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Editorial
Dear Civil Services Aspirants,
One of the first steps towards preparing
for Civil Services (Prelims) is to familiarize
with the pattern of the examination. It
starts with the studying NCERT books.
Since these books contain General Studies
subjects like art, culture, history,
geography, polity, economy, environment
and Science and Technology. These can
help strengthen the basic knowledge of
conceptual questions in general studies.
After studying, aspirants have to
concentrate on newspapers, since UPSC
gives the weightage of current affairs
related question in prelims every year.
Aspirants must read and take notes from
daily newspapers. This habit helps them
to stay updated with the current affairs.
Aspirants must solve mock test papers.
This helps to sharpen time management
skills. They should gather as many
previous years’ question papers and solve
as many as they can. After finishing the
exam, while going through the answers,
they can get important insights like how
to prepare and how to answer.
Maintaining a schedule is the best way to
ensure success in the UPSC exams, as it
allows you to break the subjects and
topics into small parts, making the
learning easy.
Civil Service India wishes you the best of
luck

Essay of the Month
Is the India's new surveillance law
threatening privacy?

Privacy is the right to remain alone or
freedom from interference or intrusion. In
a democracy, privacy is all about
respecting people's personal freedom. If a
citizen has a desire to keep something
personal and private, government must
respect. It is bad and disrespectful to
ignore that citizen’s wish without a valid
and compelling reason. Sometimes, the
desire for privacy can conflict with
important values which threaten the
fabric of democracy. But, the recent order
from Ministry of Home Affairs regarding
granting of powers to agencies to search
intercept, monitor and decrypt any
information generated has pushed a
majority of the citizens to feel that their
privacy is threatened.
What does the order say ?
The Ministry of Home Affairs issued an
order granting authority to 10 Central
agencies,
including
the
Delhi
Commissioner of Police, the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), and the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence, to pry
on individual computers and their receipts
and
transmissions
'under
powers
conferred on it by sub-section 1 of Section
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69 of the Information Technology Act,
2000 (21 of 2000), read with Rule 4 of the
Information Technology (Procedure and
Safeguards for Interception, Monitoring
and Decryption of Information) Rules,
2009”. The order authorises these security
and intelligence agencies to intercept,
monitor and decrypt any information
generated, transmitted, received or
stored in any computer resource”. The
agencies will also have powers to seize the
devices. The agencies are Intelligence
Bureau, Narcotics Control Bureau,
Enforcement Directorate, Central Board of
Direct Taxes, Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence,
Central
Bureau
of
Investigation,
National
Investigation
Agency, Cabinet Secretariat (RAW),
Directorate of Signal Intelligence (For
service of Jammu and Kashmir, North-East
and Assam), Commissioner of Police
(Delhi).
Why
Indian
government
importance to surveillance?

gives

The current surveillance initiative has
raised eyebrows and concerns from public
and political parties. But many social
researchers and political analysts mention
that, the government had authorised
several agencies to tap phone calls before,
but after permission from the Home
Secretary. The order was last updated in
2011 and enables agencies to get into
social media accounts and telephone
intercepts. In this digital age, apart from
hacking, data breach, there are threats
from various extremists and terrorist
groups, so the government is forced to
adopt the policy of aggressive intelligence
collection and efforts. One should realise

that the problems related to 21st century
is different and requires new ways and
methods of gathering information. As
computer and telecom technology has
increased, so has the government's ability
to gather valuable. Once again, the move
towards home grown terror network will
necessarily require, by accident or
purposefully, collections of Indian citizens'
conversations. Moreover, conversations
of persons connected to external terror
networks should also be gathered. An
open society, such as the India, the
government needs to use surveillance to
protect its citizen.
What are the other risks?
With government surveillance stressing on
intercept, monitor and decrypt any
information
generated,
transmitted,
received or stored in any computer
resource, there is a general perception
that the sole fascination of the
government order seems to be a
collection of information or data. This
unquestionable gathering of information
will push the government at the Centre
and most state governments into an
information collecting race. After the
collection, this procedure will turn India
into a military state much similar to a
dictatorship. In such cases, democratically
elected leaders will begin to suspect every
other elected member leading huge
problems in democracy, which will later
spread to citizens. There could be
dangerous scenarios where a citizen's
personal data in digital form will be used
for harassment, blackmail and identity
theft. The misuse of such data by law
enforcement agencies could greatly
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undermine the foundation of Indian
constitution and citizen faith in the
government.
Conclusion:
To conclude, though trends in surveillance
and collection of datas could solve
cybercrimes, stop terror networks, bring
justice to victims of online gender-based
violence, the mass surveillance powers of
the agencies could result in the
suppression of all kinds of privacy rights.
Besides, the threat of political spying, it
can create an influence on the citizen's
freedom of speech, association and
democratic participation. If a citizen is
constantly being watched, or thinking that
he/she is constantly being watched, they
will be losing their ability to be free.

National News
40 Workers selected for Prime Minister
Shram Awards

The awards are confered to personnel
who are employed in the Departmental
Undertakings
and
Public
Sector
Undertakings of the Central and State
Governments and Private Sector Units
employing 500 or more workers in
recognition
of
their
distinguished
performances,
innovative
abilities,
outstanding contribution in the field of
productivity and exhibition of exceptional
courage and presence of mind.
This year, no nomination was found
suitable for the presitigious Shram Ratna
Award. Three nominations for the Shram
Bhushan Award, twelve nominations for
Shram Vir/Shram Veerangana and sixteen
nominations for Shram Shree/Shram Devi
Awards have been selected. Even though,
the total number of Shram Awards
confered this year are 31, the number of
workers receiving the Awards are 40
(Including 3 women), as some of the
Awards have been shared by workers
and/or teams of workers consisting of
more than one worker. These include 23
workers from the public sector and 17
workers from the private sector.

Aadhaar not mandatory for school
admission

The Government of India has decided to
confer the Prime Minister’s Shram Awards
for the year 2017 to be awarded to 40
workers.
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Unique Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) has said that no children should be
denied admission and other facilities due
to want of Aadhaar. This comes after
instances of children not being admitted
to schools due to lack of Aadhaar have
come to light.
In a circular titled, “No denial of admission
in schools for want of Aadhaar and
Organising
Special
Aadhaar
Enrolment/update camps at schools”,
issued on Wednesday, it is mentioned that
for students who are yet get an Aadhaar
number or whose biometrics in Aadhaar
database is not updated, it shall be the
responsibility of the schools under
Regulation 12A of Aadhaar (Enrolment
and Update) Regulations to arrange for
Aadhaar enrolments and biometric
update.
“It is the responsibility of the schools to
organise special camps in their premises
in coordination with local banks, post
offices, state education department and
district
administration,”
said
Ajay
Bhushan, CEO, UIDAI.
Students are asked for their Aadhaar
number for availing admissions, obtaining
scholarships, attending various Boards’
and other examinations and participating
in various competitive examinations. Also,
mandatory update of biometrics in
Aadhaar is required for children on
attaining the age of 5 and 15 years to
ascertain validity of their Aadhaar number
assigned earlier.
UIDAI, also mentioned that to avoid any
hardship to children or their parents in
availing school admission and other

benefits in getting Aadhaar, it is obligatory
on State Government/s to arrange
through its education department and
district administration to organise
enrolment camp in all the schools, at least
twice a year by making school-wise roster
for the same.

Cabinet approves implementation of
Shahpurkandi Dam

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has approved
implementation of Shahpurkandi Dam
Project, Punjab on river Ravi. For this,
Central Assistance of Rs. 485.38 cr (for
irrigation component) would be provided
over five years from 2018-19 to 2022-23.
Implementation of this project would help
minimising some of the water of the River
Ravi which at present is going waste
through
the
MadhopurHeadworks
downstream to Pakistan.
Details of the project are completion of
the project an Irrigation Potential of 5,000
ha in Punjab State and 32,173 ha in J&K
State would be created.
Funding for Central Assistance to
Shahpurkandi Dam project shall be made
through NABARD under existing system
for funding of 99 PMKSY-AIBP projects
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under LTIF. In addition to existing
monitoring mechanism for projects by
Central Water Commission, a committee
headed by Member, Central Water
Commission and consisting of concerned
Chief Engineers of Punjab and J&K and
other concerned officers would be
constituted to oversee/monitor the
implementation of project. The Advisory
committee of MoWR, RD&GR on
Irrigation, Flood Control and Multipurpose
Projects accepted the second Revised Cost
Estimate amounting to Rs. 2715.70 crore
(February, 2018 Price Level) in its 138th
meeting held on 31.10.2018. The project
would be implemented by Govt. of Punjab
with Central Assistance of Rs. 485.38 crore
The project would be completed by June
2022. Some of the water of the River Ravi
at present is going waste through the
MadhopurHeadworks downstream to
Pakistan whereas there is requirement for
the same for use in Punjab and J&K.
Implementation of the project would
minimise such wastage of water. On
completion of the project an additional
Irrigation Potential of 5000 ha in Punjab
State and 32173 ha in J&K State would be
created. In addition, water being released
to provide irrigation in 1.18 Lac ha area
under UBDC system in Punjab would be
managed/regulated efficiently through
this project and the irrigation in the area
would be benefitted. On completion,
Punjab would also be able to generate
206 MW of hydropower.

Congress captures power in three states

The Congress managed to secure a clear
majority in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
while wresting power from BJP in Madhya
Pradesh too. In Telangana, the TRS led by
K Chandrashekar Rao stormed back to
power while in Mizoram, the MNF came
back to power after two terms of
Congress rule.
In Chhattisgarh, the Congress has
managed to get 68 seats, while BJP got 15
seats out of the 90 seats. In Madhya
Pradesh, the Congress got 115 seats, while
BJP got around 108 seats out of the 230
seats. In Rajasthan, Congress once again
managed to garner 99 seats, while the BJP
could get only 73 seats out of the 200
seats. In Telangana, TRS got 88 seats out
of the 119 seats declared.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday congratulated Congress for
victory in three states and said that BJP
accepts the mandate of people with
humility.
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FSSAI launches heart attack rewind
campaign

consumers about the harmful effects and
its link to cardiovascular diseases.”
Heart Attack Rewind warns citizens about
the health hazards of consuming trans-fat
and offers strategies to avoid them
through healthier alternatives. The
campaign was developed by experts at
Vital Strategies.

The Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) has launched Heart Attack
Rewind, a mass media campaign calling
for the elimination of industriallyproduced trans-fat in the food supply.
The
30-second
public
service
announcement (PSA) - the first mass
media campaign of its kind – will support
FSSAI’s global target of eliminating trans
fat in India by the year 2022, a year ahead
of the global target by the World Health
Organization (WHO) for the complete
elimination of trans fat.
Globally, trans fat intake leads to over
5,00,000 deaths of people from
cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) every year.
Trans fats are made by adding hydrogen
to liquid vegetable oils to make them
more solid, and to increase the shelf life of
foods. Trans fats are largely present in
vanaspati,
margarine
and
bakery
shortenings, and can be found in baked
and fried foods.
Pawan Kumar Agarwal, chief executive
officer, FSSAI, said, “FSSAI is committed to
reducing the industrially-produced trans
fatty acids to less than two per cent by the
year 2022 in a phased manner. This is in
line with our objective to get Freedom
from Trans Fat: India@75. I am hopeful
that this media campaign will educate

Nandita Murukutla from Vital Strategies
said, “Trans fats have no known health
benefits, and put Indians at risk for
cardiovascular diseases and other health
issues. Healthier alternatives can be used
without changing the taste or cost of
food. Regulatory measures paired with
strategic,
large-scale
mass
media
campaigns can help reduce the growing
menace of trans-fat in India. We
congratulate FSSAI for their commitment
to saving lives by reducing trans-fat from
India’s food supply.”

Govt approves Eklavya model residential
schools

Aiming to boost educational infrastructure
in tribal areas, government has launched
462 new Eklavya Model Residential
Schools.
The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister
www.civilserviceindia.com
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Narendra Modi has given its in-principle
approval for setting up of Eklavya Model
Residential Schools (EMRSs) in every block
with more than 50% ST population and at
least 20,000 tribal persons. To begin with,
the CCEA has approved a financial cost of
Rs 2242.03 crore during 2018-19 and
2019-20 for rolling out the revamped
scheme.
The CCEA has further approved the
following: There will be an Autonomous
Society under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
similar to Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti to
run the EMRSs, upgradation of already
sanctioned EMRSs on need basis with unit
cost subject to a maximum of Rs 5 crore
per school, setting up sports facilities in
163 tribal dominated districts at a unit
cost of Rs 5 crore each to be constructed
by the year 2022. Financial provisions for
15 sports facilities during 2018-19 and
2019-20 has been agreed to. Enhancing
the grants for maintenance which are
admissible every five years from Rs 10
lakh to Rs 20 Lakh, 102 of such blocks are
already having EMRSs. Thus, 462 new
EMRSs will be established in these blocks
across the country. The new scheme
envisages increase in construction cost of
EMRS from current Rs.12 crore to Rs. 20
crore to improve the construction quality
and ensure better facilities for the
students. Recurring cost to be enhanced
to Rs. 1,09,000/- per student per year
from the existing Rs. 61500/- per student
per year from 2019-20 onwards.

Govt approves establishment of AIIMS at
Tamilnadu and Telangana

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has approved
establishment of two new All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) at
Madurai, Tamil Nadu at a cost of Rs 1,264
crore and Bibinagar, Telangana at a cost of
Rs 1,028 crore. The AIIMS will be set up
under Pradhan MantriSwasthya Suraksha
Yojana (PMSSY).
The Union Cabinet has also given its
approval for creation of one post of
Director in the basic pay of Rs 2,25,000/(fixed) plus NPA (however pay + NPA
would not exceed Rs 2,37,500) for each of
the above two AIIMS. Some of the
benefits include, new AIIMS will add 100
UG (MBBS) seats and 60 B.Sc. (Nursing)
seats. Each new AIIMS will have 15-20
Super Specialty Departments. Each new
AIIMS will add around 750 hospital beds.
As per data of current functional AIIMS, it
is expected that each new AIIMS would
cater to around 1500 Outdoor patients
per day and around 1000 Indoor patients
per month.
Establishment of new AIIMS involves
creation of Hospital, Teaching Block for
medical & nursing courses, residential
complex and allied facilities/services,
broadly on the pattern of AIIMS, New
www.civilserviceindia.com
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Delhi and other six new AIIMS taken up
under Phase-I of PMSSY. The objective is
to establish the new AIIMS as Institutions
of National Importance for providing
quality tertiary healthcare, medical
education, nursing education and
research in the Region. The proposed
institution shall have a hospital with
capacity of 750 beds which will include
Emergency / Trauma Beds, AYUSH Beds,
Private Beds and ICU Speciality and Super
Speciality beds. In addition, there will be a
Medical
College,
AYUSH
Block,
Auditorium, Night Shelter, Guest House,
Hostels and residential facilities. The
establishment of the new AIIMS will
create capital assets for which requisite
specialized manpower will be created,
based on the pattern of the six new AIIMS,
for their maintenance and upkeep. The
recurring cost on these Institutions shall
be met through Grant-in-Aid to them from
Plan Budget Head of PMSSY of Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

Govt approves freight village in Varanasi

The Ministry of Shipping has approved the
development of Rs 156 crore freight
village in Varanasi adjoining the Inland
Waterways Terminal on River Ganga. The
Varanasi freight village will be developed
by the Inland Waterways Authority of
India . It will serve as a cargo hub, and a

centre for aggregation and value addition.
It will also provide support to stimulate
development of a professional logistics
industry in Varanasi.
A freight village is a designated area
where facilities for various modes of
transportation, distribution of goods and
other logistics are available in a
synchronized manner on a large scale.The
main function of freight villages is
management and utilization of various
modes of transport, synergizing them and
decongesting the existing mode of
transportation. Freight villages are
basically cargo aggregators which offer
various logistic choices to a shipper/ cargo
owner; i.e. choice of rail-road; railwaterway; road-waterway. The choice is
based on the optimal/ lowest logistic cost
that can be derived by the shipper/ cargo
owner. Delivery and coordination of
various freight related activities under one
roof ensures ease of doing business and
makes it possible to realize high truck
capacity due to which economic efficiency
and activity of the enterprises on site can
be improved.
A World Bank pre-feasibility study has
found Varanasi to be a suitable site for the
freight village. The city is located
strategically and is a focal point in the
logistics chain of Eastern Transport
Corridor of India where the National
Waterways-1, Eastern Dedicated Freight
Corridor (EDFC), National Highway-7 and
National Highway-2 pass through. The
volume of traffic on inland waterway to
Varanasi is expected to increase with the
commissioning of the multi modal
terminal being built under the Jal Marg
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Vikas project. The estimated volume of
traffic for Varanasi multi modal terminal is
3.55 MMT by 2020; 3.82 MMT by 2025;
10.12 MMT by 2035; and 10.32 MMT by
2045. Vessels with capacity of up to 2000
DWT would be able to berth at the IWT
multi modal terminal that will have the
infrastructure facilities required to handle
this expected increase in the volume of
cargo traffic from JMVP and EDFC through
synchro-modality.
The Varanasi freight village is proposed to
be developed over a land area of about
100 acres, which will be acquired in two
phases - 70 acres in first phase and 30
acres in second phase at a total estimated
cost of Rs 120 crores. Another preinvestment cost of Rs 45 crores is
expected to be incurred on soft aspects of
the projects such as procurement of
consultancy service and operation of
project management unit.

