercise in 2015.

 This annual exercise was conducted
off the coast of Guam in 2018 and
off the coast of Japan in 2019.

 Last year, the exercise was hosted
in two phases in the Bay of Bengal
and the Arabian Sea.

 Following India's invitation,
Australia participated in the

Malabar exercise last year that
effectively made it a drill by all four
member nations of the Quad.

Aim of the exercise:

 The Malabar exercise which is
conducted annually aims to support
free, open and inclusive Indo
Pacific region.

 Its aim is also to remains
committed to a rule based
international order.

 It also seeks to achieve
interoperability with an emphasis
on humanitarian assistance, anti
submarine warfare, gunnery
training, surface war manoeuvres,
counter terror operations, and
aerial surveillance.

Women in Army: A Selection Board of the
Indian Army, for the first time has
approved the promotion of five women
officers to the rank of colonel (time scale)
rank, post completion of 26 years of
reckonable service.

Note: Army officers are given the rank
of time scale colonels after they
complete 26 years in service.
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Key Details:

 The five women officers selected for
Colonel Time Scale rank are Lt Col
Sangeeta Sardana from the Corps of
Signals, Lt Col Sonia Anand and Lt
Col Navneet Duggal from the Corps
of EME and Lt Col Reenu Khanna
and Lt Col Ritcha Sagar from the
Corps of Engineers.

 Previously, only women officers
serving in the Army Education
Corps (AEC), Judge Advocate
General (JAG), and the Army
Medical Corps (AMC) were
applicable for promotion to the
Colonel Time Scale rank.

Background:

 In a landmark verdict in February
2020, the Supreme Court had
directed that women officers in the
Army be granted a permanent
commission, rejecting the Centre’s
stand of their physiological
limitations as being based on
“stereotypes” and “gender
discrimination against women”.

 In yet another feat, on August 18,
2021, the Apex Court passed an
interim order to allow women to
take the admission exam to
National Defence Academy (NDA)
where only men could appear. The
exam is scheduled for September 5,
2021.
o The bench added that

admissions, etc be subjected to
its final order.

Significance:

 The widening of promotion avenues to
more branches of the Indian Army is a

sign of increasing career opportunities
for women officers.

 Along with permanent commission to
women officers as well as allowing
women to appear for NDA exam are
steps of the Indian Army towards a
gender neutral Army.

China's Missile Silos: A new report by the
Federation of American Scientists (FAS)
shows that China is building more than 100
new missile silos in the desert near its
Yumen city.

Key Details:

 Satellite images have revealed that
China is building at least three
missile silo fields in Yumen in
Gansu province, near Hami in
Xinjiang province, and at Hanggin
Banner, Ordos City, in Inner
Mongolia.

 It seems that China is constructing
around 120 missile silos at Yumen,
around 110 silos in Hami, and 29 in
the Hanggin Banner field.

 Earlier this year, 16 missile silos
were detected in the People’s
Liberation Army Rocket Force’s
(PLARF) Jilantai training area, also
in Inner Mongolia.

 China, for several decades before
these discoveries in 2021, operated
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only 20 missile silos for its DF 5
liquid fuel intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM).

 On completion of the ongoing work,
China could have 250 270 new
missile silos, more than 10 times the
number it had maintained for
several decades.

 This comes in the backdrop of a
June 30 report from the Middlebury
Institute of International Studies
which showed the first new
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
(ICBM) silo field at Yumen in
Gansu province could have 120
under construction silos.

How were the fields discovered?

i. The Yumen field was discovered
by commercial satellite images
obtained by researchers at the
James Martin Center for
Nonproliferation Studies, California.

ii. The Hami field was identified by
nuclear experts at the Federation of
American Scientists (FAS) using
Planet Labs satellite images.

iii. The Hanggin Banner field was
discovered by researchers at the
China Aerospace Studies Institute,
Washington DC.

Why is China building missile silos?

There could be three possible explanations.
They are as follows:

1. Firstly, some Chinese political
scientists believe this could be
China’s attempt to move towards a
launch on warning (LOW) nuclear
posture.

Note: LOW refers to a launch at an
adversary on detection of an incoming
missile before the adversary’s missile
hits its target.

2. Secondly, it enables China to
achieve its goal of increasing its
nuclear warhead stockpile.

3. Thirdly, China could maybe use
these silos as decoys.

Significance for India:

The matter assumes a great significance for
India because India and China are locked
in a military standoff at the Line of Actual
Control in eastern Ladakh since 2020.

Even after a disengagement of troops from
both sides at the contentious Pangong Tso
area in March 2021, there has been no
further breakthrough in military and
diplomatic talks between the two countries.

Although both China and India have
pledged nuclear ‘no first use’ doctrines,
India’s modest ballistic missile defence
capabilities and China’s nuclear ambiguity
are matters of concern for India.

What is a Missile Silo?

 A missile launch facility, also
known as an underground missile
silo, launch facility (LF), or
nuclear silo, is a vertical
cylindrical structure constructed
underground, for the storage and
launching of intercontinental
ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

 The structures typically have the
missile some distance below
ground, protected by a large "blast
door" on top. They are usually
connected, physically and/or
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electronically, to a missile launch
control center.

KAZIND 21: The 5th edition of Indo
Kazakhstan Joint Training Exercise,
“KAZIND 21” will be held from August 30 to
September 11, 2021, at Training Node, Aisha
Bibi, Kazakhstan.

Key Details:

 KAZIND 21 is being held as part of
military diplomacy and to
strengthen the growing strategic
relation with Kazakhstan.

 The exercise is a joint training
between both the Armies, which
will boost the bilateral relations
between India and Kazakhstan.

 It is also a platform for the Armed
Forces of India & Kazakhstan to
train for Counter Insurgency and
Counter Terrorism operations in
the mountainous, rural scenarios
under UN mandate.

 The Indian Army contingent
represented by a battalion of The
Bihar Regiment consists of a total
of 90 personnel led by a Contingent
Commander. The Kazakhstan Army
will be represented by a company
group.

MANTHAN 2021:On 26th August 2021,
Bureau of Police Research and
Development (BPR&D) and All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
have jointly launched the MANTHAN 2021
hackathon.

About MANTHAN 2021 Hackathon :

 MANTHAN 2021 Hackathon is a
unique national initiative to
identify innovative concepts and
technology solutions for addressing
the security challenges of the 21st
century faced by our intelligence
agencies.

 This hackathon will have two
phases.

 In the first phase, participants
would submit their concepts
against the problem statements
which they wish to solve on the
portal.

 These submitted ideas will be
evaluated by group of experts in the
field and only the innovative ideas
will be selected for the Grand Finale
or 2nd round scheduled from 28
November 2021.

 During this 36 hours online
hackathon, scheduled from 28th
November to 1st December 2021,
selected youths from education
institutions across the country and
registered start ups will participate
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to offer strong, safe and effective
technology solutions using their
technical expertise and innovative
skills.

 Participants are expected to
develop digital solutions under 6
themes for 20 different challenge
statements such as using new
technologies like Artificial
Intelligence, Deep Learning,
Augmented reality, Machine
Learning, etc. for ever changing
protection associated challenges,
which include photo/video analysis,
Fake Content Identification
alongside with the information of
creator, predictive Cyber Crime
records analytics, etc.

 The winning teams will receive a
prize of Rs 40 lakhs.

ARMY 2021: The International Military and
Technical Forum ‘ARMY 2021’ was
organised in Moscow, Russia from August
22 to 28, 2021, at Patriot Expo, Kubinka Air
Base and Alabino military training grounds.

Key Points:

 The ARMY 2021 is the 7th edition of
the annual International Military
Technical Forum.

 Delegations from at least 70 nations
participated in this high profile
event.

 The forum showcased over 730
pieces of Russian weapons and
equipment, as well as 28,000
exhibits from industrial enterprises
for a free inspection.

About the India Pavilion:

 The India Pavilion at the Army
2020 International Military and
Technical Forum was inaugurated
by Secretary (Defence Production)
Raj Kumar and Indian Ambassador
DB Venkatesh Verma outside
Moscow, the Indian Embassy in
Russia.

 The Indian pavilion was
represented by Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO), Goa Shipyard Limited,
Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL), BEML
and Ordnance Factory Board (OFB).

 The DRDO showcased its 11
products, having the capability of
being exported.

 These include:
 Beyond Visual Range Air to Air

Missile (BVRAAM) ‘ASTRA’,
 Anti Tank Guided Missile

(ATGM) NAG and HELINA,
Surface to Air Missile (SAM)
‘Akash’, Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Tejas,

 Airborne Early Warning and
Control System (AEW&C),

 Identification of Friend and Foe
(IFF), Advanced Towed Artillery
Gun System (ATAGS), Joint
Venture Protective Carbine
(JVPC),

 Arjun Main Battle Tank (MK1A),
 Rohini Radar and Air Defence

Fire Control Radar (ADFCR)
Atulya Radar.

About the forum:

 The International Military and
Technical Forum ‘ARMY’ is being
organized by the Ministry of
Defence of the Russian Federation
since 2015.
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 This Forum is the world’s leading
exhibition of armament and
military equipment and the
authoritative platform for
discussing innovative ideas and
developments for the armed forces
by various foreign exhibitors,
delegations and visitors.

FRP for Sugarcane: The Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA),
on August 25, 2021, approved the highest
ever fair & remunerative price (FRP) for
sugarcane farmers.

Key Points:

 The cost of production of sugarcane
for the sugar season 2021 22 is Rs.
155 per quintal.

 FRP of sugarcane for sugar season
2021 22 (October September) has
been increased at Rs. 290/ per
quintal for a basic recovery rate of
10%.

 This FRP of Rs. 290 per quintal at a
recovery rate of 10% is higher by
87.1% over production cost, thereby
giving the farmers a return of much
more than 50% over their cost.

 If recovery is less than 9.5%, then
farmers will be given a FRP of Rs
275 per quintile.

 The FRP has been determined on
the basis of recommendations of
Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices (CACP) and after
consultation with State
Governments and other stake
holders.

Benefits:

 This approval is the highest ever
FRP.

 It is going to benefit 5 crore
sugarcane farmers and their
dependents.

 It will also benefit 5 lakh workers
who are employed in sugar mills
and related ancillary activities.

What is Fair and remunerative price
(FRP)?

 FRP is the minimum price at which
sugarcane is purchased by sugar
mills from farmers.

 This price is fixed by Union
government based on the
recommendations of Commission
for Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP).

 It is determined under Sugarcane
(Control) Order, 1966.

 FRP is determined by considering
various factors like cost of
production, domestic &
international prices, demand
supply situation, inter crop price
parity etc.

 This FRP is uniformly applicable all
over the country.
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Note: However, some states namely
Haryana, Punjab, UP, Uttarakhand, and
TN announce a State Advised Price,
which is usually higher than the FRP.

Forum for Decarbonizing Transport:
NITI Aayog and World Resources Institute
(WRI), India, on 23rd August 2021, jointly
launched the ‘Forum for Decarbonizing
Transport’ in India.

Key Points:

 This forum has been launched
virtually as a part of the NDC
Transport Initiative for Asia (NDC
TIA) project.

 The project aims at bringing down
the peak level of GHG emissions
(transport sector) in Asia (in line
with a well below 2 degree
pathway), resulting in problems
like congestion and air pollution.

Why is it needed?

 It is needed for the following
reasons:

 India has a massive and diverse
transport sector which is also the
third most CO2 emitting sector.
o Transports emits more than 20

percent of the energy related
CO2 which has increased the
global warming.

o This is because transport relies
on the oil for more than 90
percent of its energy so it is
particularly hard to decarbonize.

 Data from (IEA, 2020; Ministry of
Environment Forest and Climate
Change, 2018) suggests that within
the transport sector, road transport
contributes to more than 90% of
the total CO2 emissions.