Govt approves Mahila Police Volunteer
Scheme

Ministry of Home Affairs has envisaged
engagement of Mahila Police Volunteers
(MPVs) in the States/UTs who will act as a
link between police and community and
help women in distress. All Chief
Secretaries of States/UTs were requested
to adopt this initiative in their respective
States. Haryana is the first state to adopt
the initiative at Karnal and Mahindergarh
District on a pilot basis under Nirbhaya
Fund during the financial year 2016-2017.
Further, the proposals of Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat,
Mizoram,
Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh have also
been approved for implementation of
MPVs. Under the scheme, the Mahila
Police volunteer is required to mobilize
community to form Mahila and
ShishuRakshak Dals (MASRD) to act as
community watch groups. As the, scheme
is
at
the
nascent
stage
of
operationalisation at the field level, no
impact assessment on MPVs scheme has
been done so far. This was stated by
Minister of State for Women and Child
Development, Dr Virendra Kumar in a
written reply to a question in Parliament.

Govt extends Ujjwala Yojana LPG to all
poor households

Government of India has approved
proposals of several states approved for
implementation
of
Mahila
Police
Volunteer Scheme.
The Ministry of Women and Child
Development in collaboration with the

The government has extended Ujjwala
Yojana of providing free cooking gas (LPG)
connections to all poor households.
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According to an official release, the
scheme, launched in 2016, originally
targeted giving LPG connections to mostly
rural women members of below the
poverty line (BPL) households. The list was
later expanded to include all SC/ST
households and forest dwellers among
others. The scheme is now being
extended to all poor households.
The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) approved expanding the
scope of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
to cover poor families not having LPG
connections and not covered under the
existing beneficiary categories. The step
will further increase penetration of LPG to
100 per cent households.
Under the scheme, the government
provides a subsidy of Rs 1,600 to stateowned fuel retailers for every free LPG gas
connection that they give to poor
households. This subsidy is intended to
cover the security fee for the cylinder and
the fitting charges.
The beneficiary has to buy her own
cooking stove. To reduce the burden, the
scheme allows beneficiaries to pay for the
stove and the first refill in monthly
instalments. However, the cost of all
subsequent refills has to be borne by the
beneficiary household.
Considering
several
representations
received from various quarters, now, poor
families who could not get LPG connection
under PMUY are now eligible to get a
connection subject to fulfilling the
eligibility norms and furnishing required
documents. The PMUY was launched on
May 1, 2016, to provide 5 crores free LPG

connections in three years. The target was
expanded to 8 crores in five years. So far,
5.86 crore LPG connections have been
released, he said adding that 48 per cent
of the beneficiaries are SC/STs.
LPG coverage presently extends to close
to 90 per cent of the population and the
expansion will help take the coverage to
all households. While previously the
connections were given based on the
2011 Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC),
the list was later expanded to include
providing free cooking gas connection to
all SC/ST households, forest dwellers,
most backward classes, inhabitants of
islands, nomadic tribes, tea estates and
beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana and Antyodaya Yojana. Now, it has
been extended to all poor, he added.
The World Health Organisation hailed
PMUY as decisive intervention by the
government to facilitate the switch to
clean household energy use, thereby
addressing the problems associated with
Indoor Household Pollution.

Govt formulates guidelines for approval
of online travel aggregators

Tourism Ministry formulates Guidelines
for approval of Online Travel Aggregators
www.civilserviceindia.com
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and the guidelines to be rolled out by
December end this year.
The Ministry of Tourism have formulated
the guidelines for approval /re-approval of
Online Travel Aggregators (OTA’s). These
guidelines for approval /re-approval
ofOTA’s have been devised to ensure that
there are adequate safeguards against
deficiency
of
service,
alternate
arrangements if needed and punitive
deterrence. This is a voluntary scheme
open to bonafide online travel
aggregators to bring them on a common
platform in the organized sector and the
guidelines will be rolled out online by the
end of December, 2018.
The scheme for approval / re-approval of
OTAs will be rolled out on the online
platform and all applications and fee
payment will have to be made on the
online platform. The scheme is expected
to set standards towards accreditation
and add value to the dependability and
reliability to the aggregators in the online
space operating in the organized tourism
sector.
In the recent past, several Online Travel
Aggregators (OTA) who are aggregating
rooms in the various accommodation
segments have emerged. The B&B /
Homestay segment has always suffered
from inadequate marketing owing to the
small scale of business. The emergence of
OTAs can galvanise this segment and
emerge as a game changer.
AnOnline Travel Aggregator (OTA) is an
intermediary / agent selling travel
products and services such as the airlines,
car rental, cruise lines, Hotels /

Accommodation, railways and vacation
packages on behalf of suppliers using
internet as a medium. They establish an
online market place and earn profits on
the discounts commonly referred to as
commission offered by the suppliers. In
doing so, they may list the travel related
service providers/agents or other service
providers like hotels, homestays on its
platform under its brand, connect the
buyers with potential travel, hospitality
and related service providers/ sellers on
its platform under its brand, prescribe
amenities and/or quality standards and
influence the service providers to match
the potential customer’s needs, enter into
agreements with such service providers
laying down benchmarks, standards,
commission rates and other services
required from such service providers.

Govt increases contribution to NPS
scheme

Aiming to make retirement income
scheme more attractive for central
government employees, the government
has agreed to chip in a higher 14 per cent
of the basic salary of an individual as its
contribution to the National Pension
System (NPS).
According to an official source, the move
would benefit over 36 lakh central
www.civilserviceindia.com
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government
employees.
Individual
contributions, which will continue to be
capped at a maximum of 10 per cent of
the basic salary, will be exempt from
taxable income. National Pension System
(NPS) is a government-sponsored pension
scheme that was launched in January
2004 for government employees.
However, in 2009, it was opened to all
sections. The scheme allows subscribers
to contribute regularly in a pension
account during their working life. On
retirement, subscribers can withdraw a
part of the corpus in a lump sum and use
the remaining corpus to buy an annuity to
secure a regular income after retirement.
Currently, the minimum employee
contribution in NPS is 10 per cent of basic
pay and an equal contribution is made by
the government. The Cabinet at its
meeting Thursday cleared raising the
government’s share to NPS to 14 per cent.
It also cleared tax incentives under
Section 80C of Income Tax Act for
employee contribution of up to 10 per
cent towards NPS. The tax measures are
likely to come into effect from April 1,
2019. Central government employees had
approached the government seeking
tweaking of the terms of the current
‘contribution’ based NPS. Also, the
Cabinet has given more flexibility to the
government employees to withdraw the
amount from NPS corpus at the time of
retirement.

Govt inventories 1.7 lakh bridges under
IBMS scheme

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways
has
inventorized
1,72,517
bridges/structures under Indian Bridge
Management System (IBMS)
Union Minister of State for Road
Transport and Highways, Shipping and
Chemical
&
Fertilizers
Mansukh
Mandaviya has said that the Ministry of
Road Transport & Highways has
inventorized 1,72,517 bridges/structures
under Indian Bridge Management System
(IBMS). These structures comprise
1,34,229 culverts, 32,806 minor bridges,
3,647 major and 1,835 extra-long bridges.
Earlier there was no proper data available
on these structures on the National
Highways network.
The IBM System has been established to
develop the data in digital form, to
identify the number of bridges and other
structures on National Highways, to carry
out
the
condition
survey
and
inventorization of bridges/structures and
to identify the distressed bridges which
need immediate attention and to sensitize
the concerned implementation agency for
taking corrective measures such as repair,
rehabilitation
reconstruction/
new
construction etc.
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The Minister said, the bridges /structure
condition data will be collected twice a
year during ‘Pre-Monsoon’ and ‘PostMonsoon’ period for 3 years by using
Mobile Bridge Inspection Units (MBIU).
Eleven consultancy firms have been
appointed for this purpose. The condition
survey report and recommendation
submitted by consultant will be used as
input for granting permission for
movement of over-dimension and
overweight
Vehicles(ODC/OWC)
consignments on National Highways
which has been made online by the
Ministry as well as help in future
management/repair/rehabilitation of the
assets.

Govt launches Bhasha Sangam for class
10 and 12 students

The Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) has suggested all
the heads of the CBSE schools to follow
Bhasha Sangam Initiative. All the students
of class 10 and 12 who are studying under
CBSE board will get the opportunity to
explore the various languages under the
Schedule VIII of the Constitution of India.
Some of the objectives are introduce
school students to all the 22 Indian
Languages of Schedule VIII of the
Constitution of India. Enhance linguistic
tolerance and respect, and promote
national integration. Features of Bhasha
Sangam are that it will be run by the
State/UT Department of School Education.
A short dialogue consisting of five simple,
commonly used sentences has been
designed in 22 languages for use by
students of all classes.
Sentences from each language are to be
shared with student’s everyday for 22
working days. Everyday only one language
will be shared.

Govt launches eDrishti software to
monitor trains
Aiming to celebrate these unique features
of our country, the Bhasha Sangam
initiative under the "Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat" ushers in a programme for
schools and educational institutions to
provide multilingual exposure to students
in Indian languages listed in Schedule VIII
of the Constitution of India. This initiative
is just the beginning of a journey meant to
create interest in these languages and a
curiosity to learn more. It will be followed
by other activities subsequently.

Aiming to add more facilities for the
passengers Indian Railways has launched
‘eDrishti’.
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The software, which has been developed
by the Centre for Railway Information
System (CRIS) is also been connected with
the base kitchens of the Indian Rail
Catering and Tourism Corp (IRCTC)
following complaints regarding the quality
of food served on trains.
Indian Railways has unveiled this
software to help Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal to keep a track of punctuality of
trains as well as freight and passenger
earnings – and much more – from
anywhere in the country. The minister will
reportedly be able to keep a track of all
information related to Indian Railways.
A senior Railway Ministry official told IANS
that the Minister can track any
information with just a click of the mouse
— whether from his office or while on the
move. The Minister will also be able to
know at any given point of time the day’s
freight and passenger earnings, freight
loading and unloading, punctuality,
progress of major projects, and public
grievances.
Further, the movement of trains across
the country, and details of railway stations
and many more informations will be in the
reach of Railway minister.

Govt launches Emergency
Support System for Nagaland

Response

Government of India has launched
Emergency Response Support System
(ERSS) for the State of Nagaland at
Kohima.
According to an official release, residents
in Nagaland do not require to remember
multiple helpline numbers now. They can
dial 112 or use Panic Button on their
phones or 112 India mobile App to
connect to a single number based 112
emergency services which will connect to
Police, Fire, Health and other helplines
through an Emergency Response Centre in
the State. Shri Rajnath Singh also flagged
off Emergency Response Vehicles fitted
with mobile device terminals. Central
Government has allocated Rs. 321.69
Crore under Nirbhaya Fund for
implementation of ERSS project across the
country. Nagaland has been allocated
Rs.4.88 crore for the project.
Nagaland is the first amongst the NorthEastern States and the second State in
India to launch Pan-India single
emergency number ‘112’ under ERSS.
Under this project, one Emergency
Response Centre (ERC) has been
established in Kohima along with 3 District
Command Centers (DCCs), namely
Kohima, Dimapur and Mokokchung. The
www.civilserviceindia.com
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Emergency Response Centre is capable of
receiving emergency calls through voice
call to 112, email, panic buttons activated
calls and 112 India mobile App.

Govt launches ENSURE portal direct
transfer system for farmers

Union Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare has launched a portal
ENSURE- National Livestock Mission-EDEG
developed by NABARD and operated
under the Department of Animal
Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries.
On this occasion, it was informed that the
National Livestock Mission has been
conceived by Modi government for the
sustainable development of the livestock
sector. Under the Mission’s component
called Entrepreneurship Development and
Employment Generation (EDEG), subsidy
payment for activities related to poultry,
small ruminants, pigs etc. through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) goes directly to the
beneficiary’s account. In order to make it
better, simpler and transparent, the
NABARD has developed an online portal
“ENSURE” (https://ensure.nabard.org) so
that the information related to beneficiary
and processing of application can be made
readily available.

Under the new process, controlling
officer/branch manager of the bank, after
scrutinizing & sanctioning of proposal,
uploads the subsidy claims in the portal.
The subsidy will be approved within 30
days from the date of sanction of loan.
Earlier, even after the loan approval,
subsidy took a long time to reach the
beneficiary’s account. Through this
process, the flow of information/funds
will also be quicker and more
accountable. The burden of extra interest
due to delay in the disbursal of the
subsidy would now be reduced after the
launch of the portal. Access from the
portal will also be on real-time basis and
list of beneficiaries can be easily prepared.