Steps taken by the Government:

 The Government of India (GoI),
through various policy measures
and initiatives, is continuously
working towards the
decarbonization of road transport.

 GoI's major focus has been on the
adoption of electric vehicles (EVs)
in the country.

 NITI Aayog has been at the helm of
the promotion of EVs and
sustainable mobility through the
National Mission on
Transformative Mobility and
Battery Storage.

About NDC TIA:

The NDC Transport Initiative for Asia (TIA
2020 2023) is a joint programme of seven
organisations that will engage China, India,
and Vietnam in promoting a
comprehensive approach to decarbonizing
transport in their respective countries over
the period 2020 2024.

o The seven organizations are as
follows:
1. World Resources Institute

(WRI)
2. International Transport

Forum (ITF)
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3. Agora Verkehrswende
(AGORA)

4. Partnership on Sustainable,
Low Carbon Transport
(SLoCaT) Foundation

5. Renewable Energy Policy
Network for the 21st Century
e.V. (REN21)

6. Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH

7. International Council on
Clean Transportation (ICCT).

 This project is a part of the
International Climate Initiative
(IKI).

 The Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation
and Nuclear Safety (BMU) support
the initiative on the basis of a
decision adopted by the German
Bundestag.

Features of the Forum:

 This programme focuses on
developing a coherent strategy of
effective policies and the formation
of a multi stakeholder platform for
decarbonizing transport in India.

 The forum will be a one stop
platform for initiating dialogues
between the stakeholders and
partners that will help in achieving
specific results in reducing
emissions from the transport sector.

 It will unite the CEOs, researchers,
academics, multilateral agencies,
financial institutions as well as the
Central and state government on a
common platform.

 This, in turn, will help in the
development of innovative business

models resulting in targeted results
and the holistic growth of the
electric mobility space in India.

 NITI Aayog is the implementing
partner for the India component of
the project.

About NITI Aayog:

 NITI Aayog refers to the National
Institution For Transforming India
Aayog.

 It is the premier policy 'Think Tank'
of the Government of India (GoI).

 It was established on 1 January 2015
with an objective to foster
cooperative federalism through
structured support initiatives and
mechanisms with the States on a
continuous basis, recognizing that
strong States make a strong nation.

 The Governing Council of NITI,
with The Prime Minister as its
Chairman, comprises Chief
Ministers of all States and Lt.
Governors of Union Territories
(UTs).

 The current CEO of NITI Aayog is
Amitabh Kant.

About WRI India:

WRI India (World Resources Institute,
India) is an independent charity, legally
registered in India driving transformative
solutions through five inter related
programs:

1. Sustainable Cities
2. Climate
3. Energy
4. Sustainable Landscapes and

Restoration
5. Climate Resilience
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It works with local and national
governments, businesses, and civil society
to address India’s development challenges

About WRI:

 The World Resources Institute
(WRI) is a global research non
profit organization.

 It was established in 1982 with
funding from the MacArthur
Foundation under the leadership of
James Gustave Speth.

 WRI's activities are focused on
seven areas: food, forests, water,
energy, cities, climate and ocean.

SAMRIDH Scheme:Minister of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) Ashwini Vaishnaw launched
Startup Accelerators of MeitY for pRoduct
Innovation, Development and growth
(SAMRIDH) programme.

Aim:

 SAMRIDH programme aims to help
growing startups.

 This initiative will not only provide
funding to startups, but will also
help in bringing skill sets together
which will help them become
successful.

 The programme aims to further the
Indian startup growth which has

seen the emergence of 63 unicorns
(Startups with over $1 billion
valuation), making India the third
largest unicorn hub globally with a
total valuation of $168 billion.

Key Points:

 The SAMRIDH programme is being
implemented by MeitY Start up
Hub (MSH).

 This initiative is in line of the vision
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to utilise the energy of youngsters
to create an inclusive atmosphere
of development.

 Under this MeitY will create a
conducive platform for Indian
software product startups to
enhance their products and secure
investments for scaling their
business.

 The Government will support
startups and entrepreneurs in the
most challenging phase which is
the initial risk phase, Vaishnaw had
said earlier.

 The programme will focus on
accelerating 300 start ups by
providing customer connect,
investor connect, and international
expansion opportunities in the next
three years.

 Also, an investment of up to Rs 40
lakh to startups, based on their
current valuation and growth stage
will be provided through selected
accelerators.

 It will also facilitate equal matching
investment by the accelerator or
investor.

About MeitY:
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 MeitY refers to the Ministry of
Electronics & Information
Technology. MeitY was previously
known as "The Department of
Information Technology". It was
renamed to The Department of
Electronics and Information
Technology in 2012.

 It is an executive agency of the
Union Government of the Republic
of India.

 It was carved out of the Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology on 19 July 2016 as a
standalone ministerial agency
responsible for IT policy, strategy
and development of the electronics
industry.

 The current Union Minister of
Electronics & Information
Technology is Ashwini Vaishnaw
(Cabinet Minister) and Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, Minister of State.

EASE 4.0: The fourth edition of Public
Sector Bank (PSB) Reforms Agenda called
‘EASE 4.0’ for the financial year 2021 22 was
recently unveiled by the Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

Note: EASE stands for Enhanced Access
& Service Excellence.

Key Highlights:

 The Ease 4.0 launch event was
organized by the Indian Banks
Association (IBA).

 She unveiled the annual report for
the PSB Reforms Agenda EASE 3.0
for 2020 21.

 She also participated in the awards
ceremony to felicitate best
performing banks on EASE 3.0
Banking Reforms Index.

Best performing banks on EASE 3.0:

 State Bank of India, Bank of Baroda
and Union Bank of India has won
the awards for best performing
banks for PSB Reforms EASE 3.0
based on the EASE index.

 Indian Bank won the award for the
best improvement from the
baseline performance.

 SBI, BoB, Union Bank of India,
Punjab National Bank and Canara
Bank won the top awards in
different themes of the PSB
Reforms Agenda EASE 3.0.

What is EASE 4.0?

 EASE 4.0 is a common reform
agenda for Public Sector Banks
(PSBs) aimed at institutionalising
clean and smart banking.

What is the aim of EASE 4.0?

 EASE 4.0 aims to further the
agenda of customer centric digital
transformation and deeply embed
digital and data into PSBs’ ways of
working.

 It sets the agenda and roadmap to
transform all PSBs into digital
attacker banks working hand in
hand with key constituents of the
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financial services ecosystem to offer
industry best customer experience.

Theme for EASE 4.0:

 The major theme for EASE 4.0 is
“Technology enabled, simplified,
and collaborative banking.”

Key Initiatives under EASE 4.0:

EASE 4.0 reforms look after four key
initiatives to be adopted by public sector
banks:

1. Smart Lending for Aspiring India
2. New Age 24×7 banking with

resilient technology
3. Collaborative banking for

synergistic outcomes
4. Tech enabled Ease of Banking
5. Institutionalizing Prudent Banking
6. Governance and Outcome Centric

HR

EASE Agenda Background:

 EASE Agenda is a common reform
agenda for Public Sector Banks
(PSBs), which is aimed at
institutionalizing clean and smart
banking.

 The first edition of EASE 1.0 was
launched in January 2018 and EASE
2.0 followed this to build on the
foundation laid in EASE 1.0.

 EASE 2.0 was launched to further
progress on reforms. The reform
actions of EASE 2.0 were aimed at
making the reforms journey
irreversible, strengthening
processes and systems and driving
outcomes.

 EASE 3.0 was launched in February
2020 with the aim of enhancing the

ease of banking in all customer
experiences, using technology;
alternate data, as well as analytics.
It was instrumental in enabling
digital lending to customers.

 The Public Sector Banks showed
significant improvement in the
Action Points of the EASE Reforms
Agenda since its introduction.

SUJALAM Campaign 2021: The Ministry
of Jal Shakti recently began ‘SUJALAM’, a
‘100 days campaign.

Highlights:

 The launch of SUJALAM campaign
started on 25 August 2021 as part of
the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations and will continue to
run for 100 days.

 The Jal Shakti began SUJALAM
campaign to create more Open
Defecation Free (ODF) plus villages
by undertaking waste water
management at the village level.

About the Campaign:

Environment
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 The campaign will not only build
desired infrastructure like soak pit
for management of greywater in
villages but will also aid in
sustainable management of water
bodies.

 As the disposal of waste water and
clogging of water bodies in the
villages or on the outskirts of the
villages remain one of the major
problems so the campaign would
help in management of the
wastewater which in turn would
help to revive the water bodies.

 Furthermore, the campaign would
boost the momentum of SBMG
(Swachch Bharat Mission Grameen)
phase II activities through
community participation and will
increase awareness about ODF plus
activities. Hence ensuring long
term maintenance and
sustainability of built infrastructure

Aim:

 The main aim of the SUJALAM’
Campaign is to achieve ODF Plus
Status for villages across India in an
accelerated manner in a short time.

Focus:

 The focus area of this campaign is
to ensure that all newly emerging
Households in the village have
access to toilets.

Significance:

 The Campaign would help in
management of the wastewater and
in turn would help to revive the
water bodies through creation of 1

million Soak pits and also other
Grey water management activities.

What are the key activities that will be
organized under SUJALAM campaign?

A. The key activities that will be
organized in the villages under
SUJALAM campaign include:

B. Organizing Community
consultations, Khuli Baithaks and
Gram Sabha meetings to analyze
the current situation

C. Pass resolution to maintain ODF
sustainability and achieve needed
number of soak pits to manage the
grey water

D. Develop a 100 days’ plan to
undertake sustainability and soak
pit construction related activities

E. Construct requisite number of soak
pits

F. Retrofit toilets where needed
through IEC and community
mobilization and

G. Ensure all newly emerging
Households in the village have
access to toilets.

About Jal Shakti Ministry:

 Ministry of Jal Shakti is a ministry
under Government of India.

 It was founded in May 2019 under
the second Modi ministry.

 This was formed by merging of two
ministries which are Ministry of
Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation and Ministry of
Drinking Water and Sanitation.

 The ministry was formed with an
aim not only to clean the river
Ganges but also encompass any
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international or national disputes
between inter state water bodies
and the rivers which are shared by
India along with other neighboring
countries.

 Gajendra Singh Shekhawat is the
Minister of Jal Shakti.

WorldWater Week 2021:World Water
Week is celebrated by Stockholm
International Water Institute (SIWI) every
year in order to highlight the global water
issues and related concerns of international
development since 1991.

About World Water Week:

 It is a week long global water
conference held each year in late
August or early September.

 The weeklong event is attended by
some 4,000 participants from 135
countries.

 During the week, awards such as
the StockholmWater Prize, the
Stockholm Junior Water Prize, and
the Stockholm Industry Water
Award are given out at their
respective award ceremonies.

 The event consists of a broad array
of parallel activities convened by
leading international organizations
on a broad array of water related
topics, ranging from food security

and health to agriculture,
technology, biodiversity, and the
climate crisis.

Key Points:

World Water Week 2021 is being observed
between August 23rd, 2021 and August 27th,
2021.

Theme of 2021:

The theme for World Water Week 2021 is
‘Building Resilience Faster’.

History:

The World Water Week was started in
Stockholm, Sweden as the Stockholm
Water Symposium in 1991.

In 2001, the StockholmWater Symposium
was officially named as the World Water
Week.

Water+ city:

 Recently, Surat city was awarded a
‘Water+ certification’ under the
Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM).

 It was the first city from Gujarat to
get recognition.

 It was awarded by the ministry of
housing and urban Affairs (MoHUA)
in the field of adopting best
practices in waste water
management.

Important Info:

 SMC was the only civic body from
India that was invited at the panel
discussion on the topic “Zero
Liquid Discharge Cities”.

 SMC was invited to discuss at
SWWW because, Surat’s
achievement in treating sewage
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water and reusing it has been
recognized by world’s top institute
in water governance.