Govt launches National Mission on
Interdisciplinary Cyber Physical Systems

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi today has
approved the launching of National
Mission on Interdisciplinary CyberPhysical Systems (NM-ICPS) to be
implemented by Department of Science
&Technology at a total outlay of Rs. 3660
crore for a period of five years.
The Mission addresses the ever increasing
technological requirements of the society,
and takes into account the international
trends and road maps of leading countries
www.civilserviceindia.com
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for the next generation technologies. The
mission implementation would develop
and bring, cyber Physical Systems (CPS)
and associated technologies within reach
in the country, adoption of CPS
technologies to address India specific
National / Regional issues,
produce
Next
Generation
skilled
manpower in CPS, catalyze Translational
Research, accelerate entrepreneurship
and start-up ecosystem development in
CPS,
give impetus to advanced research in CPS,
Technology development and higher
education in Science, Technology and
Engineering disciplines, and
place India at par with other advanced
countries and derive several direct and
indirect benefits.
The NM-ICPS is a comprehensive Mission
which
would
address
technology
development, application development,
human resource development and skill
enhancement, entrepreneurship and
start-up development in CPS and
associated technologies. The Mission aims
at establishment of 15 numbers of
Technology Innovation Hubs (TIH), six
numbers of Application Innovation Hubs
(AIH) and four numbers of Technology
Translation Research Parks (TTRP). These
Hubs & TTRPs will connect to Academics,
Industry, Central Ministries and State
Government in developing solutions at
reputed academic, R and D and other
organizations across the country in a hub
and spoke model. A strategic approach
involving a suitable mix of Academic,
Industry and Government is proposed to

be adopted. Strong Steering and
Monitoring Mechanisms in the form of
Mission Governing Board (MGB), InterMinisterial
Coordination
Committee
(IMCC), Scientific Advisory Committee
(SAC) and other Sub-Committees will
guide and monitor the Mission
implementation. The Hubs and TTRPs
have four focused areas along which the
Mission implementation would proceed,
namely (i) Technology Development; (ii)
HRD & Skill Development; (iii) Innovation,
Entrepreneurship
and
Start-ups
Ecosystem Development; (iv) International
Collaborations.

Govt launches Twitter account to spread
awareness about cybercrimes

Union Ministry of House Affairs has
introduced Twitter account @CyberDost
to unfold recognition about cybercrimes
and usual precautions to be taken. It is
aimed at maximizing people’s essential
knowledge about cybercrimes and
safeguards to be taken for avoidance.
This twitter manage will educate
individuals about different channels by
way of which complaints about cybercrimes can be submitted and will make
individuals
informed
of
their
responsibilities relating to misuse of cyber
place by some people today in the region.
www.civilserviceindia.com
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It will also support to mitigate options of
disruption in normal company things to do
or losses due to cyber-crimes by
developing ecosystem to avoid and
control cyber-crimes. The data shared on
this take care of will greatly enhance
simple expertise of followers about cybercrimes and precautionary actions to be
taken to prevent such criminal offense.
The
data
and
communication
technological innovation is getting used in
all walks of general public life like banking,
transport, airways, railways, electricity
and other sectors. With increased use of
engineering for day to working day
functions, chance of cyber-crimes is also
expanding. It has an ability making and
public awareness are crucial components
for obviating affect of cybercrimes and
building ideal weather for belief-primarily
based transactions.

Govt notifies devices under drugs

Health Ministry under the government of
India has notified commonly used devices
as drugs.
Commonly used medical devices such as
nebulizers, blood pressure monitors,
digital thermometers and glucometers
have been notified as drugs under the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, a step which will

enable the government to ensure their
quality and performance.
The Drug Controller-General of India
(DCGI) would regulate the import,
manufacture and sale of these devices
from January 1, 2020.
All these devices will have to be registered
under the quality parameters prescribed
under Medical Devices Rules 2017 and
other standards set by the Bureau of
Indian Standard (BIS) certification.
The Drug Technical Advisory Body (DTAB),
the country’s highest drug advisory body,
had approved the proposal to include
nebulizers, blood pressure monitoring
devices, digital thermometers and
glucometers under the purview of the
Drug Law.
“The Ministry of Health has through a
notification dated December 3, specified
devices intended for use in humans for
internal or external use in the diagnosis,
treatment, mitigation or prevention of
disease or disorder in human beings or
animals, to be included in the definition of
drug under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940; effective from January 1, 2020,” the
notification read.
Currently, only 23 medical devices are
monitored for quality by the country’s
drug regulator. With four new devices
being notified, 27 medical devices now fall
under the definition of drugs under the
Act. The other medical equipments are
sold without any quality checks or clinical
trials.
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Govt plans to build new high tech bridge
to replace Pamban Bridge

metre section will lift vertically upwards
remaining parallel to the deck. It will be
done using sensors at each end.

Govt releases draft of IT act 2018

Indian Railways is planning to build the
country's
first
vertical-lift
bridge
connecting Rameswaram in Arabian Sea
to mainland India that will allow ships and
steamers to pass through without any
hinderance, replacing the existing 104year-old Pamban bridge.
According to a senior official in the
ministry, the bridge, over two-kilometrelong, which is likely to cost Rs. 250 crore,
will have a 63-metre stretch which will lift
up while remaining parallel to the deck to
allow access to the ships. It will be ready
in the next four years, and along with the
new railway link between Rameswaram in
Pamban Island and Dhanuskodi, which is
considered the starting point of Ram Setu,
will help ferry thousands of pilgrims from
the Hindu religious site to the mainland. A
cyclone had destroyed the rail link
between the two sites in 1964 and since
then, this is the first effort to restore the
link, the official said.
"The existing bridge having a total length
of 2,058 m has already served 104 years
and needs to be replaced since it is almost
non-operational. While this bridge has the
'Scherzer' rolling lift technology in which
the bridge opens up horizontally, to let
ships pass through, in the new one, a 63

The ministry of Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology has released draft
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines [Amendment] Rule 2018.
The new principles are mainly in
conformity with developments on this
entrance in a variety of instances before
the Supreme Court docket in the latest
months. The critical provisions of these
draft rules are: Social media platforms are
required to end the full encryption
procedure and get rid of any “unlawful
content” for the sake of the country’s
protection. The draft guidelines outline
intermediary as any platform that has
more than 50 lakh people in India or is in
the list of middleman as notified by the
government. Social media platforms this
sort of as Whatsapp, Fb, Instagram and
some others tumble below the definition
of intermediary. Anytime the government
problems get, inside “72 hrs of
communication”, facts or help concerning
“security or cybersecurity” ought to be
supplied. The social media platforms are
also needed to trace out the originator of
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info on its platform as may well be
demanded by the federal government
agencies if the authorised functionaries
demand so. The authorities can request
the information about “unlawful acts”
from the intermediaries by “court order”
or by being notified by the government
itself and the parameter to judge illegal
functions would be Posting 19(2) of the
Constitution, which place restrictions on
freedom of speech and expression. The
intermediaries are also needed to deploy
technological innovation based automatic
equipment or proper mechanisms, with
appropriate controls, for proactively
identifying or taking away or disabling
access to illegal information or content
material.

Govt selects 19 more institutions for
eminence status

The Empowered Expert Committee (EEC)
has reportedly identified 19 more
institutions for Institutions of Eminence
(IoE) status.
According to reports, there are seven
public and 12 private institutes out of
total 19 institutes. With this, the total
number of universities and institutions
recommended for the IOE status has gone
up to 30. Let us tell you that the
government has already granted IoEs

status to six — three public and three
private — institutions. The University
Grants Commission (UGC) is expected to
meet to select another 14 next week.
Amrita
Vishwa
Vidyapeetham
in
Coimbatore, VIT in Vellore, Shiv Nadar
University, Jamia Hamdard University in
New Delhi, Azim Premji University, Kalinga
Institute of Industrial Technology in
Bhubaneswar, Ashoka University, OP
Jindal Global University, Indian Institute
for Human Settlements and Institute of
Public Health Sciences in Telangana are
the names recommended under private
category. Under the public category,
Banaras Hindu University, Savitribai Phule
Pune University, Tezpur University, Aligarh
Muslim University, Panjab University,
University of Hyderabad, and Andhra
University are in the fray.
The aim of the Institutions of Eminence
scheme is to bring the selected higher
educational institutions in the world’s top
500 in the next 10 years and eventually in
the top 100. The scheme has been
launched with an objective to provide
world-class teaching and research
facilities to Indian students within the
country and enhance the general level of
education of the country. BITS Pilani,
along with Manipal Academy of Higher
Education (MAHE) and Jio Institute by
Reliance Foundation, was earlier granted
'Institutions of Eminence' by the
government in the private sector.
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ICAR approves registration of record of
15 new breeds of livestock

Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) has approved registration of record
15 new breeds of livestock and poultry
this year.
ICAR has approved registration of record
15 new breeds of livestock and poultry
this year alone taking the total to 40
during 2014-18, Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Shri
Radha Mohan Singh at a ceremony for
awarding breed registration certificates to
the stakeholders today said that the 15
newly registered breeds include two cattle
breeds - Ladakhi (J&K) and Konkan Kapila
(Maharashtra and Goa); three buffalo
breeds - Luit (Assam & Manipur), Bargur
(Tamil
Nadu),
Chhattisgarhi
(Chhattisgarh); one sheep breed –
Panchali (Gujarat); six goat breeds –
Kahmi (Gujarat), Rohilkhandi (UP), Assam
Hill (Assam and Meghalaya), Bidri
(Karnataka), Nandidurga (Karnataka),
Bhakarwali (J&K); one pig breed – Ghurrah
(UP); one donkey breed – Halari (Gujarat)
and one chicken breed – Uttara
(Uttarakhand).

of animal breeds and their documentation
is not only important in providing value to
the ingenious animal breeds and
introducing
various
development
programs of the government for their
improvement but also plays a special role
in preserving the biodiversity of the
country. We have about 15 per cent of
total cattle, 57 per cent of total buffalo, 17
per cent of goat, 7 per cent of sheep and
4.5 per cent of chicken of the world. There
is still the possibility of many populations
in pure form in the remote areas which
need to be assessed for registration as
breeds in the coming years.
He said that other than recognition of new
breeds; the improvement, protection and
conservation of existing breeds are
equally important. Keeping this in mind, a
number of measures have been taken to
protect native breeds. In Rashtriya Gokul
Mission, more than Rs 2000 crore has
been allocated for the improvement and
conservation of our indigenous breeds.
Minister of State for Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Purushottam Rupala,
Krishna Raj and Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat were also present on this
occasion.

India has the highest number of stunted
children

The Minister further said that these native
breeds are renowned for heat tolerance,
disease resistance and thriving on low
input system. The process of identification
www.civilserviceindia.com
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India has the highest number of ‘stunted’
children in the world, according to Global
Nutrition Report 2018.
India has the highest number of ‘stunted’
children in the world and nearly a third of
all stunted children worldwide are to be
found in India.
About 46.6 million children in India suffer
from stunting due to poor nutrition intake
in the long term and repeated infections.
India is also the country with the highest
number of children who are ‘wasted’. This
is an even more severe indicator of acute
malnutrition.
India has 25.5 million children who are
wasted. Among the 50.5 million children
who are wasted globally, India has half of
the global wasting burden. Stunting in
India varied greatly from district to district
(12.4 per cent to 65.1 per cent).
239 of 604 districts had stunting levels
above 40 per cent. As of 2015, the
percentage of children Under 5 (both boys
and girls) who were stunted was 37.9 per
cent and the percentage of children Under
5 who were wasted was 20.8 per cent.
The households with the lowest incomes
had the highest number of wasting (23.8
per cent) and stunting (50.7 per cent)
among children aged under five years. 7
per cent of children under five years of
age were stunted in rural India while 30.6
per cent of children were stunted in urban
India, while 21.1 per cent children aged
under five were wasted in rural areas and
19.9 per cent were wasted in urban areas.
The report also shows the nutrition status
of children and adolescents aged between
five and19 years. 58.1 per cent of boys

were underweight while 50.1 per cent
girls were underweight. This difference
between the genders is attributed to
India’s adverse sex ratio in the first place.
More than half of all women of
reproductive age (51.4 per cent), whether
or not they were pregnant, suffered from
anaemia.

Indian Ports Association Launches ‘PCS
1x’ to Increase Ease of Doing Business

Indian Ports Association (IPA) has
launched the Port Community System
‘PCS1x’.
‘PCS 1x’ is a cloud based new generation
technology, with user-friendly interface.
This system seamlessly integrates 8 new
stakeholders besides the 19 existing
stakeholders from the maritime trade on
a single platform.
The platform offers value added services
such as notification engine, workflow,
mobile application, track and trace, better
user interface, better security features,
improved inclusion by offering dashboard
for those with no IT capability. A unique
feature of ‘PCS1x’ is that it can latch on to
third party software which provides
services to the maritime industry thereby
enabling the stakeholders to access wide
network of services. The system enables
www.civilserviceindia.com
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single sign on facility to provide one stop
interface to all the functionalities across
all stakeholders. Another major feature is
the deployment of a world class state of
the art payment aggregator solution
which removes dependency on bank
specific payment eco system.
This system will enable trade to have an
improved communication with the
customs as they have also embarked on
an Application Programming Interface
(API) based architecture, thereby enabling
real time interaction.
This System offers a database that acts as
a single data point to all transactions.
Itcaptures and stores data on its first
occurrence thereby reducing manual
intervention, the need to enter
transaction data at various points and
thereby reducing errors in the process. It
is estimated that this feature alone will
reduce 11/2 to 2 days in a life of
transaction. The application will have a
cascading effect in reducing dwell time
and overall cost of transaction. The
platform has the potential to revolutionize
maritime trade in India and bring it at par
with global best practices and pave the
way to improve the Ease of Doing
Business world ranking and Logistics
Performance Index (LPI) ranks.

Indian Railways grants fare concession to
transgender senior citizens

Indian Railways has decided to grant 40
per cent concession in passenger fares to
transgender
senior
citizens.
The
concession for a person of the third
gender, aged 60 years or above, will be
available from January 1, 2019.
Till now, such a concession was admissible
for men who are 60 years and above, and
for women aged 58 years and above. The
rate of concession is 40 per cent for men
and 50 per cent for women. Though a
column for transgender (T) was
introduced in the reservation form, the
concession was not admissible to them.
Sunil Udasi, Chief Public Relations Officer,
Central Railways: Ministry of Railways has
decided to grant 40 per cent concession in
railway passenger fare to Transgender (T)
Senior Citizen of age 60 years and above,
with effect from 1 January 2019. Railways
concession for students and labours. The
railways offer concessions on ticket prices
to 53 different categories, ranging from
10-100 per cent. While students going to
their hometown or educational tours can
avail a concession of 50 per cent in second
and sleeper class, students hailing from
Scheduled Tribes can avail a concession of
75 per cent. Similarly, government school
students in rural areas are eligible to get a
concession of 75 per cent in second class
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for a study tour or an entrance
examination once a year. Those appearing
for UPSC and Central Staff Selection
Commission can also avail a concession of
50 per cent on the fare. Industrial labours
and farmers, who wish to visit agricultural
exhibitions, can also avail a 25 per cent
concession on second-class and sleeperclass tickets. In addition, foreign students
studying in India are also eligible for a 50
per cent concession in second and sleeper
class. Apart from these, senior citizens
who book their railway tickets online, now
have the option to choose between 100
per cent concession, 50 per cent
concession and no concession.

Lok Sabha passes Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) bill

THE Lok Sabha passed the Bill to give
transgender persons equal rights and
protection under law through a voice
vote.
The Bill defines a transgender person as
one who is partly female or male; or a
combination of female and male; or
neither female nor male. In addition, the
person’s gender must not match the
gender assigned at birth, and includes
trans-men, trans-women, persons with
intersex variations and gender-queers.

A transgender person must obtain a
certificate of identity as proof of
recognition of identity as a transgender
person and to invoke rights under the Bill.
Such a certificate would be granted by
the
District
Magistrate
on
the
recommendation
of
a
Screening
Committee. The Committee would
comprise a medical officer, a psychologist
or psychiatrist, a district welfare officer, a
government official, and a transgender
person.
The Bill prohibits discrimination against a
transgender person in areas such as
education, employment, and healthcare.
It directs the central and state
governments to provide welfare schemes
in these areas.
Offences like compelling a transgender
person to beg, denial of access to a public
place, physical and sexual abuse, etc.
would attract up to two years’
imprisonment and a fine.

Lok Sabha passes Triple Talaq Bill

The Lok Sabha has passed The Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage)
Bill, 2018.
The bill was passed after the heat debate.
Earlier, the opposition Congress and All
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25

India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) staged a walkout before the
voting after The two parties through their
floor leaders, Mallikarjuna Kharge and P.
Venugopal of the AIADMK opposing the
Bill. During the debate they asked the bill
to be referred to a Joint Select Committee
for consideration. However, Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad asked members to
pass the Bill citing humanitarian
considerations with regard to Muslim
women suffering under triple talaq.
The Bill to make the practice of triple talaq
among Muslims a penal offence was
introduced in the Lok Sabha on December
17 to replace an ordinance issued in
September. Under the proposed law,
giving instant triple talaq will be illegal and
void, and will attract a jail term of three
years for the husband. The fresh bill is
proposed to supersede an earlier bill
passed in the Lok Sabha and pending in
the Rajya Sabha.
In the face of strong objections by the
opposition, led by leader of the Congress
legislative party in the Lok Sabha,
Mallikarjuna Kharge, Mr. Prasad in his
reply said as many as 477 cases of triple
talaq have been reported since January
2017 with over 200 coming after the
Supreme Court verdict declaring Talaq-eBidat as void. He explained the penal
provision in the Bill as a deterrent, stating,
“deterrent is also important while
combating a crime.”

Maharashtra launches Bharat Ratna Atal
Bihari Vajpayee International School

Marking the 94th birth anniversary
celebrations of the late Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis launched the
'Bharat Ratna Atal Bihar Vajpayee
International Schools' for students in
mofussil areas.
The school is affiliated to the Maharashtra
International Education Board (MIEB), in
which 13 Zilla Parishad Schools will join
initially with the curriculum in the
students' mother tongue.
The MIEB has been set up by the state
government to achieve higher education
standards of global standards in the state.
Making the announcement, Fadnavis said,
'With this, students in the rural areas will
get education of international standards
as part of the state government's
continuous
efforts
towards
value
education'. He said improvisations have
been made with the same government
machinery, teachers, infrastructure, but
with innovative solutions. "There is a
reverse migration, with many students
from English-medium schools returning to
ZP schools, with this international board
giving it a boost," he said. Fadnavis made
it clear that the curriculum is not a copypaste variety, but drafted by a team of
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experts such as Vijay Bhatkar, Anil
Kakodkar, Swaroop Sampat, Achuyt Palav
and many others, with the government
intervening just for capacity building,
framing strategies and other necessary
assistance.

National
Haryana

Cancer

Institute

opens

in

The National Cancer Institute (NCI) in
Jhajjar, Haryana, which is termed as
India's largest cancer hospital, opened for
public service.
The NCI, which is a project under Delhi's
All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) will be headed by Dr G.K. Rath
who is also the chief of Institute Rotary
Cancer hospital at AIIMS.
According to AIIMS sources, the new
cancer centre will take off some load from
AIIMS which receives more than 1000
patients daily. While the doctors have
already started the OPDs, the proper
functioning of all departments at the NCI
will start from January 2019. This has
been divided into three phases with the
first phase likely to have 250 beds
available for the public. Built at a cost of
Rs 2,035 crore, the NCI has 710 beds in
which 200 beds have been dedicated for

the treatment of those cancers which are
based on research protocols. Indoor
admissions will also be opened to the
public in a phased manner by mid January.
The NCI will be the nodal institution for all
activities related to cancer in the country
and will have linkages with regional cancer
centres and other cancer institutes within
the country. It will act as the premier
institute for cancer, identify priority areas
for research and development and related
areas, will carry out basic and applied
research in molecular biology, genomics,
proteomics,
cancer
epidemiology,
radiation biology, cancer vaccines and
more. The NCI will evolve model cancer
control strategies for the developing
world which will include newer modalities
of prevention, early diagnosis and
therapy. It will also act as a centre for
development of human resource in
various branches of cancer management.

NITI Aayog Releases SDG India Index

Aiming to offer a single measurable Index
to map progress of States & UTs towards
2030 SDGs, the NITI Aayog has released
the Baseline Report of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) India Index.
According to official sources, the source
offers documents the progress made by
India’s States and Union Territories
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towards implementing the 2030 SDG
targets.
The SDG India Index, which was
developed in collaboration with the
Ministry of Statistics & Programme
Implementation (MoSPI), Global Green
Growth Institute and United Nations in
India, was launched by NITI Aayog ViceChairman Dr Rajiv Kumar, NITI Aayog
Members Dr Ramesh Chand, Dr VK Paul
and Dr VK Saraswat, CEO Shri Amitabh
Kant, UN Resident Coordinator Mr. Yuri
Afanasiev and MoSPI Secretary & CSI Shri
Pravin Srivastava.
NITI Aayog has the twin mandate to
oversee the implementation of SDGs in
the country, and also promote
Competitive and Cooperative Federalism
among States and UTs. The SDG India
Index acts as a bridge between these
mandates, aligning the SDGs with the
Prime Minister’s clarion call of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, which embodies the
five Ps of the global SDG movement –
people, planet, prosperity, partnership
and peace.
The world is now into the third year of the
SDG era. The SDGs are ambitious global
development goals that address key
aspects of universal wellbeing across
different
socio-economic,
cultural,
geographical divisions and integrate the
economic, social and environmental
dimensions of development.
India’s National Development Agenda is
mirrored in the SDGs. India’s progress in
SDGs is crucial for the world as the
country is home to about 17% of the
world population.

The SDG India Index tracks progress of all
States and UTs on 62 Priority Indicators
selected by NITI Aayog, which in turn is
guided by MoSPI’s National Indicator
Framework comprising 306 indicators and
based on multiple-round consultations
with Union Ministries/Departments and
States/UTs. The Index spans 13 out of 17
SDGs. Progress on SDGs 12, 13 & 14 could
not be measured as relevant State/UT
level data were not available and SDG 17
was left out as it focuses on international
partnerships. A composite score was
computed between the range of 0-100 for
each State and UT based on their
aggregate performance across 13 SDGs,
which indicates average performance of
State/UT towards achieving 13 SDGs &
their respective targets.

NITI Aayog
rankings

releases

second

delta

Niti Ayog has released the second Delta
Ranking of the Aspirational Districts
Programme.
Virudhunagar (Tamil Nadu), Naupada
(Odisha) and Sidharthnagar (Uttar
Pradesh) have emerged as the top three
districts in the ranking of aspirational
districts by Niti Aayog.
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Pakur (Jharkhand), Hailakandi (Assam) and
Chatra (Jharkhand) are three least
improved aspirational districts, according
to the second delta ranking released by
the Aayog
The delta rankings measures the
incremental progress made by 111
aspirational districts between June 1,
2018, and October 31, 2018, across six
developmental areas.
The development areas include health and
nutrition, education, agriculture and
water resources, financial inclusion, skill
development, and basic infrastructure.
According to the ranking, the districts
which have shown great initiative and
displayed a qualitative jump in their
scores between June and October 2018
are Siddharthnagar (Uttar Pradesh),
Kupwara (Jammu and Kashmir) and Jamui
(Bihar).
The aspirational district programme was
launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on January 5, 2018.
Of 115 aspirational districts, only 111
participated in the survey. Three
aspirational districts from West Bengal did
not participate, while one district of
Kerala could not take part because of
floods.
It aims to rapidly transform districts that
have shown relatively lesser progress in
key social areas and have emerged as
pockets of under-development, thereby
posing a challenge to ensure balanced
regional development.

The first delta ranking for aspirational
districts was released in June 2018

It ranked aspirational districts on
improved performance across five
developmental areas of Health and
Nutrition, Education, Agriculture and
Water Resources, Financial Inclusion and
Skill
Development,
and
Basic
Infrastructure, over the months of April
and May 2018.
Most improved top three aspirational
districts in education are Virudhunagar
(Tamil Nadu), Nuapada (Odisha) and
Gumla (Jharkhand) while least improved
three districts are Pakur (Jharkhand),
Yadgir(Karnataka)
and
Malkangiri
(Odisha). Most improved top three
districts in health and nutrition are
Chitrakoot (Uttar Pradesh), Barwani
(Madhya Pradesh) and Vidisha (Madhya
Pradesh), while the least improved three
districts are Chatra (Jharkhand), Pakur
(Jharkhand) and Hazaribagh (Jharkhand).
Also, most improved top three districts in
agriculture and water resources are
Sitamarhi (Bihar), Gajapati (Odisha) and
Dhalal (Tripura) while the least improved
three districts are Giridih (Jharkhand),
Hailakandi (Assam) and Begusarai (Bihar).
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Odisha seeks GI Tag of Kandhamal
turmeric

is sustainable in adverse
conditions, Mr. Kar said.

climatic

Patents granted by India increases by 50
percent

The Odisha government has applied for a
GI tag on Kandhamal haladi (turmeric
variety).
According to an official relealse,
Kandhamal haladi known as the golden
yellow spice, named after the district
where it is produced, has been cultivated
since time immemorial and is known for
its medicinal value.
The Central Tool Room & Training Centre
(CTTC), under the MSME Ministry, filed
the application on Thursday with
supporting documents and test reports to
justify its claim. It was accepted after due
scrutiny by the GI Registrar authorities in
Chennai, Sachi Kanta Kar, the head of
IPFC-CTTC, said.
A GI is a sign used on products that have a
specific geographical origin and possess
qualities or a reputation that are due to
that origin. A team of experts, scientists
and members of Kandhamal Apex Spices
Association for Marketing (KASAM) have
carried out research work for over two
years on the origin and properties of the
turmeric variety with technical guidance
from the CTTC and the district
administration. More than 60,000 families
(nearly 50% of Kandhamal population) are
engaged in growing the variety. The crop

The patents granted by India improved
from 8,248 in 2016 to 12,387 in 2017, thus
retaining up pattern of good increase.
In accordance to Entire world Mental
Assets Indicators 2018 report introduced
by United Nation’s World Mental Property
Organisation (WIPO), amount of patents
granted by India shot up by 50% in 2017.
Patents granted in 2017 in India had been
extra than double 6,022 patents granted
in 2015. Of the patents granted in 2017,
1,712 went to entities and people today
dependent in India, and 10,675 to
foreigners. The steep boost in variety was
pushed by patents granted to foreigners,
which accounted for 85% of total raise.
The quantity of patents presented to
domestic entities also has revealed
increasing pattern.
In 2016, 1,115 went to domestic people or
entities and 7,133 to foreigners and in
2015, 822 were being granted to
candidates in India and 5,200 to
foreigners. Globally, 1.4 million patents
were granted in 2017. China led earth
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with 4,20,144 granted patents and was
followed by US with 3,18,829.

of work on the project was done by
Vajpayee on April 21, 2002.

World Mental House Organisation (WIPO)
is known as the world-wide system for
marketing and security of intellectual
house legal rights (IPR). It is one of the 15
specialised businesses of United Nations
(UN). It was founded in 1967 and is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. Its
mandate is to stimulate creative action, to
market the protection of intellectual
house in the course of the globe.

Bogibeel is a double-decker bridge, the
fourth across the Brahmaputra, has two
railway lines on the lower deck and a
three-lane road on the upper, strong
enough to withstand movement of heavy
military tanks. It have a serviceable period
of around 120 years, is India’s only fully
welded bridge for which European
welding standards were adhered to for
the first time in the country.

PM inaugurates longest rail cum road
bridge in Assam

PM inaugurates Rice Research Institute

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
inaugurated the country’s longest railcum-road bridge in Bogibeel over the
Brahmaputra river in Assam.
The inauguration of the bridge coincided
with the birth anniversary of former PM
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, under whose
government the work for the bridge
started in 2002. Addressing a public
gathering in Assam’s Dhemaji district, The
Bogibeel project was a part of the 1985
Assam Accord and was sanctioned in
1997-98. The foundation stone was laid by
then prime minister HD Deve Gouda on
January 22, 1997, but the commencement

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
inaugurated the IRRI South Asia Regional
Centre (IRRI SARC) in Varanasi. This new
Centre is expected to improve crop
production, seed quality and the
nutritional value of rice.
It will also work with national partners to
enhance farmers’ knowledge and income
and deliver advanced research, teaching
and services in the connection. With an
aim to double farmers’ income, the Prime
Minister dedicated the country the 6th
IRRI SARC campus here which will serve as
a hub for rice research and training in
South Asia and SAARC region. Not only
that, the education and training arm of
IRRI SARC, IRRI Education, will also teach
www.civilserviceindia.com
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scientists and agriculture leaders about
the latest technologies and innovations
for sustainable farming; and laboratories
for digital crop monitoring and
assessment, and demonstration fields
where variety testing is conducted. The
major aim of IRRI is to improve livelihood
and nutrition, abolishing poverty, hunger,
and malnutrition among those countries
which depend on rice-based agri-food
systems.

2004 and assured to provide better
facilities to the people in Andamans.
“Along with the security of people at Car
Nicobar, the government is making efforts
to ensure employment for youth,
education for children, medical care for
the aged and facilities for the farmers,”
Modi said. Modi also paid homage to the
2014 Tsunami victims at the Tsunami
Memorial in Car Nicobar and visited
Cellular Jail in Port Blair.

PM renames three islands in Andaman
and Nicobar

Punjab passes resolution to offer 33 per
cent reservation for women

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
renamed three islands in Andaman &
Nicobar. The three islands — Ross Island,
Neil Island and Havelock Island — will now
be called Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
Island, Shaheed Dweep and Swaraj
Dweep, respectively, said Modi at a public
function in Port Blair. He also hoisted a
150-feet-high national flag at Port Blair to
mark the 75th anniversary of freedom
fighter
Subhash
Chandra
Bose’s
declaration of the formation of the Azad
Hind government in 1943.

The
Punjab
Legislative
Assembly
unanimously passed a resolution urging
the Centre to enact Women's Reservation
Bill to provide 33 per cent reservation for
women in both Parliament and State
Legislative Assemblies by voice vote on
Friday after the resolution was moved by
Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh.

Earlier in the day, PM Modi addressed the
public in Car Nicobar and congratulated
them for overcoming the impact of the
tsunami which had struck the island in

While moving the resolution during the
winter session of Punjab Vidhan Sabha,
Singh pointed to the previous Congress
government's decision to reserve 50 per
cent seats for women in Urban Local
Bodies and Panchayat Raj Institutions and
urged the Centre to hasten the enactment
of this bill.
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"The Bill would ensure greater equity and
balanced representation for both men and
women in the national electoral process
and decision making. This would fulfill a
legitimate and long pending demand of
women to ensure their empowerment,"
he said.

(Including halt stations) and in 58,276
passenger coaches of trains has been
sanctioned at the cost of Rs 3,771 Crore.
These include provision of CCTV cameras
at 983 stations costing approximately Rs
500 Crore being funded through Nirbhaya
Fund.

Underlining the fact that then Congress
president Sonia Gandhi had initiated the
process towards ensuring substantial
women representation in Parliament and
the Vidhan Sabhas, Singh said the
Congress government had ensured
passage of the earlier Bill in the Upper
House but it had lapsed in the Lok Sabha
due to the indifferent attitude of the
opposition.