 Surat treats about 1,400 MLD
sewage water out of which 320
MLD (33%) is reused.

Note: According to City municipal
commissioner, Banchhanidhi Pani, by
2030, the city would be able to reuse
100% of sewage water after treatment.

About SIWI:

 Stockholm International Water
Institute (SIWI) is a Stockholm
based policy institute.

 It generates knowledge and guides
decision making towards water
wise decisions.

 It was founded in 1991.

Acetabularia jalakanyakae: A team of
marine biologists from the Central
University of Punjab (CUP) recently
discovered a new species of marine green
algae from Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Key Points:

 It has been named Acetabularia
jalakanyakae.

Note: Jalakanyaka in Sanskrit literally
means mermaid and a goddess of
oceans.

 The scientists say they were
influenced by the fictional
character Little Mermaid in the the
fairy tale “The Little Mermaid” by
Danish writer Hans Christian
Anderson.

 It will be published in the Indian
Journal of Geo Marine Sciences,
published by CSIR.

About Acetabularia jalakanyakae:

 The newly discovered algae are
small and resemble an umbrella or
a mushroom in bright green colour
with a size of 20 to 40 mm.

 They have grooves on its cap
measuring 15 to 20 mm in diameter.

 The main feature of the newly
discovered species is that the plant
is made up of a single gigantic cell
with one nucleus.

 An important characteristic of
Acetabularia genus is that they are
regenerative (able to regrow a part
again even if it is cut off) in nature.

 This discovery is significant because
the last new algae species found in
Andaman and Nicobar Islands was
in 1984.

Background:

 In May 2019, Professor Felix Bast
had discovered this new species
and after various studies and
analysis with other species it was
confirmed as a new species.
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Hawaii’s Kilauea Volcano: Scientists at
the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory
recently noticed a surge of earthquakes and
the ground swelling at the southern part of
the crater at Kilauea’s summit.

Key Details:

 There are indications magma is
shifting about a half mile to a mile
(1 to 2 kilometers) below the surface.

 This has caused the scientists to
warn that the mountain could once
again disgorge lava.

 However, there is no indication an
eruption is imminent because the
volcano, which is among the
world’s most active, has behaved
similarly in the past without any
magma breaking the surface.

Where is this activity occurring?

 The activity is occurring at the
summit of Kilauea volcano, an
uninhabited area within Hawaii
Volcanoes National Park on the Big
Island.

 This is about 200 miles southeast of
Honolulu, which is on a different
island called Oahu.

About Kilauea:

 Kilauea also known as Mount
Kilauea is an active shield volcano
in the Hawaiian Islands.

 It is located on the southeastern
part of the island of Hawaii, Hawaii
state, U.S.

 The volcano is between 210,000 and
280,000 years old and emerged
above sea level about 100,000 years
ago.

 The volcano’s 4,090 foot (1,250
metre) summit has collapsed to
form a caldera, a broad shallow
depression nearly 3 miles (5 km)
long and 2 miles (3.2 km) wide with
an area of more than 4 square miles
(10 square km).

 Kilauea’s slopes merge with those
of the nearby volcano Mauna Loa
on the west and north.

 Kilauea has erupted 34 times since
1952. From 1983 to 2018, it erupted
almost continuously, in some cases
sending streams of lava that
covered farms and homes.

 Its most recent eruption began on
December 20, 2020 and ended on
May 23, 2021 creating a lake with
enough lava to fill 10 Hoover dams.

Additional Info:

 The most famous Hawaiian
volcanoes are the shield type
volcanic landforms.

 The shield type volcanic
landforms are mostly made up of
basalt, a type of lave that is very
fluid when erupted.

 These volcanoes are not steep.

What is a volcano?

 A volcano is an opening in the
earth’s crust through which lava,
volcanic ash, and gases escape.
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 Beneath a volcano, liquid magma
containing dissolved gases rises
through cracks in the Earth's crust.

 As the magma rises, pressure
decreases, allowing the gases to
form bubbles.

 When volcanoes erupt they can
spew hot, dangerous gases, ash,
lava and rock that can cause
disastrous loss of life and property,
especially in heavily populated
areas.

Where are the volcanoes found on
earth?

 On Earth, volcanoes are most often
found where tectonic plates are
diverging or converging, and most
are found underwater.

 For example, a mid oceanic ridge,
such as the Mid Atlantic Ridge, has
volcanoes caused by divergent
tectonic plates whereas the Pacific
Ring of Fire has volcanoes caused
by convergent tectonic plates.

 Volcanoes can also form where
there is stretching and thinning of
the crust's plates, such as in the
East African Rift and the Wells Gray
Clearwater volcanic field and Rio
Grande Rift in North America.

About Volcano Eruption:

 A volcano can be active, dormant or
extinct.

 Volcanic eruptions happen when
lava and gas are discharged from a
volcanic vent.

 An eruption takes place when
molten rock called magma rises to
the surface.

o Magma is formed when the
earth's mantle melts.

 Although there are several factors
triggering a volcanic eruption, three
predominate: the buoyancy of the
magma, the pressure from the
exsolved gases in the magma and
the injection of a new batch of
magma into an already filled
magma chamber.

 Melting may happen where tectonic
plates are pulling apart or where
one plate is pushed down under
another.

 Magma is lighter than rock so rises
towards the Earth's surface.

 As the magma rises, bubbles of gas
form inside it.

 Runny magma erupts through
openings or vents in the earth's
crust before flowing onto its surface
as lava.

 Another way an eruption happens
is when water underneath the
surface interacts with hot magma
and creates steam.This can build up
enough pressure to cause an
explosion.

Thematerial that is expelled in a
volcanic eruption can be classified into
three types:

1. Volcanic gases, a mixture made
mostly of steam, carbon dioxide,
and a sulfur compound (either
sulfur dioxide, SO2, or hydrogen
sulfide, H2S, depending on the
temperature).

2. Lava, the name of magma when it
emerges and flows over the surface.

3. Tephra, particles of solid material
of all shapes and sizes ejected and
thrown through the air.
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National Monetization Pipeline: Union
Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs,
Nirmala Sitharaman has unveiled the asset
monetization pipeline of Central ministries
and public sector entities: ‘National
Monetization Pipeline (NMP)’.

 National Monetization Pipeline has
been designed to attract more
investors to the country and
encourage alternative financing.

What is Monetization?

 Monetization is defined as the
process of earning revenue from an
asset business by converting the
assets into cash or a form that is
easily convertible into cash.

 Real estate investment trusts
(REITs) and infrastructure
investment trusts (InvITs) are some
of structures that will be used to
monetize assets in roads and power
sectors.

What Is Asset Monetization?

 Asset Monetization means a limited
period license/ lease of an asset,
owned by the government or public
authority, to a private sector entity
for upfront or periodic
consideration.

What is National Monetization Pipeline
(NMP)?

 The National Monetization Pipeline
(NMP) lists out assets and asset
classes, under various
infrastructure ministries, which will
be monetized over a period of time.
Which means assets will be
monetized.

 The pipeline has been developed by
NITI Aayog (National Institution of
Transforming India), in
consultation with infrastructure
line ministries, based on the
mandate for ‘Asset Monetization’
under Union Budget 2021 22.

 NMP estimates aggregate
monetization potential of Rs 6.0
lakh crores through core assets of
the Central Government, over a
four year period, from FY 2022 to
FY 2025.

What Are The Assets Identified For
Monetization?

 The NMP does not include
monetization through
disinvestment and of non core
assets.

 Currently, it includes only the
assets of central government
ministries and CPSEs in
infrastructure sectors.

 The sectors included are roads,
ports, airports, railways,

National
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warehousing, gas & product
pipeline, power generation and
transmission, mining, telecom,
stadium, hospitality and housing.

 The top 5 sectors capture about
83% of the aggregate pipeline value.

 These top 5 sectors include
1. Roads (27%)
2. Railways (25%)
3. Power (15%)
4. Oil & gas pipelines (8%)
5. Telecom (6%)

Assets in the NMP list:

Assets on the NMP list include

a. 26700 km of roads, railway stations,
train operations & tracks

b. 28608 CKT km of power
transmission lines

c. 6 GW of hydroelectric & solar
power assets

d. 86 lakh km fibre assets & 14,917
towers in the telecom sector

e. 8154 km of natural gas pipelines
and

f. 3930 km of petroleum product
pipelines.

Framework:

 The pipeline has been prepared
based on inputs and consultations
from respective line ministries and
departments, along with the
assessment of total asset base
available therein. Monetization
through disinvestment and
monetization of non core assets
have not been included in the NMP.

 Further, at present, only assets of
central government line ministries
and CPSEs in infrastructure sectors
have been included. Process of

coordination and collation of asset
pipeline from states is currently
ongoing and the same is envisaged
to be included in due course.

 The framework for monetization of
core asset monetization has three
key imperatives.
1. Monetization of Rights Not

ownership, Assets handed back
at the end of transaction life

2. Brownfield de risked assets,
stable revenue streams

3. Structured partnerships under
defined contractual frameworks
with strict KPIs and
performance standards.

Objective:

 The strategic objective of the
programme is to unlock the value
of investments in Brownfield public
sector assets by tapping
institutional and long term patient
capital, which can thereafter be
leveraged for further public
investments,

 The NMP comprises a four year
pipeline of the Central
Government's Brownfield
infrastructure assets.

Significance of the monetization:

 Monetization seeks to help in
creating further value for
infrastructure creation India and
exploring innovative ways of private
participation without transferring
the government ownership.

 The National Monetization Pipeline
book will be released in the
presence of Vice Chairman of NITI
Aayog, Dr Rajiv Kumar, CEO, Shri



SUBSCRIBE FOR MONTHLY MAGAZINE
Click here

HTTPS://WWW.CIVILSERVICEINDIA.COM/

www.civilserviceindia.com

Amitabh Kant, and Secretaries of
relevant line ministries whose
assets constitute the monetization
pipeline.

Key challenges of the scheme:

Major key challenges in the NMP roadmap
include:

o Lack of identifiable revenue
streams across various assets,

o Level of capacity utilization across
gas and petroleum pipeline
networks,

o Dispute resolution mechanism,
o Regulated tariffs in power sector

assets, and
o Low interest among investors for

national highways below four lanes.

Background:

 The Union Budget 2021 22
identified and laid a lot of emphasis
on Asset Monetization as a means
to raise innovative and alternative
financing for infrastructure, and
included a number of key
announcements.

 The Finance Minister had made a
lot of significant announcements
regarding asset monetization and
stressed on the fact that the
government is looking at innovative
ways to raise finances.

Endemic Stage of COVID: The Chief
Scientist of the World Health Organization
(WHO) Dr. Soumya Swaminathan recently
said that COVID 19 in India may be
entering the stage of endemicity where
there is a low or moderate level of
transmission going on.

Note: The endemic stage is when a
population learns to live with a virus.
It's very different from the epidemic
stage when the virus overwhelms a
population.

Key Details:

 While talking about the clearance
to India’s homegrown COVID 19
vaccine ‘COVAXIN’, she said that
she is confident that the technical
team of WHO will be satisfied to
give clearance to be its authorized
vaccines.

 In an interview to journalist Karan
Thapar for news website The Wire,
she explained that given the size of
India and the heterogeneity of the
population and immunity status in
various parts of the country, it is
very feasible that the situation in
India may continue like this with
ups and downs in various parts of
the country.
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 She added that India may be
entering the stage of endemicity
where moderate or low level of
transmission will continue to
happen however, no exponential
growth or peaks will be there.

 Dr. Swaminathan was hopeful that
by the end of 2022, India maybe in
that position where 70% of vaccine
coverage will have been achieved
and then the nations can get back
to normal.

COVID 19 among children:

 On the issue of prevalence of
COVID 19 among children, Dr.
Swaminathan said that parents
need not panic.