Policing on Railways being a State subject,
prevention of crime, registration of cases,
their investigation and maintenance of
law and order in Railway premises as well
as on running trains and security of
railway tracks and bridges are the
statutory responsibility of the State
Governments, which they discharge
through Government Railway Police (GRP)
/ District Police. However, Railway
Protection Force (RPF) supplements the
efforts of GRP in providing better
protection and security of passenger area
and passengers and for matters
connected therewith.

Once passed, the Bill would ensure
reservation of 181 seats out of the total
543 Lok Sabha seats, besides earmarking
1370 assembly seats out of the total 4109
assembly seats across the nation.

Railways plans to cover rail network
under CCTV surveillance

Regular analysis is done to identify the
spots, sections, stations and trains prone
to crime viz. dacoity, robbery etc. and
accordingly
security
arrangements
including staff deployment, patrolling etc.
are made for the safety and security of
passengers and their belongings in close
coordination with GRP/District Police.
This information was given by the Minister
of State of Railways, Shri Rajen Gohain in
a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha.

Ministry of Railways has planned to
provide CCTV based surveillance System
at Stations and in passenger carrying
trains to enhance safety and security of
the passengers. The project of installing
CCTV cameras at 8,244 Railway Stations
www.civilserviceindia.com
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SC approves witness protection scheme

The Supreme Court has granted its nod to
a central scheme that seeks to safeguard
witnesses and their family members from
any threats against their lives and
reputation and asked the government and
all states to implement it in letter and
spirit.
The top court said Witness Protection
Scheme, 2018, shall be the 'law' under
Article 141 and 142 of the Constitution, till
the enactment of suitable parliamentary
or state legislations on the subject.
The important features of the Witness
Protection
Scheme,
2018
include
identifying
categories
of
threat
perceptions, preparation of a 'Threat
Analysis Report' by the head of the police,
protective measures like ensuring that the
witness and accused do not come face to
face during probe, protection of identity,
change of identity, relocation of witness,
witnesses to be apprised of the scheme,
confidentiality and preservation of
records, recovery of expenses etc.

It said that the central government should
also support this endeavour of the
states/union territories by helping them
financially and otherwise.
"This court has given its imprimatur to the
scheme prepared by respondent No.1
(Centre) which is approved hereby. It
comes into effect forthwith. The Union of
India as well as States and Union
Territories shall enforce the Witness
Protection Scheme, 2018 in letter and
spirit," the bench said.
It said that there is a paramount need to
have witness protection regime, in a
statutory form, which all the stakeholders
and all the players in the criminal justice
system concede but at the same time
there is no such law.
The court noted that one of the main
reasons for witnesses to turn hostile is
that they are not accorded appropriate
protection by the State. "It is a harsh
reality, particularly, in those cases where
the accused persons/ criminals are tried
for heinous offences, or where the
accused persons are influential persons or
in a dominating position that they make
attempts to terrorize or intimidate the
witnesses because of which these
witnesses either avoid coming to courts or
refrain from deposing truthfully," the
court said.

A bench of justices AK Sikri and SA Abdul
Nazeer directed that in all the districts
courts of the country, vulnerable witness
deposition complexes shall be set up by
the all the states and union territories by
the end of 2019.
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SC bars media from revealing identities
of victims of rape and sexual assault

Aiming to ensure protection to the victims
of rape and sexual assault, the Supreme
Court has directed the print and electronic
media not to reveal the identity of victims
of rape and sexual assault even in a
remote manner.
The SC bench comprising Justices Madan
B Lokur and Deepak Gupta stated that it
was not necessary to disclose the identity
of victims of rape and sexual assault to
"arouse public opinion and sentiment" as
these issues need to be dealt with
sensitively.
In its judgement, the SC bench said that
the name and identity of victims of rape
and sexual assault, including those who
had died, cannot be disclosed "even in a
remote manner". The court said that it
was "unfortunate" that such victims were
being treated as "untouchable" by the
society. The bench gave the ruling while
refusing to agree with an argument that in
certain matters, the victim's name should
be allowed to be disclosed as her name
and face could become a "rallying point"
to prevent other such sexual offences. It
was argued before the court that when
the victim’s name is disclosed, the victim
becomes a symbol of protest or is treated
as an iconic figure.

However, the bench stated that it is not at
all necessary to disclose the identity of the
victim to arouse public opinion and
sentiment. The bench said that it is a
serious issue dealing with victims of
heinous sexual offences and it needs to be
dealt with sensitivity. The bench while
referring to the infamous December 16,
2012 gangrape and murder case in Delhi,
said: "All of us are fully aware that
without disclosing her true identity
'Nirbhaya' became the most effective
symbol of protest the country has ever
known. Hence, it said that if a campaign
has to be started to protect the rights of
the victim and mobilise public opinion it
can be done so without disclosing the
victim’s true identity. The court also said
that the police should ensure that the
correspondence or memos exchanged or
issued, where the name of the victim is
disclosed, are kept in a sealed cover and
are not disclosed to the public at large.
The bench said that the names should not
be disclosed to the media and they shall
also not be furnished to any person under
the Right to Information Act, 2015.

Train 18 becomes the fastest train in
India

India's first locomotive-less less train,
known as Train 18, breached the 180
www.civilserviceindia.com
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kmph speed limit during a test run
recently.
When this Rs 100-crore indigenously
designed train is made operational, it will
become the country's fastest train.
"Train 18 breached the 180 kmph speed
limit in the Kota-Sawai Madhopur section.
The major trials are now over, with just
some more remaining. Based on the
reports, fine tuning would be done if
needed. As of now no major technical
problem has cropped up," S Mani, General
Manager of Integral Coach Factory (ICF)
that has manufactured the train, said.
"We expect Train 18 to commence its
commercial run from January 2019.
Normally the trials take three months. But
now it is happening faster than expected,"
Mani added.
If all things go well, Train 18 will replace
the current Shatabdi Express - a day train.
Train 18 is capable of touching 200 kmph
provided the rest of Indian Railways'
system such as tracks and signals permit,
officials said. The ICF will roll out one
more Train 18 this fiscal and four by the
next fiscal.
On October 29, the high-tech, energyefficient, self-propelled (engine-less) train
was flagged off here by Railway Board
Chairman Ashwani Lohani. With 16
coaches, the train will have the same
passenger carrying capacity as that of the
Shatabdi Express. It has aerodynamically
designed driver cabins at both ends for
quicker turn-around at destinations.

The train sports an advanced regenerative
braking system which saves power. The
fully air-conditioned train offers better
passenger comfort and safety, as all
equipment are fixed under the carriage,
so that more space is available on board,
officials said.

UGC
releases
appointment of
Universities

regulations
for
Ph.D. holders in

The University Grants Commission (UGC)
has notified UGC (Minimum Qualifications
for Appointment of Teachers and other
Academic Staff in Universities and
Colleges and other Measures for the
Maintenance of Standards in Higher
Education) Regulations, 2018, in the
Gazette of India on 18.07.2018.
As per these regulations, Ph.D. Degree
shall be a mandatory qualification for
direct recruitment to the post of Assistant
Professor in Universities with effect from
01.07.2021. Also, these regulations
provide that a person with Ph.D. degree
from a foreign university/ institution with
a ranking among top 500 in the World
University Ranking (at any time) by any
one of the following: (i) Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS) (ii) the Times Higher
Education (THE) or (iii) the Academic
Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) of
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the Shanghai Jiao Tong University
(Shanghai) is eligible for direct
recruitment as Assistant Professor in
universities and colleges. The said
Regulations is intended to attract and
retain the best quality teachers and to
encourage research in Universities and
Colleges. The aforesaid regulations are
available on UGC website.

for cheaper fund raising with increase in
bargaining power for the combined entity.
Both REC and PFC are Central Public
Sector Enterprises under the Ministry of
Power.

Governing council to boost exports to be
created

Indian Economy
Rural Electrification Corporation goes for
strategic sale
Aiming to ensure efficient delivery of all
export-related interventions as part of its
action plan to boost shipments from
micro, small and medium enterprises,
MSME Ministry for setting up governing
council to boost exports
The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has given its ‘In
Principle’approval for strategic sale of the
Government of India’s existing 52.63% of
total paid up equity shareholding in Rural
Electrification Corporation (REC) to Power
Finance Corporation (PFC) along with
transfer of management control.
The acquisition intends to achieve
integration across the Power Chain, obtain
better synergies, create economies of
scale and have enhanced capability to
support energy access and energy
efficiency by improved capability to
finance power sector. It may also allow

The ministry has recommended a detailed
analysis of various trade agreements,
including FTAs and bilateral and
multilateral trade agreements, to identify
areas of concern for MSMEs in the
strategic action plan titled 'Unlocking the
Potential of MSME Exports'. It said a study
will be conducted of special economic
zones and export promotion zones in the
country to reassess their role and
objectives as these are an essential
constituent of Foreign Trade Policy and it
is important to harness their potential.
Moreover, a tech-enabled online portal
shall be developed featuring country-wise
list of global products and services in
demand and information on how to enter
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specific foreign markets. It will also have
details on loans and credit offered by
various financial institutions. A formal
platform may also be created by the
ministry to ensure that it is involved in all
bilateral
and
multilateral
trade
negotiations which have an impact on the
enterprises. The governing council shall be
chaired by Secretary, MSME and cochaired by Development Commissioner in
MSME Ministry. It shall comprise senior
officials and members from MSME
Ministry, Commerce Ministry, MSME
Export Promotion Councils, Export
Development Authorities, Commodity
Boards, etc., the MSME Ministry said. As
part of the action plan, National Resource
Centre for MSME Exporters will engage
with various international agencies
including UN organisations to promote
procurement from Indian MSMEs and
further enhance their capabilities.A guide
or handbook shall also be developed to
help the export community to understand
the processes involved in export business,
access the potential markets etc. The
guide shall consists of practical
information which will be useful for
exporters.

Govt puts curbs on gold dore imports

Govt puts curbs on gold dore imports,
places it under restricted category.

"Import policy of gold dore is restricted,"
the directorate general of foreign trade
(DGFT) said in a notification. This means,
now, an importer needs a license to
import this commodity. Gold dore is a
semi-pure alloy which is refined for
further purification. Refined gold bars are
manufactured from gold dore bar. India,
the world's second-biggest gold consumer
after China, imports about 900 tonnes of
gold a year. In value terms, gold imports
fell by about 43 per cent to $1.68 billion in
October. The imports mainly take care of
demand of the jewellery industry.

GST council slashes rate for 33 items

GST Council has slashed tax rates on 23
goods and services.
Aiming to push demand and boost the
economy, the council reduced tax rates on
goods and services including movie
tickets, TV and monitor screens and
power banks, and exempted frozen and
preserved vegetables from the levy.
The reduced rates are likely to come into
effect from January 1, 2019, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley told reporters after
the 31st meeting of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council. Those under
slashed under 18 per cent include, pulley,
transmission shafts, cranks, gear boxes,
Monitors, TVs (upto 32 inches), Power
www.civilserviceindia.com
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banks (lithium ion). Items under 5 per cent
include accessories for disabled persons.
While addressing the media, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley said the GST Council
approved the proposal to form a 7member Group of Minister (GoM) to
study revenue trends and analyse the
reasons for structural patterns affecting
the revenue collection in some of the
states.
"The study would include the underlying
reasons for deviation from the revenue
collection targets vis a vis original
assumptions discussed during the design
of GST system, its implementation and
related structural issues," he added.
According to a government release, the
GoM will be assisted by a committee of
experts from the central government,
state governments and the National
Institute of Public Finance and Planning
(NIPFP). "The GoM, in turn, would give its
recommendation to the GST Council. The
members of the GoM and the Committee
of experts would be announced in due
course of time," it added.

RBI introduces Ombudsman Scheme for
Digital Transactions

The Reserve Bank will introduce an
'ombudsman scheme' to provide cost-free

mechanism to redress grievances of
customers related to digital transactions.
With the digital mode for financial
transactions gaining traction in the
country, there is an emerging need for a
dedicated, cost-free and expeditious
grievance redressal mechanism for
strengthening consumer confidence in
this channel.
"It has therefore been decided to
implement an 'Ombudsman Scheme for
Digital Transactions' covering services
provided by entities falling under Reserve
Bank's regulatory jurisdiction," the RBI
said Wednesday.
The scheme will be notified by the end of
January next year.
The RBI has also decided to come out with
a framework for limiting customer liability
in respect of unauthorised electronic
payment transactions involving prepaid
payment instruments (PPI).
It has already issued instructions on
limiting customer liability in respect of
unauthorised electronic transactions
involving banks and credit card issuing
non-banking financial companies (NBFCs).
"As a measure of consumer protection, it
has been decided to bring all customers
up to the same level with regard to
electronic transactions made by them and
extend the benefit of limiting customer
liability for unauthorised electronic
transactions involving PPIs issued by other
entities not covered by the extant
guidelines...," it said.
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The guidelines, it added, will be issued by
the end of December 2018.

the sector, including providing additional
liquidity to banks and credit enhancement
for refinancing needs.

RBI relaxes loan rules for NBFCs
RBI releases FSR Report

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had
relaxed rules for non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs) to sell or securitise
their loan books, in a bid to ease
persistent stress in the sector.
NBFCs can now securitise loans of more
than five-year maturity after holding
those for six months on their books, the
Reserve Bank of India said.
Earlier, they had to hold these assets for
at least one year, a banker said.
However, the relaxation on the minimum
holding period will be allowed when the
NBFC retains 20 per cent of the book
value of these loans, the RBI said.
India's NBFCs, loosely known as shadow
banks, are facing stress on their balance
sheets after a debt crisis hit a large
infrastructure funding company in
September, triggering panic amongst
investors and a cash crunch in the sector.
Following the massive volatility in the
financial markets, the RBI and the
government have taken steps to ringfence
the crisis and support financing needs of

The Reserve Bank of India has released
the eighteenth issue of the Financial
Stability Report (FSR). The FSR reflects the
collective assessment of the SubCommittee of the Financial Stability and
Development Council (FSDC) on risks to
financial stability, as also the resilience of
the financial system. The Report also
discusses issues relating to development
and regulation of the financial sector.
According to the report, India’s financial
system remains stable, and the banking
sector shows signs of improvement, even
though the global economic environment
and the emerging trends in financial
sector pose challenges. The global growth
outlook for 2018 and 2019 remains steady
although the underlying downside risks
have risen. Spill-over risk to emerging
economies engendered by tightening of
financial
conditions
in
Advanced
Economies, protectionist trade policies
and global geopolitical tension has
significantly increased. The gradual
monetary
policy
normalisation
in
advanced economies (AEs) as also the
uncertainty in global trade regime may
adversely affect capital flows to emerging
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markets (EMs) and exert upward pressure
on EM interest rates and corporate
spreads. On the domestic front, growth of
gross domestic product (GDP) showed
slight moderation in Q2:2018-19 while
inflation remains contained. In domestic
financial markets, structural shifts in
credit intermediation and the evolving
interconnectivity between banks and the
non-banks call for greater vigilance.

Capital First and IDFC Bank merged to
create IDFC First Bank

Earlier in the day, the boards of IDFC Bank
and Capital First met to take note of all
requisite approvals and the order from
National Company Law Tribunal; and
approved the scheme of amalgamation.
The board of IDFC Bank also approved the
appointment of Rajiv Lall, Founder MD &
CEO of IDFC Bank, as part-time nonexecutive chairman of IDFC First Bank,
subject to approval from the RBI. The
reconstituted board of the merged entity
now stands expanded with the induction
of five new directors. On a combined
basis, IDFC First Bank has on-book loan
assets of Rs 1,02,683 crore. The retail loan
book will now contribute 32.46 per cent
to the overall loan book.

Defence News
IDFC Bank and Capital First
announced the completion of
merger to create IDFC First Bank.

have
their

The merge will create a combined loan
asset book of Rs 1.03 lakh crore for the
merged entity IDFC First Bank. In a joint
statement, 'IDFC Bank and Capital First
merged effective 18th December 2018.
The merged entity to be called IDFC First
Bank, subject to shareholders' approval.
Following the merger, the board of IDFC
Bank approved the appointment of V
Vaidyanathan, founder and chairman of
Capital First Ltd, as Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of the merged
entity.
His
appointment
awaits
shareholders' approval.

Govt launches Indian Navy Information
Fusion Centre

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
inaugurated the Indian Navy's Information
Fusion Centre (IFC) that aims to
collaborate with partner countries and
multinational agencies to develop
maritime
awareness
and
share
information, especially on commercial
cargo vessels.
Speaking at the inauguration, Sitharaman
said the objective of having an IFC- Indian
www.civilserviceindia.com
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Ocean Region is more for partners to work
towards keeping the global commons
safe. The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is
vital to world trade and economic
prosperity of many countries as more
than 75 per cent of the world's maritime
trade and 50 per cent of global oil
consumption passes through it. Navy
Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba, who was also
present at the event, said India aims to
work closely with the multinational
constructs and other Information Fusion
Centres through this new centre.
Additionally, the IFC-Indian Ocean Region
would work towards capability-building in
the region, coordination of incident
response and disaster relief, and in time,
also share submarine safety information,
he said. A worrying trend, Lanba pointed
out, has been the proliferation of violent
non-state actors and networks at sea
which harbours numerous challenges and
demands a recalibrated outlook to
collective maritime security.

surface missile was flight tested from
launch complex-4 of the Integrated Test
Range (ITR) at Dr Abdul Kalam Island,
earlier known as Wheeler Island, at about
8.35 am.

India test fires Agni IV missile

The indigenously developed sophisticated
Agni-IV having 4,000 km strike range is a
two-stage missile. It is 20 meter long with
a weight of 17 tonnes. The state-of-the-art
missile is equipped with modern and
compact avionics to provide high level of
reliability and precision. Agni-IV missile is
equipped with advanced Avionics, 5th
generation On Board Computer and
distributed architecture. It has the latest
features to correct and guide itself for in flight disturbances. The accurate Ring
Laser Gyro-based Inertial Navigation
System (RINS), supported by highly
reliable redundant Micro Navigation

India has successfully test-fired its
nuclear-capable
long-range
ballistic
missile Agni-IV, with a strike range of
4,000 km.
The test was conducted as part of a user
trial by the Army. The strategic surface-to-

Describing the trial as a "complete
success", army sources said all mission
objectives were met during the test-fire.
All radars, tracking systems and range
stations tracked and monitored the flight
performance of the missile, which was
launched with support of a mobile
launcher.
Radars and electro-optical systems had
been positioned along the coast of Odisha
for tracking and monitoring all parameters
of the missile, the sources said, adding
two naval ships were anchored near the
target area to witness the final event.
This was the 7th trial of Agni-IV missile.
The last trial conducted by the strategic
force command (SFC) of the Indian Army
from the same base on January 2, 2018
was successful.
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System (MINGS), ensures the vehicle
reaches the target with accuracy.
The re-entry heat shield can withstand
temperatures in the range of 4000
degrees centigrade and makes sure
avionics function normally with inside
temperature remaining less than 50
degrees centigrade. Ballistic missiles like
Agni-I, II and III and Prithvi have been
included in the arsenal of the armed
forces, giving India an effective deterrence
capability.

India test fires nuclear-capable ballistic
missile Agni-5

(ITR) at Dr Abdul Kalam Island in the Bay
of Bengal on Monday afternoon," said a
defence source.
"It was a user associated trial and
strategic force command with DRDO
scientist conducted it," they said. The
missile has been designed to hit the
designated target point accurately, guided
by the on-board computer with the
support of a Ring Laser Gyro-based
Inertial Navigation System, the Micro
Inertial Navigation System, fully-digital
control system and advanced compact
avionics, as per DRDO officials. The first
two flights of Agni-5 in 2012 and 2013
were in open configuration.

Indian Navy commissions INHS Sandhani
in Mumbai

India has successfully test-fired nuclearcapable ballistic missile Agni-5, which has
a strike range of 5,000 km, from Dr Abdul
Kalam Island off the Odisha coast.
According to reports, this is the seventh
trial of the indigenously-developed
surface-to-surface missile. Agni-V is a
three stage missile, 17 metres tall, two
metres wide and capable of carrying 1.5
tonne of nuclear warheads. Unlike other
missiles of the series, Agni-5 is the mostadvanced in terms of navigation and
guidance, warhead and engine, according
to officials. "The missile was launched
with the help of a mobile launcher from
launch pad-4 of the Integrated Test Range

The Indian Navy Monday commissioned
INHS Sandhani, its tenth Naval hospital, at
the Naval station Karanja in Uran near
Mumbai.
According to an official release, Preeti
Luthra, President of NWWA (Navy Wives
Welfare Association), Western Region,
unveiled the commissioning plaque of the
hospital. The Commissioning Warrant was
read by the first Commanding Officer of
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the hospital Surgeon Captain HBS
Chaudhry. With the steady expansion of
Naval Station Karanja, over the last few
decades, a need for a dedicated multispeciality hospital was felt, in order to
provide quality healthcare to more than
8,000 naval personnel and their
dependents, who reside here.
The release also said, 'The commissioning
of this 30-bedded hospital, with a team of
specialists in the fields of medicine,
surgery,
gynaecology,
paediatrics,
anaesthesia and dental sciences, will not
only improve the quality and speed of
healthcare delivery, but also obviate the
need for patients, including those with
critical ailments and emergency cases, to
travel by sea to Mumbai'.

Indian Navy inducts Deep Sea Submarine
Rescue System

Indian Navy's first flyaway Deep Sea
Submarine Rescue System was formally
inducted at the Naval Dockyard, Mumbai.
Vice Admiral Girish Luthra, Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval
Command, former CNS/Cs-in-C as well as
the senior management of the Original
Equipment Manufacturer, M/s James
Fisher and Sons Pvt. Ltd, UK were present
during the induction ceremony. Aquisition

of this capability is a significant and
pioneering jump in the Indian Navy's
capability in deep submarine rescue.
The Indian Navy currently operates
submarines
of
the
Sindhughosh,
Shishumar, Kalvari Classes as well as
nuclear powered submarines. The
operating medium and the nature of
operations undertaken by submarines
expose them to high degree of inherent
risk. In such an eventuality, traditional
methods of search and rescue at sea are
ineffective for a disabled submarine. To
overcome this capability gap the Navy has
acquired a third generation, advanced
Submarine Rescue System considering of
a Non-tethered Deep Submergence
Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) and its associated
equipment.
The Indian Navy now joins a select league
of Nations worldwide with the sovereign
capability, in fly away configuration, to
search, locate and rescue crew from a
disabled Submarine. The Deep Sea rescue
system would have a global footprint and
can be mobilised from the Naval base at
Mumbai to the nearest mobilisation port
by air/land or sea to provide rapid rescue
to the Submarines in distress. The newly
acquired capability would be operated
and deployed by the crew of Indian Navy's
newly formed Submarine Rescue Unit
(West) from its base in Mumbai.
The Indian Navy's Deep Sea Submarine
Rescue System considered to be the most
advanced system currently in operation
globally, is capable of undertaking rescue
from a disabled Submarine upto 650 m
depth. The DSRV, which is operated by a
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crew of three, can rescue 14 personnel
from a disabled Submarine at one time
and can operate in extreme sea conditions
(upto Sea State 6).

Environment News
Government Launches
Conservation Project

Asiatic

Lion

Aiming to protect and conserve the
world’s last ranging free population of
Asiatic Lion and its associated ecosystem,
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Government of India has
launched the Asiatic Lion Conservation
Project.
At a review meeting of the wildlife, an
official said that the Asiatic Lion
Conservation Project” will strengthen the
ongoing measures for conservation and
recovery of Asiatic Lion with the help of
state-of-the –art techniques/ instruments,
regular scientific research studies, disease
management,
Modern
surveillance/
patrolling techniques. The Union minister
further stated that the total budget of the
project for 3 years that amounts to nearly
Rs. 9784 lakh will be funded from the

Centrally
Sponsored
SchemeDevelopment of Wildlife Habitat (CSSDWH) with the contributing ratio being
60:40 of Central and State share.
Asiatic lions that once ranged from Persia
(Iran) to Palamau in Eastern India were
almost
driven
to
extinction
by
indiscriminate hunting and habitat loss. A
single population of less than 50 lions
persisted in the Gir forests of Gujarat by
late 1890's. With timely and stringent
protection offered by the State
Government and the Center Government,
Asiatic lions have increased to the current
population of over 500 numbers. The last
census in the year 2015 showed the
population of 523 Asiatic Lions in Gir
Protected Area Network of 1648.79 sq.
km. that includes Gir National Park, Gir
Sanctuary, Pania Sanctuary, Mitiyala
Sanctuary adjoining reserved forests,
Protected Forests, and Unclassed Forests.
The conservation of Asiatic Lions has
always been a priority of Government of
India. The Ministry in the past has
supported Asiatic Lion in Gujarat by
including it in list of 21 critically
endangered
species
for
recovery
programme and financial assistance under
the species recovery component of CSSDWH. The project activities is envisaged in
a manner to cause habitat improvement,
scientific interventions, disease control
and veterinary care supplemented with
adequate eco development works for the
fringe population in order to ensure a
stable and viable Lion population in the
Country.
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India & Neighbour
Govt extends ban on import of milk
products from China for 4 months

India does not import milk and its
products from China, it has imposed the
ban as a preventive measure. India is the
world's largest producer and consumer of
milk.

India to export fish meal and fish oil to
China

After the suspicion of melamine in some
milk consignments from China, the Indian
government has further extended the ban
on import of milk and its products,
including chocolates, from China for four
months till April 23 next year.
According to an official notification,
prohibition on import of milk, milk
products (including chocolates, chocolate
products, candies, confectionary food
preparations with milk or milk solids as an
ingredient) from China is extended for a
further period of four months, i.e. till April
23, 2019, or until further orders," the
DGFT said in a statement. The ban was
first imposed in September 2008 and later
extended from time to time. The last ban
extension ended.
The Directorate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) is an arm of the commerce
ministry which deals with the norms
related to exports and imports of the
country. The ban was imposed on
apprehensions of presence of melamine in
some milk consignments from China.
Melamine is a toxic chemical used for
making plastics and fertilizers. Though

India and China have agreed and signed
protocol regarding fish meal and fish oil.
According to an official statement, the
Vice Minister, General Administration of
Customs of China (GACC), Hu Wei, led a
six-member delegation to India to discuss
various issues of market access for
different productslikemilk and milk
products, agricultural products like soy
meal, fruits and vegetables, tobacco and
pharmaceutical products for which India
has been seeking market access from
China.
Departments of Animal
Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries,
Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers
Welfare and Health and Family Welfare
and associated agencies participated in
the meetingheld today in New Delhi. The
meeting was coordinated by the
Department of Commerce.
Both the Indian and Chinese sides
appreciated each other’s concerns and
agreed to resolve the market access issues
www.civilserviceindia.com
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expeditiously to achieve the vision of the
leaders of both the countries by
promoting a more balanced trade.
A protocol on Hygiene and Inspection
requirements for the export of Fish Meal
and Fish Oil from India to China was
signed today. The signing of Protocol
formalises the consensus reached by both
sides on hygiene and inspection
requirements of fish meal and fish oil to
be exported from India to China, and will
enable India to commence export of fish
meal and fish oil to China.
China imports fish oil to the tune of USD
143.29 million, and fish meal to the tune
of USD 263.43 million, and signing of the
protocol between the two countries paves
the way for export of Indian fish oil and
fish meal to China.
In the last 6 months this is the second
product to get clearance from China. A
few months ago, during the meeting of
two leaders in Wuhan, the protocol for
Indian rice export to China was signed
paving the way for export of Indian rice to
China.

India & World
India to host G20 Summit in 2022

India will host the G20 Summit In 2022,
when the country celebrates its 75th year
of
Independence,
Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi said that the ongoing
meet of the international grouping in
Argentina.
"In 2022 India completes 75 years since
Independence. In that special year, India
looks forward to welcoming the world to
the G-20 Summit! Come to India, the
world's fastest growing large economy!
Know India's rich history and diversity,
and experience the warm Indian
hospitality," PM Modi tweeted.
The G20 or Group of 20 started out in
1999 as a meeting of finance ministers
and central bank governors of the world's
major economies whose leaders first met
in 2008 to help rescue the global economy
from the worst financial crisis in seven
decades.
In a final statement from the two-day
gathering in Argentina's Buenos Aires,
that has proved to be a major test for the
G20, members called for reforms to the
crisis-stricken World Trade Organization
amid growing global trade tensions.
With a rise in nationalist sentiment in
many countries, the group, which
accounts for two-thirds of the global
population and 85 percent of the global
economy, faces doubts over its ability to
deal with trade tensions and other
geopolitical differences among its
members.

www.civilserviceindia.com

47

India, UAE signed deal on currency swap

Cooperation
tweeted.

in

Africa,”

Mr.

Kumar

Currency Swap is such a pact between two
countries that allows trading in their own
currency and payments to import and
export trade at pre-determined exchange
rate without bringing in a third benchmark
currency like the US dollars.
India and the UAE has signed two
agreements, including one on currency
swap.
Deal was signed after External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj held exhaustive
discussions with her counterpart Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan to step up
cooperation in areas like trade, security
and defence.
Ms. Swaraj, who arrived here on Monday
on a two-day visit, was received by the
Foreign Minister of the UAE ahead of the
UAE-India Joint Commission Meeting.
“Advancing the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership...EAM @SushmaSwaraj &
Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed Al Nahyan co-chaired 12th IndiaUAE #JCM. Held exhaustive discussions on
cooperation in energy, security, trade,
investments, space, defence & consular,
among others,” External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Raveesh Kumar tweeted.
This is the 12th session of the India-UAE
Joint Commission Meeting for Economic
and Technical Cooperation.
“Institutional mechanisms guiding the
multifaceted
cooperation...Two
documents signed during the visit of EAM
@SushmaSwaraj to #UAE : Agreement on
Currency Swap and MoU for Development

Japan withdraws from International
Whaling Commission (IWC)

Japan has withdrawn from the
International Whaling Commission (IWC)
and will resume commercial whaling from
July.
Making the annoucement, a Japanese
official said abandoning a decades-old
campaign to persuade the commission to
allow Japan to hunt whales commercially.
But the announcement drew criticism
from anti-whaling groups and others, with
Australia saying it was "extremely
disappointed" and New Zealand regretting
the resumption of the "outdated and
unnecessary" commercial killing of the
ocean mammals.
Japan's commercial whaling will be limited
to its own territorial waters and its
exclusive economic zone. From July 2019,
after the withdrawal comes into effect on
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June 30, Japan will conduct commercial
whaling within Japan’s territorial sea and
its exclusive economic zone, and will
cease the take of whales in the Antarctic
Ocean/the Southern Hemisphere. The
whaling will be conducted in accordance
with international law and within the
catch limits calculated in accordance with
the method adopted by the IWC to avoid
negative impact on cetacean resources.