 She explained that, according to
Sero Survey, it is possible that
children can get infected and
transmit.

 But they will be having mild illness
most of the time.

 Very small percentage will get sick
& inflammatory complications and
few will die.

 But the number will be much less
than the adult population.

 However, she further added that it
is good to be prepared.

 Preparing hospitals for pediatric
admissions, pediatric intensive care
is going to serve India’s health
system in many ways for other
illnesses children that children have.

Can drugs be used for COVID 19
treatment?

 On use of drugs like Remdesivir,
HCQ or Ivermectin for treatment,
she stated that, as of now there is

no evidence of role of Ivermectin or
HCQ in reducing mortality or
morbidity in people infected with
the COVID 19 virus.

 These drugs also have no role in
preventing the infection.

National Food and Nutrition Campaign:
The Union Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar
recently launched the National Food and
Nutrition Campaign for the farmers.

Key Details:

 This campaign is organized by the
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR).

 ICAR has been working successfully
on which crops should be
cultivated and which seeds should
be invented for rainfed and other
areas.

 Efforts are also being made to make
agriculture and farmers connected
with new technology.

 The present government has been
working continuously since the
year 2014 based on a comprehensive
approach.

 The Government has also resolved
to solve the problem of
malnutrition problem and has also
launched several schemes and
programs in this direction.
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 Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare,
Shri Kailash Choudhary said that
the year 2023 will be celebrated as
the International Year of Millets
under the leadership of India,
which is a matter of pride for India.

 It is the responsibility of farmers
associated with Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVKs) to motivate other
farmers for improved farming and
ensure participation of all farmers
in various schemes including
Farmers Producer Organizations
(FPO), Agri Infra Fund, and
increasing the area of organic
farming under traditional farming.

About MoA&FW:

 The Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare (MoA&FW) is a
branch of the Government of India
(GoI).

 It is the apex body for formulation
and administration of the rules and
regulations and laws related to
agriculture in India.

 The three broad areas of scope for
the Ministry are agriculture, food
processing and co operation.

 It was formed in 1947 and is
headquartered in New Delhi.

 Currently the agriculture ministry
is headed by Minister of Agriculture
Narendra Singh Tomar and the
Minister of State in the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is
Shri Kailash Choudhary.

BH series: The Ministry of Road Transport
& Highways vide notification dated 26 Aug
2021, has introduced a new registration
mark for new vehicles i.e. “Bharat series
(BH series)”.

Key Points:

 It has been introduced in order to
facilitate seamless transfer of
vehicles.

 The vehicles bearing the BH series
mark will not require the
assignment of a new registration
mark when the owner of the vehicle
shifts from one State to another.

About BH series:

 The new BH series notification will
be available for select vehicle
owners who are subject to frequent
transfers and relocations.

 It will be available on a voluntary
basis to Defense personnel,
employees of Central Government/
State Government/ Central/ State
Public Sector Undertakings and
private sector
companies/organizations, which
have their offices in four or more
States/Union territories.

 Motor vehicle tax will be levied for
two years or in multiple of two.
After completing fourteenth year,
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International
this tax will be levied annually and
it will be half the amount that was
charged earlier for that vehicle.

 The following are the format of
Bharat series (BH series)
Registration Mark :

Registration Mark Format: –

o YY BH #### XX
o YY – Year of first registration
o BH Code for Bharat Series
o #### 0000 to 9999 (randomized)
o XX Alphabets (AA to ZZ)

Why were the new BH Series launched?

The new BH series were launched
considering the following difficulty.

 The Government as well as private
sector employees undergo station
relocation.

 Such movements create a sense of
unease in the minds of such
employees with regard to the
transfer of registration from the
parent state to another state.

 The reason for this is that, under
section 47 of the Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988, a person is allowed to
keep the vehicle for not more than
12 months in any state other than
the state where the vehicle is
registered.

 Instead a new registration with the
new state registering authority has
to be made within the stipulated
time of 12 months.

BRICS 2021 NSAMeeting: India's National
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval hosted
the 11th Meeting of the BRICS High
Representatives Responsible for National
Security through video conferencing.

Note: BRICS members comprise Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South Africa.

About the BRICS 2021 NSAMeeting:

The 13th BRICS Summit is a series of events
that are being held under India's Chairship
in 2021.

This is the third time India is hosting the
BRICS Summit after 2012 and 2016.

The theme for this edition is 'BRICS @ 15:
Intra BRICS Cooperation for Continuity,
Consolidation and Consensus'.

The meeting of NSAs of the member
countries is being amid the held the
Taliban's hostile takeover of Afghanistan
and discussion on the future of
Afghanistan is expected to be the agenda.

The meeting of the NSAs aims to
strengthen security cooperation among the
member countries.

Key Points of the meeting:
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 The meeting was attended by the
Secretary of the Security Council of
Russia Gen Patrushev, Chinese
Politburo Member Yang Jeichi,
South African Deputy Minister of
State Security Ncediso Goodenough
Kodwa and Gen Augusto Heleno
Ribeiro Pereira, Minister of State
and Head of the Institutional
Security Cabinet of the Presidency
of Brazil.

 At the meet, India launched a
veiled attack on Islamabad, saying
that terrorist groups like Lashkar e
Taiba and Jaish e Mohamed are
enjoying state support and are
threatening peace.

 The BROCS NSA meeting adopted
and recommended the BRICS
counter terrorism action plan for
consideration by the BRICS Summit.

 The Action Plan aims to further
strengthen existing mechanisms of
cooperation in areas such as
financing and combating terrorism,
misuse of the internet by terrorists,
curbing the travel of terrorists,
border controls, protection of soft
targets, information sharing,
capacity building, and regional and
international cooperation.

 The Afghanistan scenario and
developments in Iran, West Asia
and the Gulf region was discussed
by NSA Ajit Doval and other top
security officials of the BRICS.

 The health safety and healthcare
issues amid COVID 19 outbreak was
discussed by the Top security
officials of the BRICS.

 India took a dig at Pakistan over
cross border terrorism at BRICS
meet.

Additional info:

 India hods th chairship of BRICS for
2021 which coincides with the 15th
anniversary of the BRICS grouping.

 The BRICS Summit is scheduled to
be hosted by India in September
2021.

Background:

 Under India's chairship in the
earlier summit, the BRICS
members' space agencies heads
signed an agreement for
cooperation in remote sensing
satellite data sharing.

 The agreement enables building a
virtual constellation of specified
remote sensing satellites of BRICS
space agencies and their respective
ground stations that will receive the
data.

 This will contribute to
strengthening multilateral
cooperation among BRICS space
agencies in meeting the challenges
faced by mankind, such as global
climate change, major disasters and
environmental protection.

 In July, the BRICS meeting of the
Contact Group on Economic and
Trade Issues was held.

 During the three day meeting, the
BRICS members agreed on various
proposals circulated by India, for
strengthening and increasing the
intra BRICS cooperation and trade.
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International Day for the
Remembrance of the Slave Trade and
its Abolition: International Day for the
Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its
Abolition is observed on August 23, every
year.

This day is observed in the memory of
millions of people who were the victims of
the trans Atlantic slave trade.

How this day is celebrated?

 UNESCOMember States celebrate
this day by organizing events and
inviting participation from young
people, artists, educators and
intellectuals.

 The year 2001 saw the participation
of the Mulhouse Textile Museum in
France in the form of a workshop
for fabrics called "Indiennes de
Traite" (a type of calico) which
served as currency for the exchange
of slaves in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries.

History:

The day was designated by UNESCO to
memorialize the transatlantic slave trade.

It is a day to honour the memory of the
men and women who, in Saint Domingue
in 1791, revolted and paved the way for the
end of slavery and dehumanization.

Significance of the day:

 It was on the night of 22 and 23
August 1791, in Santo Domingo
(today Haiti and the Dominican
Republic) that saw the beginning of
the uprising that would play a
crucial role in the abolition of the
transatlantic slave trade.

 It is against this background that
the International Day for the
Remembrance of the Slave Trade
and its Abolition is commemorated
on 23 August each year.

 The Day was first celebrated in a
number of countries, particularly in
Haiti on 23 August 1998 and at
Goree in Senegal on 23 August 1999.

The Slave Route Project:

 This International Day is intended
to inscribe the tragedy of the slave
trade in the memory of all peoples.

 In accordance with the goals of the
intercultural project "The Slave
Route", it should offer an
opportunity for collective
consideration of the historic causes,
the methods and the consequences
of this tragedy, and for an analysis
of the interactions to which it has
given rise between Africa, Europe,
the Americas and the Caribbean.

 The Director General of UNESCO
invites the Ministers of Culture of
all Member States to organize
events every year on that date,
involving the entire population of
their country and in particular
young people, educators, artists and
intellectuals.

About UNESCO:
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 The full form of UNESCO is United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization.

 UNESCO was founded on 6
November 1945.

 It is a specialized agency of the
United Nations aimed at promoting
world peace and security through
international cooperation in
education, the sciences, and culture.

 It is headquartered in Paris, France.
 The current head of UNESCO is

Audrey Azoulay.

India and Maldives: India and Maldives
have recently signed a pact on one of the
major connectivity initiatives called
“Greater Male Connectivity Project
(GMCP)”.

Key Points:

 GMCP is the largest infrastructure
project in in the Maldives.

 It is also the biggest new
development project by India in its
neighbourhood in recent years.

 The project will be funded by an
Indian grant of $100 m and a Line of
Credit of $400 m.

 The USD 400 million LoC will be
provided by the Export Import
Bank of India (Exim Bank).

About the Project:

 GMCP is the flagship project of
President Solih’s presidency and
will be an enduring symbol of India
Maldives partnership.

 The project will be developed by
Indian construction and
engineering firm, AFCONS, based
in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

 The GMCP comprise of 6.74 km
long bridge and causeway link that
will connect the national capital
Male with three neighbouring
islands namely: Villingili, Thilafushi
and Gulhifahu.

 It will be started to connect people,
business, and industry.

About Maldives:

 The Maldives, officially the
Republic of Maldives, is a small
island nation in South Asia.

 It is situated in the Arabian Sea of
the Indian Ocean.

 It lies southwest of Sri Lanka and
India.

 The Capital of Maldives is Male.
 The Currency of the Maldives is

Maldivian Rufiyaa.
 The current President of the

Maldives is Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih.



SUBSCRIBE FOR MONTHLY MAGAZINE
Click here

HTTPS://WWW.CIVILSERVICEINDIA.COM/

www.civilserviceindia.com

International Day Commemorating the
Victims of Acts of Violence Based on
Religion or Belief 2021:

The International Day Commemorating
the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on
Religion or Belief day is observed on the
22nd of August every year.

Key Points:

 The day is observed to strongly
condemn continuing violence and
acts of terrorism targeting
individuals, including persons
belonging to religious minorities,
on the basis of or in the name of
religion or belief.

 The day was adopted at the 73rd
UN General Assembly on 28 May
2019 as proposed by Poland.

 The main purpose of this day is to
create awareness among people to
attain justice for the survivors of
past abuses.

 It is the duty of every government
in the world that must take the
right decision to ‘never again’
tolerate genocide or other atrocities.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

 Freedom of religion or belief,
freedom of opinion and expression,
the right to peaceful assembly and
the right to freedom of association
are enshrined in articles 18, 19 and
20 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Women's Equality Day: The day is
observed on 26th august every year.

Key Points:

 It is observed primarily in the US
on August 26, to commemorate
American women getting the
constitutional right to vote.

 The 19th Amendment to the US
Constitution was adopted in 1920.

 The law prohibits denying citizens,
of the United States, the right to
vote on the basis of gender.

 Women's Equality Day is now often
observed across the world to
encourage and spread awareness
about women's empowerment.

 Some of the other Western states in
1910 began to give women the right
to vote.