Palestine to apply for UN Membership in
January 2019

Palestine is planning to initiate an
application to gain full state membership
at the United Nations" in January 2019.
According to an official annoucement, the
country would file the application to
upgrade Palestine's status from an
observer state to a full-member state to
the UN Security Council (UNSC) during his
upcoming visit to New York next month,
upon Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas' instructions.
To secure full state membership, the
Palestinians need support from at least
nine out of the UNSC's 15 member states.
An official of the country said, that it
would demand the UNSC implementation
of Resolution 2334 and ask the
International Criminal Court (ICC) to open
an official inquiry into Israeli settlement

construction.
According
to
UNSC
Resolution 2334, the UN Secretary
General should present the Security
Council with a progress report every three
months on Israeli settlement activities in
the occupied Palestinian territories.
Palestine has been recognized by the UN
as a non-member observer state since
2012.

Ukraine terminates friendship
Russia after two decades

with

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko
signed the legislation on ending the Treaty
on
Friendship,
Cooperation
and
Partnership between Ukraine and Russia,
the presidential press service said on
Monday.
The treaty, which has been in place for
about two decades, will be terminated on
April 1, 2019 amid rising tensions between
the two countries. The Ukrainian leader
said that the non-extension of the deal is
"a part of the Ukrainian strategy of
reorientation towards Europe. The bill
was approved by the Ukrainian parliament
on Thursday, supported by 277 votes, far
more than the 226 minimum required.
In September, Poroshenko signed a
decree to enforce a decision of the
National Security and Defence Council to
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terminate the friendship treaty with
Russia. Under the agreement, which was
signed in 1997 and took effect on April 1,
1999, Kiev and Moscow pledged to
respect each other's borders and to
peacefully settle disputes. The agreement
includes a clause that it automatically
extends each ten years if neither of the
parties takes actions to end it.
Relations between Kiev and Moscow,
which have been deteriorating since early
2014 over Crimea and eastern Ukraine,
escalated last month.

UN launches framework to combat
international terrorism

when it comes to tackling the scourge of
international terrorism.
Speaking at the first meeting of the
Compact's Coordination Committee here
Thursday, Guterres highlighted the need
to ensure full respect for international
human rights standards and rule of law in
countering terrorism.
"Policies that limit human rights only end
up alienating the very communities they
aim to protect and which normally have
every interest in fighting extremism," he
said, adding that as a result "such policies
can effectively drive people into the hands
of terrorists and undermine our efforts on
prevention."
Guterres said that despite recent
successes against the ISIS and its affiliates,
the threat posed by returning and
relocating fighters, as well as from
individuals inspired by them, remains high
and has a global reach.

Aiming to combact the scourge of
international terrorism and coordinate
efforts across the peace and security,
humanitarian,
human
rights
and
sustainable development sectors, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has
launched a new framework.

People & Places
Sheikh Hasina Wazed

Termed the UN Global Counter-Terrorism
Coordination Compact, the framework is
an agreement between the UN chief, 36
organizational entities, the International
Criminal Police Organisation (INTERPOL)
and the World Customs Organisation, to
better serve the needs of Member States

www.civilserviceindia.com

50

She is a Bangladeshi politician serving as
the 10th Prime Minister of Bangladesh,
having held the office since January 2009.
She is the longest serving prime minister
in the history of Bangladesh. She is the
daughter of Bangladesh's first President
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has secured her third
consecutive term with a landslide victory
in Bangladesh's national election.
According to reports, Hasina's party and
its allies won almost all of the 300
parliamentary seats contested, in its best
ever result. But the opposition alliance,
which won just seven seats, condemned
the vote as "farcical", marred by violence,
intimidation and vote rigging claims.
Election authorities said there could be no
re-run. Although the election commission
earlier said it had heard vote-rigging
allegations from "across the country" and
would investigate, the commissioner said
voting had been held in a peaceful
manner and hence there would be no new
vote. Bangladesh's parliament has 350
seats in total, 50 of which are reserved for
women and allotted proportional to the
overall vote. "We urge the election
commission to void this farcical result
immediately," opposition leader Kamal
Hossain. He further added, "We are
demanding that a fresh election is held
under a neutral government as early as
possible."

Vedangi Kulkarni

She is a 20-year-old from Pune woman,
who became the fastest Asian to cycle the
globe. Vedangi, who hails from a suburb
of Pune, cycled into Kolkata in the wee
hours of Sunday, completing the 29,000
km distance required to qualify as
bicycling across the globe. She will now be
taking the earliest flight to reach Perth
and cycle a 15km distance to reach the
same place from where she started her
journey. Vedangi said the 159 days spent
peddling up to 300 km a day in 14
countries has shown her the 'best and
worst' of both herself and also the world.
According to news reports, starting off
from Perth, she cycled across Australia,
through the outback, to reach Brisbane
from where she flew over to Wellington,
New Zealand, for doing the entire country
north to south. A short flight took her
across the international dateline to
Western Canada's Vancouver, from where
she continued her eastward journey till
Halifax, a port city. Europe beckoned next
and she chose chilly Iceland to start it all
up and later cycled through Portugal,
Spain
France,
Belgium,
Germany,
Denmark, Sweden, and Finland to enter
Russia.
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Bhupesh Baghel

He is the new Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh. Baghel, who was the state
unit Congress chief, will be sworn in as the
chief minister in a ceremony .The process
to pick the Chhattisgarh CM took longer
than the announcements in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan after the
Congress’s victories in the heartland
states because of divided opinion within
the state leadership of the party. Congress
president Rahul Gandhi had on Saturday
tweeted a picture of himself flanked by all
the four claimants to the post — Baghel,
TS Singh Deo, Tamradhwaj Sahu, Baghel
and Charan Das Mahant — hinting at the
end of tussle over who would be the next
CM of Chhattisgarh after holding
discussions with the leaders at his
residence in Delhi.

WV Raman

He is a former Indian cricketer who was
appointed Indian Women Team cricket

coach. According to an official source,
Raman will take over the role from
Ramesh Powar, who served on an interim
basis - a relatively successful phase which
ended with a semi-final loss against
England in the recently-concluded World
T20, followed by a to and fro of
allegations with Mithali Raj. Raman was
among one of the three candidates
shortlisted for the role by an ad-hoc panel
to select the coach. The panel comprised
Kapil Dev, Anshuman Gaekwad and
Shanta Rangaswamy, and alongside
Raman, the shortlist also included the
names of former India coach Gary Kirsten
and Venkatesh Prasad, which was sent to
the Committee of Administrators and the
BCCI.

Sunil Arora

Sunil Arora has assumed charge as the
23rd Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) of
India succeeding O P Rawat. Born on 13th
April, 1956, Shri Arora, a former Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) officer of
Rajasthan
cadre
1980
batch,
superannuated on 30th April, 2016 as
Secretary, Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, Government of India.
During the 36 years of his service, he held
various crucial positions in the State
Government of Rajasthan and in the
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Central Government. Prior to assuming
charge as Chief Election Commissioner,
Arora had been serving as Election
Commissioner in Election Commission of
India since 1st September 2017. During
this time, Election Commission has
conducted elections to the states of
Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Tripura,
Meghalaya, Nagaland & Karnataka
successfully. Similarly, elections to five
poll going states, namely, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan &
Telangana are in various stages of
completion and the counting of the same
is on 11th December, 2018. During his
tenure as CEC, there will be General
Election to the 17th Lok Sabha, General
Elections besides the elections to State
Legislative Assemblies of Sikkim, Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Orissa,
Maharashtra, Haryana, Jharkhand, NCT of
Delhi, Bihar and Jammu & Kashmir.

Gautam Gambhir

He is a 37-year-old Indian Cricketer,
represented India in 58 Tests, 147 ODIs
and 37 T20Is. He in a video message on his
social media pages, said the Ranji Trophy
game against Andhra Pradesh starting
Thursday will be his last competitive
match. The aggressive opener was India's
top-scorer in the finals of the 2007 World

T20 in South Africa and the 2011 ODI
World Cup, both of which the country
won. Gambhir made 58 Test appearances
for India, accumulating 4154 runs at an
average of 41.95. His 147 ODI games
fetched 5238 runs, while in 37 T20
Internationals, he scored 932 runs. He is
known for his outspoken views on political
issues as well, had a prolific first-class
career, which spanned 197 matches and
produced 15,041 runs.

Shaktikanta Das

He is a retired Indian Administrative
Service officer of Tamil Nadu cadre and
currently serving as the 25th governor of
the Reserve Bank of India, he was earlier a
member of the Fifteenth Finance
Commission of India and India's Sherpa to
the G20.
Das served in various positions for both
the Government of India and the
Government of Tamil Nadu, like as
Principal Secretary (Industries), Special
Commissioner
(Revenue),
Secretary
(Revenue), Secretary (Commercial Taxes),
the project director of Tamil Nadu State
AIDS Control Society and as the district
magistrate and collector of Dindigul and
Kancheepuram districts in the Tamil Nadu
government. During his tenure as Union
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Economic Affairs Secretary he was widely
regarded as one of the most powerful civil
servants in India

Science & Technology
100 new exoplanets discovered through
Kepler telescope

really caused by exoplanets is very
important, researchers said. The Kepler
space telescope experienced mechanical
trouble in 2013, which led to a successor
mission called K2. Astronomers around
the world are competing to confirm
exoplanets suggested by the K2 data.
Scientists at the University of Tokyo and
National Institutes of Natural Sciences in
Japan investigated 227 K2 exoplanet
candidates using other space telescopes
and ground-based telescopes. They
confirmed that 104 of them are really
exoplanets.

China launches its
broadband satellite

space

based

Scientists have discovered a cache over
100 new exoplanets using data from
NASA’s Kepler Space telescope as well as
ground-based observatories. The diverse
planets are expected to play a large role in
developing the research field of
exoplanets and life in the Universe.
Exoplanets, which revolve around stars
other than the Sun, have been actively
researched in recent years.

As part of its ambitious Hongyun project
China announced the successful launch of
its first communication satellite.

One of the reasons is the success of the
Kepler Space Telescope, which launched
in 2009 to search for exoplanets. If a
planet crosses in front of its parent star,
then the observed brightness of the star
drops by a small amount. The Kepler
Space
Telescope
detected
many
exoplanets using this method. However,
such dimming phenomena could be
caused by other reasons. Therefore,
confirmation that the phenomena are

The Hongyun project by the China
Aerospace Science and Industry Corp
(CASIC), is designed to build a space-based
communications network that would
eventually provide broadband internet
connectivity to users around the world. As
part of the project, CASIC announced on
Saturday that it had launched its first
communication satellite on a Long March
11 carrier rocket from the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Centre. China has touted
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the project as its effort to rival Google and
other international firms that have set up
their own space-based communications
network to provide fast internet
connectivity to users in the world's most
remote regions. Several top players in the
industry, including Google, SpaceX,
OneWeb, Telesat among others, are
currently operating such low-cost, highperformance satellite networks to provide
space-based communications and internet
services.
In a statement featured in China's state
run newspaper, China Daily, the company
said that the spacecraft has been "tasked
with verifying basic designs of Hongyun
satellite and demonstrating low-orbit
broadband
communications
technologies."

Govt approves Indian Human Spaceflight
initiative

Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has approved the
Gaganyaan
Programme
with
demonstration
of
Indian
Human
Spaceflight capability to low earth orbit
for a mission duration ranging from one
orbital period to a maximum of seven
days. A human rated GSLV Mk-lll will be
used to carry the orbital module which

will have necessary provisions for
sustaining a 3-member crew for the
duration of the mission. The necessary
infrastructure
for
crew
training,
realization of flight systems and ground
infrastructure will be established to
support the Gaganyaan Programme. ISRO
will collaborate extensively with National
agencies, laboratories, academia and
industry to accomplish the Gaganyaan
Programme objectives.
According to an official reports, the total
fund requirement for the Gaganyaan
Programme is within Rs.10,000 crore and
includes cost of technology development,
flight hardware realization and essential
infrastructure elements. Two unmanned
flights and one manned flight will be
undertaken as part of Gaganyaan
Programme. Gaganyaan Programme will
establish a broader framework for
collaboration between ISRO, academia,
industry, national agencies and other
scientific organizations. It This will allow
pooling in of diverse technological and
industrial capabilities and enable broader
participation in research opportunities
and technology development benefitting
large number of students and researchers.
The flight system realization will be
through Industry. It is expected to
generate employment and train human
resources in advanced technologies. It will
inspire large number of young students to
take up science and technology careers
for national development.
Gaganyaan Programme is a national effort
and will involve the participation of the
Industry, Academia and National Agencies
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spread across the length and breadth of
the country.

seventh flight of the rocket with Indianmade cryogenic engine.

ISRO launches GSAT 7A military satellite

ISRO launches its heaviest satellite from
French Guyana

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
has launched GSAT-7A, which is meant for
the exclusive use of the Indian Air Force at
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.
Dubbed as the "Indian Angry Bird", the
satellite will connect all IAF assets like
planes, air-borne early warning control
platforms and drones with each other and
ground stations, and work towards a
network-centric warfare capability. It will
also reduce the possibility of snooping and
leakage of information that's possible
while using satellites launched by foreign
operators.
After the launch, the elated chairman of
ISRO, Dr K Sivan, said: "In 35 days, this was
the 7th mission by ISRO... four Indian
made satellites have been launched and 3
rockets have been successfully launched
from Sriharikota." The upgraded GSLV Mk
II rocket "performed marvelously" he
added.
The 2,250-kg satellite is piggybacking on
the GSLV MK II (Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle) which is powered by an
indigenous cryogenic engine. This is the

GSAT-11, the heaviest satellite built by
Isro (Indian Space Research Organization),
was launched successfully. The satellite
was onboard Ariane-5 VA246, which
blasted off from Kourou Launch Zone in
French Guiana at 20:37 GMT. The 5,854kg satellite, almost double the biggest one
built or launched by Isro till date, was
launched aboard the European launch
vehicle Ariane 5 ECA.
The heavy-duty Ariane-5 vehicle was also
carrying GEO-KOMPSAT-2A for the Korea
Aerospace Research Institute (KARI).
Once this big bird is in the space and
starts
operations,
satellite-based
broadband will become a reality in India.
Besides, it will also significantly contribute
towards bridging the divide between
digital urban and rural India and will
enable the next generation application
such as in-flight connectivity, says Isro.
Currently, India has nearly 450 million
internet users.
GSAT-11 would play a vital role in
providing broadband services across the
www.civilserviceindia.com
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country and provide a platform to
demonstrate new generation applications,
Isro said.
“GSAT-11 will boost the broadband
connectivity to rural and inaccessible
Gram Panchayats in the country coming
under the Bharat Net Project, which is
part of Digital India Programme,” ISRO
Chairman Dr K Sivan said. The Bharat Net
Project aims to enhance the public
welfare schemes like e-banking, e-health,
e-governance among others.

Indian space programme and their
benefits to the common man. In his
opening remarks Dr Sivan said the SwS
aims at drawing inspiration and
motivation from young India. “All of you
with your boundless energy and endless
curiosity are going to be my biggest
source of inspiration and motivation. With
so many challenging on hand this year, I
thought it is important to seek the well
wishes of students who are the future of
this country,” Dr Sivan said.