 Also, several Eastern and Southern
states refused to give women the
right to vote.

History of Women's Equality Day:

 Women carried out a protest
regarding the right to opportunity
and social status.

 It began in 1848 with a peaceful
protest in New York.

 But in 1971, United States Congress
Representative Bella Abzug
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introduced a bill with a nationwide
‘ strike for equality ' with a day
completely dedicated to women’s
rights known as Women’s Equality
Day.

 The strike was based on the
following three goals:
1. Free abortion on demand
2. Equal opportunity for

working
3. Free childcare.

 Finally, in 1973, the 37th President
of the United States, Richard Nixon,
along with the United States
Congress declared August 26 as
Women's Equality Day.

 So, on 26 August, 1920, women's
right to vote became a part of the
US constitution.

Significance:

 The day plays a significant role in
celebrating the achievements of
women in various sectors.

 There has always been a difference
in pay disparity, abortion rights,
equality opportunities, gender
based violence, and discrimination
compared with males.

 This day not only marks the
commemoration of the of the 19th
Amendment of the US Constitution
but it also acknowledges the
important achievements made by
women in various fields that were
once designated only for men.

Ismail Sabri Yaakob: Ismail Sabri Yaakob
has been appointed as the new Prime
Minister of Malaysia.

Highlights:

 Before his appointment as the PM,
he was the Deputy Prime Minister
of Malaysia.

 He will succeed Muhyiddin Yassin,
who resigned from the post after
losing majority support in the lower
house of parliament.

 The appointment of Yaakob was
done by Malaysia’s King Sultan
Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah.

About Malasia:

 It is a Southeast Asian country
occupying parts of the Malay
Peninsula and the island of Borneo.

 The capital of Malaysia is Kuala
Lumpur.

 The currency used here is
Malaysian ringgit.

 The current King of Malasia is
Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad
Shah.
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G20Ministerial Conference on
Women’s Empowerment: The Union
Minister of Women & Child Development,
Smriti Irani, on August 26, 2021, addressed
the First ever G20 Ministerial Conference
on Women’s Empowerment.

Highlights:

 The conference was held at Santa
Margherita Ligure, Italy in a hybrid
format.

Note: Hybrid format means people
participated in physical form and via
video conference also.

 It was chaired by the Italian
Minister for Equal Opportunities
and Family Elena Bonetti.

About the G20 Conference on Women
Empowerment:

 G20 Conference acknowledged the
common objectives and shared
responsibilities to advance the goals
of equality and development of
women and girls in all spheres
including STEM, Financial and
Digital Literacy, Environment and
Sustainability.

 The main focus of this conference is:
o Policies to enhance women's

talents and skills.

o Access to better quallity jobs
for women.

o Increasing women's
representation in leadership.

o Definition and protection of
women's rights.

o Tackling gender based
violence.

 The results of the discussions will
be collected by the Italian
Presidency and will be brought to
the attention of the G20 leaders
ahead of the 2021 Rome summit
which will be held on 30 31st
October 2021.

 Smt. Irani while addressing the
meet on behalf of India reaffirmed
India’s commitment towards
addressing gender and women
centric issues through mutual
cooperation.

 She also highlighted several
initiatives undertaken by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi led
government in India towards
bringing gender equality,
strengthening women’s safety &
security and ensuring better
healthcare.

About G20:

 The G20 means the Group of
Twenty.

 It is an international forum for the
governments and central bank
governors from 19 countries and the
European Union (EU).

 The membership of the G20
consists of 19 individual countries
plus the European Union.

 The members of the G20 group are
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany, India,
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Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Republic of Korea, Turkey, the
United Kingdom, the United States
and the European Union (EU).

 The EU is represented by the
European Commission and by the
European Central Bank. It was
established on 26 September 1999
with an aim to discuss policy
pertaining to the promotion of
international financial stability.

 The objective of G20 is to unite
world leaders around shared
economic, political and health
challenges.

 The current Chairman of G20 is
Mario Draghi (2021).

Note: In 1999, in the wake of the 1997
economic crisis, the G7 Finance
Ministers announced the creation of
the “Group of 20”, aimed at including
other countries in their discussions
related to global economics and finance.

The first official meeting of the G20 was
held in Berlin in December that same
year.

Governor of Manipur: Senior BJP leader
from Tamil Nadu La. Ganesan was on 22nd
August 2021, appointed as the new
governor of Manipur.

Highlights:

 The post of the Governor had fallen
vacant after the retirement of
Najma Heptulla earlier this month.

 A communique from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan said Ganesan
will be the new "Governor of
Manipur with effect from the date
he assumes charge of his office".

 Heptulla had demitted office on
August 10 and on the same day the
charge was given to Sikkim
Governor Ganga Prasad.

Procedure of Arresting a Cabinet
Minister in India: Recently, 3 FIRs were
registered against Union Minister and
Rajya Sabha member Narayan Rane in
connection with a speech at Raigad where
he spoke against Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray.

Highlights:

The Maharashtra Police team was sent to
arrest him.

Meanwhile, Narayan Rane was granted bail
by a magistrate court in Mahad.

India Polity
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What is the procedure to arrest a
Cabinet Minister in India?

The procedure to arrest a Cabinet Minister
as per the constitution of India is as follows:

 If Parliament is not in session, a
cabinet minister can be arrested by
a law enforcement agency in case of
a criminal case registered against
him.

 However, as per Section 22 A of the
Rules of Procedures and Conduct of
Business of the Rajya Sabha, the
Police, Judge or Magistrate would
have to intimate the Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha about the reason
for the arrest, the place of
detention or imprisonment in an
appropriate form.

What is the Role of the Chaiman of
Rajya Sabha in this regard?

 The Chairman is expected to
inform the Council if it is sitting
about the arrest. If the council is
not sitting, he/she is expected to
publish it in the bulletin for the
information of the members.

What about the privileges of the Rajya
Sabhamembers vis a vis arrests?

 In civil cases, they have freedom
from arrest during the continuance
of the House and 40 days before its
commencement and 40 days after
its conclusion, as per section 135 of
the Code of Civil Procedure.

 The privilege of freedom from
arrest does not extend to criminal
offences or cases of detention under
preventive detention.

Can a person be arrested from the
precincts of the House?

 No arrest, whether of a member or
of a stranger, can be made within
the precincts of the House without
the prior permission of the
Chairman/Speaker and that too in
accordance with the procedure laid
down by the Home Ministry in this
regard.

 Similarly no legal process, civil or
criminal, can be served within the
precincts of the House without
obtaining the prior permission of
the Chairman/Speaker whether the
House is in Session or not.

MP Implements NEP 2020:Madhya
Pradesh (MP) Government on August 26,
2021 implemented the National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) in the state.

Key Points:

 With this MP has become the
second state to implement NEP
2020 after Karnataka.

 The MP Government will
implement NEP 2020 within four
years in all the regions of the state,
which includes 16 government
universities and 40 private
universities.

 The aim of education is to impart
knowledge, skills, and values of
citizenship.
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 The students, before this were
required to study subjects
prescribed in a course. But now
they will have the option to choose
their subjects according to their
interests.

 The government will also be
introducing agricultural science as
a subject in Vikram University and
Rani Durgavati University.

 The new policy also focuses on
National Service Scheme (NSS,
National Cadet Corps (NCC) and
skill based subjects.

Key Points about National Education
Policy, 2020:

 The NEP 2020 was approved by the
Union Cabinet on July 29, 2020.

 It envisions major reforms in the
school and higher education
systems.

 This policy was launched not only
with an aim to introduce several
changes in Indian education system,
from school to college level but also
with the aim of making “India a
global knowledge superpower”.

 NEP proposes for universalization
of education from preschool to
secondary level and seeks to
achieve 100% Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) in school education by
the year 2030.

 It will bring 2 crores out of school
children back into the mainstream
by the means of open schooling
system. 10+2 system has been
replaced by a new 5+3+3+4
curricular structure under the new
policy.

 Emphasis has been laid on
Foundational Literacy & Numeracy

and provides for no rigid separation
between academic streams,
vocational streams and
extracurricular streams in schools.

 As per the policy, Vocational
Education will start from Class 6
with Internships.

 It also provides for teaching up to
at least Grade 5 in mother tongue
or regional language. No language
will be imposed on student.

 On its first anniversary last month,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched SAFAL (STRUCTURED
Assessment For Analyzing
Learning), a competency based
assessment for grades 3, 5, and 8
introduced by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE).

]

Orbituaries:

Kalyan Singh: Former Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh Kalyan Singh passed away
on August 22, 2021 after a prolonged illness
at the age of 89.

Key Points:

Persons in News
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 He was one of the most prominent
BJP leaders who helped shape rise
of the Ram Temple movement.

 He was the UP chief minister when
the Babri mosque was demolished
by a mob in Ayodhya on December
6, 1992.

 He had resigned from the post after
the demolition.

More about Kalyan Singh :

 Kalyan Singh (1932 – 2021) , a
Hindutva icon and a Bharatiya
Janata Party veteran had served as
the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
twice from June 1991 – December
1992 and then from September 1997
– November 1999.

 Born on January 5, 1932, Kalyan
Singh first became an MLA in 1967.

 He had been a member of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
while he was still in school.

 He had also served as the Member
of Parliament for Lok Sabha from
2009 to 2014 from Etah
constituency in Uttar Pradesh.

 He then served as the Governor of
Himachal Pradesh from January
2015 till August 2015.

 He was later appointed as the 21st
Governor of Rajasthan from
September 2014 till September 2019.

 He then again served for the second
term as Chief Minister in 1997 but
was removed in 1999.

 He won nine more elections from
the constituency as a representative
of Bharatiya Jana Sangh, BJP, Janata
Party and the Rashtriya Kranti
Party.

------------------------------------------------

Gail Omvedt: She was a researcher, author
and one of the intellectual voices of the
Bahujan movement who passed away at the
age of 81.

About Gail Omvedt:

 Gail Omvedt (2 August 1941 – 25
August 2021) was an American-born
Indian sociologist and human
rights activist.

 She was a prolific writer and
published numerous books on the
anti-caste movement, Dalit politics,
and women's struggles in India.

 She not only contributed as a
researcher in social movements,
saints’ literature, traditions but also
was involved in Dalit and anti-caste
movements, environmental,
farmers' and women's movements,
especially with rural women.

 She also participated in various
people’s movements, including the
one for the rights of people
displaced by the Koyna Dam.

 Omvedt authored over 25 books,
including In Colonial Society –
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Non-Brahmin Movement in
Western India, Buddhism in India,
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, Seeking
Begampura, Mahatma Phule, Dalit
and the Democratic Revolution,
Understanding Caste, WeWill
Smash the Prison and New Social
Movement in India.

 She was the head of Phule-
Ambedkar chair in the Department
of Sociology of the University of
Pune; Professor at the Institute of
Asian Studies, Copenhegan; and the
Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library in New Delhi.

 She was a consultant for FAO,
UNDP and NOVIB.

 She was a senior fellow at the
Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library and research director of the
Krantivir Trust.

 Omvedt co-founded Shramik Mukti
Dal with her husband and activist
Bharat Patankar.

------------------------------------------

Appointments:

Chairperson of Stop TB Partnership
Board: The Health and Family Welfare
Minister of India Shri Mansukh Mandaviya ,
on 26th August 2021, took over charge as

the Chairperson of Stop TB Partnership
Board.

Key Details:

 The Minister will hold the
responsibility with immediate effect
until 2024.

 Mansukh Mandaviya replaces
Union Minister of Health and
Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan
as the chairman.

 As the Chairman of Stop TB
Partnership Board Mr. Malvia will
lead the efforts of the Stop TB
Partnership Secretariat, partners,
and TB community in order to
reach towards reaching United
Nations TB targets by 2022, a
milestone moment in the effort to
end TB by 2030.

Important Info:

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
set an aim to eliminate tuberculosis
(TB) in India by 2025.

About Stop TB Partnership:

 Stop TB Partnership has been
administered by the United Nations
Office for Project services (UNOPS)
since 2015.

 Earlier it was hosted by the World
Health Organization (WHO).

 It was formed in 2001.
 It was established in a bid to

eradicate tuberculosis (TB) as a
public health problem.

 The secretariat is headquartered in
Geneva, Switzerland.

 Dr Lucica Ditiu is the current
Executive Director of the Stop TB
Partnership.
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----------------------------------------------

Sandeep Bakhshi: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) recently approved the re-
appointment of Sandeep Bakhshi as the
MD & CEO of ICICI Bank.

Key Points:

 It will be with effect from October
15, 2021, till October 3, 2023.

 The appointment of Mr Bakhshi for
a period effective from October 15,
2018, up to October 3, 2023 had
already been approved in the
shareholders at the Annual General
Meeting held on August 9, 2019.

 Bakshi, who was hand-picked by his
mentors- KV Kamath and N Vaghul,
took over the charge in October
2018, after his predecessor Chanda
Kochhar’s exit following the ICICI
Bank-Videocon loan controversy.

About ICICI:

 ICICI Bank is a leading private
sector bank in India.

 ICICI Bank was established by the
Industrial Credit and Investment
Corporation of India (ICICI), an
Indian financial institution, as a
wholly owned subsidiary in 1994 in
Vadodara.

 However, the parent company was
formed in 1955 at the initiative of
the World Bank, the Government of
India and representatives of Indian
industry.

 The bank was founded as the
Industrial Credit and Investment
Corporation of India Bank, before it
changed its name to ICICI Bank.

 The parent company was later
merged with the bank.

 It is headquartered in Mumbai,
Maharashtra.

 The tagline of ICICI Bank is Hum
Hai Na, Khayal Apka.

----------------------------------------------

AhmadMassoud: Ahmad Massoud has
been leading the National Resistance Front
of Afghanistan.

 He is the man building an anti-
Taliban resistance.

About:

 Ahmad Massoud is the son of
Ahmad Shah Massoud, who was
one of the main leaders of
Afghanistan’s anti-Soviet resistance
in the 1980s.

 Ahmad Shah Massoud was
assassinated on September 9, 2001,
at the behest of the Taliban and al-
Qaeda.
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 Ahmad Massoud has been leading
the National Resistance Front of
Afghanistan and is gathering
mujahideen fighters in the Panjshir
Valley who are prepared to once
again take on the Taliban.

Note: The Panjshir Valley is
Afghanistan’s last remaining holdout
where anti-Taliban forces seem to be
working on forming a guerrilla
movement to take on the
fundamentalist group.

---------------------------------------------

Smog Tower: Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, on 23rd August 2021, India''s first
smog tower in Delhi's Connaught Place.

Highlights:

 Delhi, ahead of its notorious smog
season, got a ‘smog tower’, a
technological aid that will purify
1,000 cubic metres of air per second
within a radius of around 1 km.

 The tower is located behind the
Shivaji Stadium Metro station in
Connaught Place.

 According to a senior official of the
Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC), the total project cost,
including two years of operational
cost, is around Rs 20 crore.

Note: The DPCC is the nodal agency for
the tower, while NBCC is the project
management consultancy and the
executing agency was Tata Projects
Limited.

 The tower has been set up as a pilot
project and initial trends will be
available within a month.

 If the pilot project is successful,
more smog towers will be installed.

 A two year pilot study will be
carried out by IIT Delhi and IIT
Bombay, technical advisors for the
project.

 Central government will also build
a 25 metre tall smog tower at
Anand Vihar which is likely to
become operational by August 31.

Key Features of smog tower:

 The structure is 24 m high, about as
much as an 8 storey building — an
18 metre concrete tower, topped by
a 6 metre high canopy.

 A total of 40 fans have been
installed at its base, 10 on each side.
Air will be sucked in from the top,
filtered and released through the
fans at the bottom

 Each fan can discharge 25 cubic
metres per second of air, adding up
to 1,000 cubic metres per second for
the tower as a whole.

 The tower comprises 5,000 filters.
These are electrostatic air filters
that can filter out microparticles,

Places in news
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including those that constitute
smoke, household dust and pollen

 The filters and fans have been
imported from the United States.

 A Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) system has
been installed in the tower to
collect data and monitor its
functioning.

Background:

This project was approved by Delhi cabinet
in October 2020 after the Supreme Court of
India directed the central government in
January 2020 to construct a smog tower in
order to reduce pollution at Anand Vihar
and Delhi government to install it at
Connaught Place in three months.

What is smog tower?

 Smog towers are structures that are
designed as large scale air purifiers
in order reduce air pollution
particles.

 The prototype for such structure
was built in 2017 by Dutch artist
Daan Roosegaarde, in Beijing
(China).

Smog Towers around the world:

 Smog towers have been
experimented with in recent years
in cities in the Netherlands, China,
South Korea and Poland.

 The first such tower was erected in
2015, in Rotterdam, Netherlands.

 A 100 metre tower was built in Xi’an,
Shaanxi in 2018 in a bid to tackle
pollution.

How does it work?

 Smog towers are fitted with
multiple layers of air filters and fans
at the base to suck the air.

 The 20 metre (65 feet) high tower
will trap particulate matter of all
sizes suspended in the air.

 Large scale air filters shall draw in
the air through fans installed at the
top before passing it through the
filters and releasing it near the
ground.

 After the polluted air enters the
smog tower, it is purified by the
multiple layers before being re
circulated into the atmosphere.

About Delhi:

 It is an urban district located in the
city of Delhi.

 New Delhi officially the National
Capital Territory of Delhi (NCT), is
a city and a union territory of India.

 It serves as the capital of India is
the seat of the State Government of
Delhi and the Government of India,
as well as the city or local
governments as per the 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act.

 Union Territories are governed by
the Union Government.

 The current Chief Minister and
Governor of Delhi are Arvind
Kejriwal and Shri Anil Baijal
respectively.
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Mission Vatsalya:Maharashtra
government launched a special mission
called “Mission Vatsalya”.

Key Points:

 This mission has been launched in
in order to help women who lost
their husbands to COVID 19.

 Under Mission Vatsalya several
services and some 18 benefits will
be provided to those women under
one roof.

 This initiative has been designed
for widows, with a special focus on
widows coming from rural areas,
poor backgrounds and deprived
sections.

 Under this mission, schemes like
Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana and
Gharkul Yojana will benefit those
for women.

 This mission is being implemented
by women and child development
(WCD) Department.

 Officers from WCD department,
child development project officers,
Anganwadi workers and local unit
officers are visiting homes these
women to provide them services.

Number of beneficiaries:

 In the last 18 months, about 15,095
women have lost their husbands
due to a coronavirus infection.

 District Task Force has listed 14,661
such women in order to provide
them benefits of the scheme.

 As of now, WCD department has
reached out to 10,500 women.

About Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana:

 Government of Maharashtra
implemented this scheme with the
aim of providing financial
assistance to destitute persons,
disabled, blind, divorced women,
women freed from prostitution,
orphan children, persons suffering
from major illnesses, Transgender,
etc.

 Under this scheme, each
beneficiary gets Rs 600 per month
while the family with more than
one beneficiary gets Rs 900 per
month.

 This benefit will be given to
beneficiary till their children turns
25 years old or when they get
employed.

About Maharashtra:

 Maharashtra is a state in the
western peninsular region of India
occupying a substantial portion of
the Deccan Plateau.

 It was formed on 1 May 1960. It was
formed by merging the western and
south western parts of the Bombay
State, Berar and Vidarbha, and the
north western parts of the
Hyderabad State and splitting
Saurashtra (in present day Gujarat)
by the States Reorganization Act.

 Its capital is Mumbai.
 The Chief Minister and the

Governor of Maharashtra are
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Uddhav Thackeray and Bhagat
Singh Koshyari respectively.

India’s Highest Herbal Park: India’s
highest altitude herbal park has recently
been inaugurated at Mana village in the
Chamoli district of Uttarakhand.

Highlights:

 The herbal park is situated at a
height of 11,000 feet was and is close
to the Indo China border.

Note: Mana is the last Indian village in
Chamoli bordering China and is
adjacent to Badrinath temple.

 The herbal park has around 40
species found in high altitude
alpine areas in the Himalayan
region.

 The main aim of the herbal park is
to conserve various medicinally and
culturally important alpine species,
and facilitate a study on the
propagation of these species, as
well as their ecology.

About the Park:

 The garden, inaugurated by Mana
sarpanch Pitambar Maulfa, has
been developed in 3 years under the
central government’s

Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning
Authority (CAMPA) scheme.

 The research wing of the forest
department of the Uttarakhand
government has developed the park.

 Around 40 species of herbal plants
found in high alpine areas in the
Himalayan region are conserved in
this park.

 Many of these are included in the
“red list” of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN),
and declared “endangered and
threatened” by the State
Biodiversity board as well.

 The first section contains species
associated with Lord Badrinath
such as Badri Tulsi, Badri Ber, Badri
Tree, and the sacred tree of
Bhojpatra.

 The second contains Ashtavarga
species, a group of 8 herbs found in
Himalyan region: Riddhi, Vriddhi,
Jeevak, Rishbhak, Kakoli, Ksheer
Kakoli, Maida and Maha Maida.
o These are important ingredients

of Chyawanprash.
o Out of these, four herbs belong

to lily family and the rest to
orchid family. Kakoli, Ksheer
Kakoli and Rishbhak are rare.

 The third section consists of
Saussurea species and includes
Brahmakamal, which also happens
to be the State flower of
Uttarakhand.

 The fourth section has other
miscellaneous species which
includes Ateesh, Meethavish,
Vankakdi and Choru, all of which
are very important medicinal herbs.
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About Uttarakhand:

 It is a state in northern India
crossed by the Himalayas.

 It is known for the natural
environment of the Himalayas, the
Bhabar and the Terai and also for
its Hindu pilgrimage sites.

 It is often referred to as the
"Devabhumi" (literally "Land of the
Gods").

 Uttarakhand became the 27th state
of the Republic of India On 9
November 2000.

 It was carved from the Himalayan
districts of Uttar Pradesh.

 Its winter Capital is Dehradun and
summer capital is Gairsain.

 The Chief Minister and the
Governor of Uttarakhand are
Pushkar Singh Dhami and Baby
Rani Maurya respectively.

Karmayogi: Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Science &
Technology; Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth Sciences; MoS
PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr
Jitendra Singh recently inaugurated the
“Karmayogi” Digital Learning Facility.

 On the occasion, Dr. Jitendra Singh
also released a special edition of the
bi annual ISTM Journal of Training,
Research and Governance on
Mission Karmayogi.

About “Karmayogi” Digital Learning
Facility:

 This facility has been launched for
Civil Servants at the Institute of
Secretariat Training & Management
(ISTM), a premier Central Training
Institution under the Department
of Personnel & Training (DoPT).

 It will help further in extending the
citizen centric reforms initiated by
the Government under ‘Mission
Karmayogi’.

 It is meant to upgrade the skills of
central government officers and
personnel.

 This path breaking initiative has
been taken to shift the working and
functioning of the Civil Servants
from ‘Rule to Role’, so that they are
equipped to perform the tasks
assigned to them.

 Mission Karmayogi aims to create a
dedicated work force not only of
the Civil Services but more than
that; it would serve the cause of the
citizen at large.

Background:

 The National Programme for Civil
Services Capacity Building
(‘NPCSCB’) – “Mission Karmayogi”
was approved by the Government
on 2nd September, 2020.

 It was approved with the main
objective of enhancing governance

India Policy
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through Civil Services Capacity
Building.

 NPCSCB was launched with the
following institutional framework:
a. Prime Minister's Public

Human Resources (HR)
Council,

b. Capacity Building
Commission.

c. Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
for owning and operating the
digital assets and the
technological platform for
online training.

d. Coordination Unit headed by
the Cabinet Secretary.

Features:

 NPCSCB has been carefully
designed to lay the foundations for
capacity building for Civil Servants
so that they remain entrenched in
Indian Culture and sensibilities and
remain connected, with their roots,
while they learn from the best
institutions and practices across the
world.

 The training of Civil Servants at
various Academies is being
restructured to include optimum
use of the digital learning platform
of Integrated Government Online
Training (iGOT).

e Shram portal: Labour and Employment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav recently
lauched a portal named e Shram portal for
the labours working in the unorganized
sector of the country.

Highlights:

 e Shram portal is a national
database of unorganized sector
workers.

 It was handed it over to the
States/UTs in the presence of the
Minister of State for Labor and
Employment and Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Rameshwar Teli.

Key Details:

 The main aim of the government is
to register 38 crore unorganised
workers, such as construction
labourers, migrant workforce, street
vendors and domestic workers,
among others.

 The service will help in creating a
National Database of Unorganized
Workers (NDUW) in the country.

 The Government of India (GoI) will
prepare a national database
through this service.

 The GoI will have an aadhaar based
database of the unorganized
workers across various sectors in
the country.
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 Under this initiative e shram cards
will be issued to the workers.
o This card will have a 12 digit

UAN.
o It will be valid everywhere in

the country.
o It will also help in including

them in social security schemes.
 The Labour Ministry, state

governments, trade unions and
CSCs will coordinate the
registration of workers on the
portal.

 A national toll free number —
14434 — will also be launched to
assist and address the queries of
workers seeking registration on the
portal.

E Shram Card Registration 2021:

 To do E Shram Card Registration
2021, the workers have to visit the
website eshram.gov.in.

 They have to register themselves,
for which Aadhaar number and
mobile number linked with
Aadhaar will be required.

 On this, information like name,
profession, address, education, skill
will have to be entered.

 Then the workers will be provided
with an e SHRAM card which will
have a 12 digit unique number.

 The objective behind the move is
the integration of Centre’s social
security schemes.

 The details of workers will also be
shared by the state government and
departments. Following the launch
of the portal, the workers from the
unorganised sector can begin their
registration on the same day.

Note: Earlier on August 24, 2021, the
Minister for Labour and Employment
Bhupender Yadav had unveiled the logo
for the E Shram portal.

Drone Rules 2021:Ministry of Civil
Aviation recently repealed the Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (UAS) Rules, 2021 and
replaced the same with the liberalized
Drone Rules, 2021.

Key Points:

 The step has been taken based on
the feedback received by the
Government.

 The earlier UAS Rules 2021 was
perceived by academia, Startups,
end users and other stakeholders as
being restrictive in nature as they
involved considerable paperwork,
required permissions for every
drone flight and very few “free to
fly” green zones were available.

 The new rules are aimed at making
it significantly easier for people and
companies to own and operate
drones.

 They also streamline a labyrinthine
certification process for
manufacturers, importers and users.

Some Key features of Drone Rules 2021:
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 According to the new rules, some of
the key features of Drone Rules
2021 are as follows:

 Special drone corridors will be
developed for cargo deliveries.

 Several approvals have also been
abolished. They include unique
authorization number, unique
prototype identification number,
certificate of manufacturing and
airworthiness, certificate of
conformance, certificate of
maintenance, import clearance,
acceptance of existing drones,
operator permit, authorization of
R&D organization, student remote
pilot licence, remote pilot
instructor authorization, drone port
authorization etc.

 No pilot licence will be required for
micro drones (for non commercial
use), nano drones and for R&D
organisations.

 Number of forms reduced from 25
to 5.

 Types of fee reduced from 72 to 4.
 Quantum of fee reduced to nominal

levels and delinked with size of
drone. For instance, the fee for a
remote pilot license fee has been
reduced from INR 3000 (for large
drones) to INR 100 for all categories
of drones; and is valid for 10 years.

 Digital sky platform shall be
developed as a user friendly single
window system.

 The human interface will be
minimal and most permissions will
be self generated.

 No permission required for
operating drones in green zones.

 Yellow zone reduced from 45 km to
12 km from the airport perimeter.

 No remote pilot licence required for
micro drones (for non commercial
use) and nano drones.

 Features of safety and security such
as no permission – no takeoff, geo
fencing, real time tracking beacon,
etc. to be notified in future. For
compliance, industry will be
provided with a six month lead
time.

 The maximum penalty for
violations is reduced to INR 1 lakh.

 Drone promotion council to be set
up by Government with
participation from academia,
startups and other stakeholders to
facilitate a growth oriented
regulatory regime.

About Ministry of Civil Aviation of
India:

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation of
Government of India (GoI) is the
nodal Ministry responsible for the
formulation of national policies and
programmes for development and
regulation of Civil Aviation and for
devising and implementing
schemes for the orderly growth and
expansion of civil air transport.

 Its functions also extend to
overseeing airport facilities, air
traffic services and carriage of
passengers and goods by air.

 The Ministry also administers
implementation of the Aircraft Act,
1934, Aircraft Rules, 1937.

 This Ministry is administratively
responsible for the Commission of
Railways Safety.

 The current Union Minister of Civil
Aviation is Jyotiraditya M. Scindia.
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Recent Initiatives of NEP 2020: The
Government of India (GoI) on 24 August
2021 launched various initiatives of
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

Highlights:

 These initiatives were launched
jointly by Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and
Social Justice and Empowerment
Minister Dr Virender Kumar in
New Delhi.

 These initiatives seek to make
education more inclusive and
prepare students for 21st century.

Key Points about the initiatives
launched:

 The Ministers also launched
Booklet on the 1 year NEP 2020
Acheivement Document.

 They also launched the National
Initiative for Proficiency in Reading
with Understanding and Numeracy
Bharat FLN tools.

 Along with, ‘Priya’ Accessibility
booklet, resources on DIKSHA
(Digital Infrastructure fro
Knowledge Sharing) platform,

virtual school on National Institute
of Open Schooling (NIOS),
Alternate Academic Calendar 2021
22 of NCERT, NIPUN Bharat
Mission were also launched to mark
the occasion.

 The Government urged both the
Departments of School Education &
Literacy and Department of Higher
Education to take up the task of
creating accessible educational
infrastructure and content on a
mission mode, consistently
progressing towards Inclusive
Education which is a vital
component of the new NEP.

About Booklet on one year NEP 2020
Achievement Document:

 A booklet on one year
achievements of the National
Education Policy Implementation
was unveiled.

 The booklet has been prepared by
the department of school education
and literacy, ministry of education
in order to commemorate one year
of the implementation of NEP 2020.

About Priya The Accessibility Warrior:

 "Priya The Accessibility Warrior"
will sensitize the students on
accessibility related issues for
Divyangs.

 Special emphasis has been laid to
make the booklet simple,
interesting and interactive to create
awareness on accessibility in
children right from their formative
years.

 It is the outcome of collaborative
efforts of Department of
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Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment
and Department of School
Education and Literacy.
o It provides glimpses into the

world of a girl named Priya who
met an accident and could not
walk, due to plastered leg.

o The story depicts how Priya
managed to participate in all
activities at school, and in the
process learnt the importance
of the accessibility.

o She, therefore takes the pledge
of being an accessibility warrior.

o The comic book is also available
with Indian Sign Language (ISL)
explanatory videos.

About Virtual School of NIOS:

 Virtual School of NIOS is first of its
kind initiative in the country which
will provide advanced digital
learning platforms through Virtual
Live Classrooms and Virtual Labs.

 This school is a new model of
learning and is an example how
leveraging technology and
innovation can facilitate greater
inclusion in education.

About Alternate Academic Calendar
2021 22 of NCERT:

 Alternate Academic Calendar of
NCERT has been developed to
facilitate teachers and parents to
assess the progress in the learning
of children.

 It contains week wise plan of
interesting and challenging
activities, with reference to learning

outcomes, themes and chapters
taken from syllabus or textbook.

About NIPUN Bharat Mission:

 NIPUN Bharat Mission aims to
ensure that every Indian chid
attains foundational literacy and
numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by;
2026 27.

 The main objective of this initiative
is to cover the learning needs of
children under the age group of 3 9
years.

 This mission has been launched
under the aegis of the centrally
sponsored scheme of 'Samagra
Siksha'.

 It will be implemented by the
Department of School Education
and Literacy.

 NIPUN Bharat FLN tools and
resources has been made available
under a separate vertical for FLN
resources developed under DIKSHA
to assist and mentor States/UTs
and teachers for implementing
NIPUN Bharat guidelines.

 This vertical has infographics and
videos on learning outcomes and
assessment tools for teachers to
facilitate them.

Aim:

 The Government is working
towards digitalization of education
and strengthening the sector so the
initiatives are aimed at promoting
inclusive education and bringing
transformative changes in the lives
of disabled.
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Science and Technology

 The National Education Policy also
seeks to help boosting the country’s
development.

About MoE:

 MoE refers to the Ministry of
Education.

 It was formerly known as the
Ministry of Human Resource
Development (1985–2020).

 The ministry is responsible for the
implementation and formulation of
the National Policy on Education
approved by Union cabinet of India
and to ensure that it is
implemented in letter and spirit.

 The Ministry is further divided into
two departments.

 They are, the Department of School
Education and Literacy, which deals
with primary, secondary and higher
secondary education, adult
education and literacy and the
Department of Higher Education,
which deals with a university
education, technical education,
scholarship, etc.

 The current Union Minister of MoE
is Dharmendra Pradhan.

Fossil Free Steel: The first fossil free steel
in the world had been manufactured in
Sweden.

Key Points:

 The first delivery of 'green steel'
was done in Sweden by Hybrit to
truck manufacturer Volvo AB as a
trial run.

 SSAB, which accounts for 10% of
Sweden's and 7% of Finland's
carbon dioxide emissions, said the
trial delivery was an "important
step towards a completely fossil
free value chain".

 The full scale production of the
material will begin from 2026 as
Volvo plans to start production of
prototype vehicles using green steel
by the end of this year.

Note: The steel industry is one of the
major contributors to greenhouse
emissions, accounting for up to 8% of
global greenhouse gas emissions.

About Fossil Free Steel:

 The steel was made using Hydrogen
Breakthrough Iron making
Technology, which uses 100% fossil
free hydrogen instead of coal and
coke.

 The development for the Hybrit
project, which was set up in 2016 is
owned by SSAB, energy firm
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Vattenfall and LKAB, a mining and
minerals group.

 Both Vattenfall and LKAB are
owned by the Swedish state.

 The idea underpinning Hybrit is to
use “100% fossil free hydrogen”
rather than coal and coke in steel
production.

 HYBRIT started test operations at
its pilot plant for fossil free steel in
Lulea, northern Sweden, a year ago.

 The company aims to replace
coking coal, traditionally needed
for ore based steel making, with
fossil free electricity and hydrogen.

 Hydrogen is a key part of the EU's
plan to reach net zero greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050.

NeoBolt: Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Madras has developed India’s first
indigenous motorised wheelchair vehicle
called NeoBolt.

Key Details:

 The researchers collaborated
extensively with organizations and
hospitals working for people with
locomotor disabilities and built the
products after factoring in their
experiences and making constant
design adjustments.

 It has been developed to empower
wheelchair users with a convenient,
safe and low cost mode of outdoor

mobility as compared to cars, auto
rickshaws and modified scooters.

 According to IIT Madras, the
wheelchair will be available to users
at an approximate price of ₹ 55,000.

About NeoBolt:

 NeoBolt can be used not only on
roads but even on uneven terrains.

 It has a maximum speed of 25
kmph.

 It is powered by a Lithium Ion
Battery.

 It can travel up to 25 km per charge.
 It is a motor powered attachment

that converts the wheelchair into a
safe, road worthy vehicle that can
navigate any kind of terrain that we
may normally encounter — drive
through unpaved streets or climb a
steep gradient. And do this
comfortably as it has suspensions to
absorb the shocks.

Who developed the wheelchair?

 NeoBolt was developed by a team
led by Prof. Sujatha Srinivasan,
Department of Mechanical
Engineering, IIT Madras.

Note: Prof. Sujatha Srinivasan also led
the team that developed India’s first
indigenously designed Standing
Wheelchair called ‘Arise,’ which enables
a wheelchair user to shift from sitting
to standing position.

 It has been commercialized
through a startup called
'NeoMotion'.
o The Startup has been co

founded by Prof. Sujatha
Srinivasan and an IIT Madras
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Alumnus Swostik Sourav Dash,
who is the CEO of NeoMotion.

Significance:

 It is estimated that around three
lakh wheelchairs are sold annually
in India, of which 2.5 lakh are
imported.

 Nearly 95% of all wheelchairs sold
in India are ‘one size fits all,’ which
restricts mobility, damages health,
and lowers self confidence.

 Products with features comparable
to NeoBolt are also available in the
global market but are at least three
to five times more expensive.

 NeoFly and NeoBolt developed by
the IIT Madras Team are intended
at addressing these issues.

Yuktdhara: The Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for the Ministry of
Science and Technology, Jitendra Singh
recently launched a new Geospatial
Planning Portal under Bhuvan named
“Yuktdhara” under Bhuvan.

Yuktdhara has been launched to enable the
planning of new MGNREGA (Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act) assets using Remote
Sensing and GIS based information.

Key points about Yuktdhara:

 The Yuktdhara portal has been
jointly developed by ISRO and the
Ministry of Rural Development.

 The portal will serve as a repository
of assets (Geotags) created under
various national rural development
programmes such as MGNREGA,
Integrated Watershed Management
Programme, Per Drop More Crop
and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana
etc., along with field photographs.

 It would ensure the quality of the
plan, enable a long term
monitoring of the assets created
over the years for relevance, and
facilitate identification of new
works for resource allocation.

Additional Info:

 Shri Jitendra Singh also holds the
portfolio of the Ministry of Earth
Sciences and Union Minister of
State for Prime Minister’s Office;
Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions;
Department of Atomic Energy and
Department of Space.

About Ministry of Rural Development:

 Ministry of Rural Development:
The Ministry of Rural Development
is a branch of the Government of
India (GoI).

 It was founded in June 2011.
 It is entrusted with the task of

accelerating the socio economic
development of rural India.

 Its focus is on health, education,
drinking water, housing and roads.

 The ministry has two departments
which are
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1. Department of Rural
Development and

2. Department of Land Resources.

Note: On July 7, 2021, during the first
cabinet reshuffle of the secondModi
Ministry, Narendra Singh was replaced
by Giriraj singh as the Union Minister
of Rural Development.

Havana Syndrome: Recently, US Vice
President Kamala Harris's flight to Vietnam
was delayed by several hours due to an
"anomalous health incident" with
similarities to so called Havana syndrome.

About Havana Syndrome:

 The mysterious syndrome first
affected people at the US and
Canadian embassies in Havana in
2016 and 2017.

 This mysterious illness came to be
called the “Havana Syndrome”.

 Some officials called it anomalous
health incidents while some called
attacks.

 In 2018, U.S. diplomats in China
reported problems similar to those
reported in Cuba, as did undercover
CIA agents working in other

countries with partner agencies to
counter Russian covert operations.

 Most recent cases were reported in
Asia in 2018 and in central Europe
in 2021.

Causes:

 The cause of Havana syndrome has
sparked several theories — from a
'microwave attack' to weapons that
focused on ultrasound, poison, and
even a reaction to crickets.

 However, in December 2020, a
report by the National Academies
of Sciences (NAS) found “directed
energy beams” as a “plausible”
cause of the Havana Syndrome.

Symptoms:

 The patients said they heard
strange sounds and experienced
odd physical sensations in their
hotel rooms or homes.

 They said they had symptoms of
nausea, severe headaches, fatigue,
dizziness, sleep problems and
hearing loss.

What action has been taken by the US
Government?

 In 2017, Donald Trump accused
Cuba of perpetrating unspecified
attacks causing these symptoms.

 However, Havana denied this
accusation.

 The U.S. reduced staff at their
embassy to a minimum in response.

 Now, State Department and the
Central Intelligence Agency have
established an internal task force to
investigate the matter. Helping
American Victims Afflicted by
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Sports

Neurological Attacks (HAVANA)
Act was also passed unanimously in
Congress.

 It will authorize additional medical
and financial support to the
intelligence officers and diplomats
affected by the bill. Bill has also
been introduced in the House.

SPORTS:

Flag bearer in Tokyo Paralympics:
Javelin thrower Tek Chand lead India's
charge during Opening Ceremony of
the Tokyo Paralympics.

Key Details:

 He replaced Mariyappan
Thangavelu, 2016 Rio Paralympic
Games gold medalist as he was
quarantined following close
contact with a COVID 19
positive person on their flight to
Tokyo.

 Tek Chand carried the tri colour
as India made its way during the
Opening Ceremony of Tokyo
2020 Paralympics on 24th
August 2021 at the Japan
National Stadium.

Tokyo Paralympics 2021:

 The Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
Games will take place between
August 24, 2021 and September
5th, 2021.

 It will feature 539 medal events
across 22 sports.

 A total of 54 para athletes from
India across nine sports
disciplines will be featuring in
the Paralympic Games.

 This is India's biggest ever
contingent to the Games.

Chess:Barcelona Open: Indian
Grandmaster S.P. Sethuraman has won
the Barcelona Open chess tournament
title while compatriot Karthikeyan
Murali finished third.

Key Details:
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 Sethuraman (Elo 2644) collected
7.5 points from nine rounds to
emerge winner on the basis of a
better tie break score after
Daniil Yuffa of Russia also
finished level with the Indian
player.

 In the ninth and final round
played, Sethuraman beat
Hakobyan in a Catalan Closed
variation game.

 Sethuraman, who was the top
seed, remained unbeaten
through the nine rounds,
winning six matches and
drawing three.

 Sethuraman gained 8.5 Elo
points thanks to the triumph
while Murali (Elo 2606)
increased his by 6.4 points.
Sethuraman and Murali had
played out a draw in the fifth
round.

 Murali won six games, drew two
and went down to Hakobyan in
the sixth round.

 Chithambaram took the fifth
spot while Arjun Kalyan (6.5
points) ended ninth, followed by
Visakh in 10th place after a
handful of players finished with
6.5 points.

 Indian International Master N R
Vignesh and Vaishali scored six
points to finish 15th and 16th
respectively.

National Sports Day 2021: National Sports
Day is observed in India on the 29th of
August every year to commemorate the
birth anniversary of Indian Hockey Legend
Major Dhyan Chand Singh.

Highlights:

 Year 2021 is his 116th birth
anniversary.

 Sports Minister Anurag Thakur
launched the 'Fit India' app on the
occasion of National Sports Day
2021.

Background:

 In 2019, on National Sports Day,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
launched the Fit India Movement.

 On August 6, 20221, PM Modi
announced that the Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna Award, the country’s
highest sporting honour, is being
renamed as Major Dhyan Chand
Khel Ratna Award in the memory of
the legendary Olympian, on
popular demand.

Key Points:

 The first National Sports Day was
celebrated on 29th August 2012.

 The day is celebrated to create
awareness among the general
public on the importance of sports
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and to attract attention towards
sports in India.

 The main objective of this day is
also to spread awareness about the
importance of physical activities
and sports in life.

 The celebration of this day is
organized at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan where the sports related
awards like Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna, Arjuna Award and
Dronacharya Award are distributed.

 The National Sports Day is also
called Rashtriya Khel Divas in some
part of India.

 In 1979, the Indian Postal
Department paid tribute to Major
Dhyan Chand after his death and
renamed the National Stadium of
Delhi as Major Dhyan Chand
Stadium, Delhi.

Major Dhyan Chand:

 Major Dhyan Chand also known as
the wizard of a hockey player as
during his period was born on 29th
August 1905, in Allahabad.

 Dhyan Chand, who passed away on
December 3, 1979, at the age of 74,
was a member of the Indian Men’s
Hockey teams.

 He had an extraordinary talent for
scoring goals, due to which India
won hockey gold medals in the
Olympic Games of 1928, 1932, and
1936.

 His era is called the "golden period"
of Indian hockey.

 He was so passionate about hockey,
which he used to practice for the
game at night in the moonlight that
his fellow players started

addressing him with the nickname
"Chand".

 After India's first match at the
Berlin Olympics of 1936, crowds of
people started to gather at the
hockey ground to watch Dhyan
Chand's magical hockey.

 He was popularly known as “The
Wizard” for his magical touch,
superb control, creativity and
extraordinary goal scoring feats.

 Hockey magician Dhyan Chand's
autobiography is titled "Goal",
published in 1952.

 He announced his retirement from
hockey in the year 1948.

 He had scored more than 400 goals
in his entire international career.

 He was awarded the Padma
Bhushan, the third highest civilian
honor, in the year 1956 by the
Government of India (GoI).

Princepal Singh: Princepal Singh
recently became the first Indian to be
part of an NBA title winning team when
his side Sacramento Kings clinched the
2021 NBA Summer League crown.

About:

 The 6 foot 9 forward made
history by being the first Indian
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to be part of a championship
roster at any level of the NBA.

 The Kings dominated the
championship game against the
Boston Celtics, clinching the
title with a 100 67 win.

 Princepal has set a high bar for
future NBA Academy India
graduates with his
championship win.

 Earlier in the year, Singh had
become the first ever NBA
Academy Global alumni to sign a
G League contract and the first
ever NBA Academy India alumni
to sign a professional contract
when he agreed to a deal with
the Ignite.

 The 20 year old's appearance in
the championship game comes
exactly a week after he made his
brief yet landmark debut at the
Summer League, where he
checked in for the final 1:22
minutes of a Kings' victory over
the Washington Wizards.

WAU20 Championships: Shaili Singh
recently claimed the women’s Long
Jump silver medal in the World

Athletics U20 (WAU20)
Championships.

Key Highlights:

 She jumped a distance of 6.59m
in her third attempt, which was
her best show at the event.

 It was only 1cm short of the gold
medal jump by Sweden’s Maja
Askag but her silver medal
ensured that Indian athletics
continues to showcase the
progress it has been making.

 Ukraine’s Mariia Horielova
settled for bronze with a jump of
6.50m.

 She was India’s third medal in
the World Athletics U20
Championships, coming after
the bronze won by the Mixed
Team in the 4x400m Relay and
the silver by Amit Khatri in the
men’s 10,000m Race Walk.

 Shaili Singh currently holds the
Indian junior record of 6.48m.
Her recent jump of 6.59m will
not be included in the record
books due to wind assistance.

 India finished 21st on the medal
table, aware that a gold would
have lifted it to the top 15.
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Tokyo Paralympics 2020: India's
paralympic table tennis player Bhavina
Patel created history on August 28, 2021
by becoming the first Indian to advance
into table tennis finals in the
Paralympics and secure a silver medal.

Highlights:

 Bhavina Patel stormed into the
finals after beating China's
Zhang Miao 3 2 in her Class 4
match.

 She will face China's Ying Zhou
in the Gold medal event on
August 29, 2021 at 7:15 am.

 She had entered the knock off
round after winning one and
losing one match in the group
round.

 Another Indian paddler,
Sonalben Manubhai Patel bowed
out of the Tokyo Paralympic
campaign after losing both of
her group matches.

 In Tokyo Paralympics table
tennis event, there will be no
bronze medal play off and both
the losing semifinalists will be
awarded a bronze medal.