ISRO Launches Samwad Scheme

Arts & Culture
Music museum
Thiruvaiyaru

to

be

set

up

in

As part of the enhanced outreach
programme of Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), a new platform
named “Samwad with Students” (SwS)
was launched in Bengaluru.
Through the SwS initiative, ISRO aims to
constantly engage youngsters across India
to capture their scientific temperament.
The new conversation mission will inspire
students cutting across schools and
colleges. The first SwS event saw 40 wards
and 10 teachers from select schools
interact with ISRO Chairman Dr K Sivan at
the Anthariksh Bhavan.
During the three-hour stay at ISRO HQ,
the students were first briefed about

The country’s first music museum will be
set up with assistance from the Central
Government in Thiruvaiyaru, Tamilnadu,
the birth place of Saint Tyagaraja, one of
the Trinity of Carnatic music.
The other two of the Trinity are
Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama Sastri.
This was announced by the State Minister
for Culture and Tamil Development Shri K
Pandiarajan in Madurai. The decision was
made to honour and bring back Carnatic
www.civilserviceindia.com
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music, which is sort of fading away in
today’s age.

to start walking from the next day but he
just didn't do it'

The Tyagaraja Aaradhana Music Festival
which is held annually in January in
Thiruvaiyaru attracts musical talents from
all over the world. Carnatic music, is a
system of music commonly associated
with South India, including the modern
Indian states of Andhra Pardesh,
Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil
nadu as well as Sri Lanka.

Best known for acting in popular films
such Mujhse Shaadi Karogi, Akhiyon Se
Goli Maare, Joru Ka Ghulam, Haseena
Maan Jaayegi, Aunty No. 1 and Judwaa,
Khan was living in Canada with Sarfaraz
and his daughter-in-law Shahista. He was
81.

Sahitya Akademi announces winners in
24 languages
Veteran Actor Kader Khan Passes away

Veteran Bollywood actor-director Kader
Khan passed away in Toronto, Canada.
Speaking to a news agency, Kader Khan's
son Sarfaraz said, 'My dad has left us. He
passed away on December 31 at 6 pm as
per Canadian time due to prolonged
illness. He slipped into coma in the
afternoon. He was in the hospital for 1617 weeks. The last rites will be performed
here in Canada only. We have our entire
family here and we live here so we are
doing it. We are thankful to everyone for
their blessings and prayers. The surgery
did not go wrong. It was just that my
father refused to get up after it. We were
told that he has to make an effort and try

Sahitya Akademi Award, Sahitya Akademi
Award 2018, Sahitya Akademi Award
literature, Anees Saleem in English, Rama
Kant Shukla in Sanskrit, Rajesh Kumar
Vyas in Rajasthani, Rahman Abbas in
Urdu, Lok Nath Upadhyay in Nepali, Chitra
Mughal in Hindi and S. Ramakrishnan in
Tamil, indian express, indian express news
The Sahitya Akademi award is among the
most
prestigious literary honours
bestowed on writers for their works
across genres and languages. (Source: File
Photo)
An extensive range of works representing
diversity
in
contemporary
Indian
literature, comprising seven collections of
poetry, six novels, six short story

www.civilserviceindia.com

58

collections, three works of literary
criticism and two collections of essays
were announced on Wednesday as the
winners of the prestigious Sahitya
Akademi Award 2018 in 24 languages.
The awards were recommended by jury
members in respective languages and
were then approved by the Executive
Board of India’s national academy of
letters under the chairmanship of
Akademi
President
Chandrashekhar
Kambar.
Winners include Anees Saleem in English,
Rama Kant Shukla in Sanskrit, Rajesh
Kumar Vyas in Rajasthani, Rahman Abbas
in Urdu, Lok Nath Upadhyay in Nepali,
Chitra Mughal in Hindi and S.
Ramakrishnan in Tamil. Akademi Secretary
K. Sreenivasarao said at a press
conference announcing the winners that
the books were selected on the basis of
recommendations made by a jury of three
members in each language in accordance
with the rules. The awards relate to books
first published during the five years
immediately preceding the year of award,
between January 1, 2012 and December
31, 2016. The awards, in the form of a
casket containing an engraved copperplaque, a shawl and a cheque of Rs 1 lakh,
will be presented to the authors at a
special function in January next year at
Kamani Auditorium, New Delhi. The
Sahitya Akademi award is among the most
prestigious literary honours bestowed on
writers for their works across genres and
languages. The Akademi also announced
its Bhasha Samman for the year 2017 and
2018. Yogendra Nath Sharma was
awarded the Bhasha Salman for the North

zone, G Venkatasubbiah for South zone,
Gajendra Nath Das for the Eastern zone;
and Shailaja Bapat for the Western zone.
The Akademi will also be hosting a
national seminar on Mahatma Gandhi in
January next year, tracing his presence in
the literary space.

Sports News
Belgium wins Hockey World Cup 2018
Title

Belgium has defeated former champions
the Netherlands in a thrilling summit clash
to win their maiden men's hockey World
Cup title at the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar.
Belgium created history by eking out a 3-2
win in the penalty shoot-out after the final
match of the game. It was a great day for
Belgium hockey as the country registered
its second biggest international title after
the Olympics silver in Rio in 2016. In the
last edition of the World Cup at The Hague
in Netherlands, Belgium had finished fifth.
Losing the final, the Netherlands had
failed to match Pakistan's record of a
fourth world title for the second
consecutive edition. It should be noted
www.civilserviceindia.com
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that they had finished runners-up to
Australia four years ago in front of their
home crowd. They won a World Cup title
way back in 1998 in Utrecht. Incidentally,
it was the Netherlands' second
consecutive match that went to shoot-out
in the tournament after their victory over
Australia in the semi-finals.

Joshna Chinappa wins National Squash
Women’s Singles Title 2018

Joshna Chinappa has won her 15th
women’s singles title at the National
Squash Championship that concluded in
Greater Noida.
Chinappa the flagbearers of Indian squash
for the past decade, were stretched in the
finals by Lakshya Ravendran and Mahesh
Mangaonkar respectively before getting
home in four games.
Top seed Chinappa, who had lost to Dipika
Pallikal in the final last year, regained the
trophy with a 11-6 8-11 11-2 11-4 victory
over
Lakshya
Ravendran.
Joshna
Chinappa, the World No 14 is now has
equalled Bhuvneshwari Kumari’s record of
16 national titles.
Chinappa’s main rival and longtime
teammate, Pallikal, had pulled out of the

tournament at last minute due to an ankle
strain.
It was the second year in a row that
squash nationals offered equal prize
money with eventual winners receiving Rs
1.5 lakh each. The total prize money of
the tournament was a little over Rs 11
lakh.

Smriti Mandhana named ICC women
player of the year

India’s Smriti Mandhana has been
awarded the prestigious Rachael HeyhoeFlint Award for the best player of the year
as well as the ODI Player of the Year at ICC
Women’s Awards.
The left-handed opening batswoman
Mandhana enjoyed a good year, helping
India win ODI series against England, as
well as series wins against Sri Lanka and
South Africa in both T20I and ODI formats.
The 22-year old won the award after
making 669 runs in a total of 12 ODI
matches for India in 2018, slamming seven
50s along with a century against South
Africa to average 66.90. Meanwhile, she
hit five fifties in the shortest format in the
year to become one of the only three to
amass over 600 runs at an impressive
strike-rate of 130.67.
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Speaking to reporters, she said, 'The
awards are pretty special because as a
player when you score runs, you want the
team to win, and then when you get
acknowledged for your performances
through these awards, it motivates you to
work harder and do well for your team.
The century I scored in South Africa (in
Kimberley) [135 off 129] was quite
satisfying and then I had good home
series against Australia and England.

Main Supplement
National Commission for Indian System
of Medicine Bill, 2018

The Cabinet has approved the draft
National Commission for Indian Systems
of Medicine (NCIM) Bill, 2018, which seeks
to replace the existing regulator Central
Council for Indian Medicine (CCIM) with a
new body to ensure transparency.
Salient features:
The draft bill provides for the constitution
of a National Commission with four
autonomous boards entrusted with
conducting overall education of Ayurveda,
under Board of Ayurveda and Unani,
Siddha &Sowarigpa under Board of

Unaini, Siddha and Sowarigpa. There are
two common Boards namely, Board of
assessment and rating to assess and grant
permission to educational institutions of
Indian systems of Medicine and Board of
ethics and registration of practitioners of
Indian systems of medicine to maintain
National Register and ethical issues
relating to practice under the National
Commission for Indian Medicine.
It also proposes a common entrance exam
and an exit exam, which all graduates will
have to clear to get practicing licenses.
Further, a teacher’s eligibility test has
been proposed in the Bill to assess the
standard of teachers before appointment
and promotions.
The draft bill is aimed at bringing reforms
in the medical education of Indian
medicine sector in lines with the National
Medical Commission proposed for setting
up for Allopathy system of medicine.
The proposed regulatory structure will
enable transparency and accountability
for protecting the interest of the general
public. The NCIM will promote availability
of affordable healthcare services in all
parts of the country.

Dam Safety Bill 2018
It will empower the dam safety
institutional set-ups in both the Centre
and States and will also help in
standardizing and improving dam safety
practices across the country. The Dam
Safety Bill, 2018 addresses all issues
concerning dam safety including regular
inspection of dams, Emergency Action
www.civilserviceindia.com
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Plan, comprehensive dam safety review,
adequate repair and maintenance funds
for dam safety, Instrumentation and
Safety Manuals. It lays the onus of dam
safety on the dam owner and provides for
penal provisions for commission and
omission of certain acts.

•
•

Institutional Framework
The institutional framework for dam
safety as provided under the dam safety
bill 2018 includes the following:

•

National Committee on Dam Safety(NCDS)
The Bill provides for constitution of a
National Committee on Dam Safety which
shall evolve dam safety policies and
recommend necessary regulations as may
be required for the purpose.

National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA)
•

•

•

•

The Bill provides for establishment
of National Dam Safety Authority
as a regulatory body which shall
discharge functions to implement
the
policy,
guidelines
and
standards for dam safety in the
country.
It shall maintain liaison with the
State Dam Safety Organisations
and the owners of dams for
standardisation of dam safety
related data and practices;
It shall provide the technical and
managerial assistance to the States
and
State
Dam
Safety
Organisations;
It shall maintain a national level
data-base of all dams in the

•

•

country and the records of major
dam failures;
It shall examine the cause of any
major dam failure;
It shall publish and update the
standard guidelines and check-lists
for the routine inspection and
detailed investigations of dams
and appurtenances;
It shall accord recognition or
accreditations to the organisations
that can be entrusted with the
works of investigation, design or
construction of new dams;
It will also look into unresolved
points of issue between the State
Dam Safety Organisation of two
states, or between the State Dam
Safety Organisation of a State and
the owner of a dam in that State,
for proper solution;
Further, in certain cases, such as
dams of one State falling under the
territory of another State, the
National Authority shall also
perform the role of State Dam
Safety
Organization
thereby
eliminating potential causes for
inter-state conflicts.

State Committee on Dam Safety (SCDS)
The Bill provides for constitution of a State
Committee on Dam Safety by State
Government. It will ensure proper
surveillance, inspection, operation and
maintenance of all specified dams in that
State and ensure their safe functioning. It
further provides that every State shall
establish
a
"State
Dam
Safety
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Organisation", which will be manned by
officers from the field dam safety
preferably from the areas of dam-designs,
hydro-mechanical engineering, hydrology,
geo-technical
investigation,
instrumentation and dam-rehabilitation.

•

State Dam Safety Organization (SDSO)

•
•

The Bill provides that every state having
specified number of dams will establish a
State Dam Safety Organization which will
be manned by officials with sufficient
experience in the field of dam safety.

•
•

•

Duties And Functions
The Bill lays down that all specified dams
will fall under jurisdiction of the SDSO of
the State in which the dam is situated; For
specified dams owned by CPSUs or where
a dam is extended in two or more states
or where a dam owned by one state is
situated in other state, NDSA shall be
construed as SDSO.
For all dams under their jurisdiction, the
State Dam Safety Organizations will be
required to

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Keep perpetual surveillance
Carry out inspections; and Monitor
the operation and maintenance.
Make such investigations & gather
such data as may be required.
Classify each dam as per
vulnerability
and
hazard
classification criteria laid down by
NCDS.

•

•

Maintain a Log Book/ Data-base
recording activities of surveillance/
inspection and important events.
Maintain records of major dam
incidents.
Render its advice to the concerned
dam owner on the safety or
remedial measures.
The dam owners are required to:Earmark sufficient funds for
maintenance & repairs, and to
implement the recommendations
of SDSO.
Compile
all
technical
documentations related to dam
safety, along with information on
resources/ facilities to be affected
by dam failure.
Have
state-of-the-art
data
management tools.
Individuals responsible for dam
safety to possess qualifications &
experience
specified
by
regulations,
and
undergo
adequate trainings
In case of construction or
alterations of dams:
Investigation,
design
&
construction has to be done by
recognised organizations.
Use of the relevant standard codes
and guidelines of the BIS.
Qualified,
experienced
and
competent engineers, as specified
by NCDS, for the purpose of
investigation,
design
&
construction.
Demonstration of safety of design,
operational
parameters
and
policies to NDSA/ SDSO for
approval.
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•
•

•

•
•
•

Undertaking of quality control
measures, as specified by NCDS.
Construction of new dam or
alteration/ enlargement of existing
dam only with the approval of the
Competent Authority.
Before initial filling of any
reservoir, the filling criteria &
initial filling plan, to be prepared.
Safety inspection by SDSO Before
initial filling.
Establishment of O&M setup with
adequate staff.
Ensuring a well documented O&M
Manual.

Safety Inspection & Data Collection
•

•

•

•

•

•

For each dam, owner has to
establish within his O&M setup a
‘dam safety unit’.
Dam owner to undertake, through
dam safety unit, pre-monsoon &
post-monsoon inspections of dam.
Special inspections during & after
floods, after earthquake, on sign of
distress/ unusual behaviour.
Engineers, as agreed by SDSO, to
be stationed at dam site
throughout monsoon period, and
during period of emergency
following earth-quake/ hazard.
For each dam, owner to have a
minimum
number
of
dam
instrumentations
installed;
maintain record of readings; and
forward analysis to SDSO.
Hydro-meteorological station at
each dam site.

•

Seismological station for dams
higher than 30m or falling in zone
III or above.

Emergency Action
Management
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

Plan

&

Disaster

Every owner in respect of each
dam to is required to
Establish
hydro-meteorological
network and inflow forecasting
system;
Establish an emergency flood
warning system;
Test periodically for the aptness of
above systems;
Make available information on
anticipated inflows, outflows,
flood warnings & adverse impacts
to authorities and public domain;
Render cooperation to NDSA in
running of early warning system.
Carry out risk assessment study at
interval as specified. First such
study within five years;
Prepare emergency action plan
within 5 years; and for new dams,
before the initial filling.
Emergency Action Plan to include
type of emergencies likely to
occur; likely flood in the event of
dam failure, along with probable
areas, population, structures and
installations likely to be affected;
Warning procedures, inundation
maps and advance preparations
for handling adverse situations to
avoid loss of human life;
Consultation/ cooperation with
DM agencies.
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Comprehensive Dam Safety Evaluation
The Bill provides for comprehensive safety
evaluation by independent panel of
expert. First CSE within 5 years, and
thereafter at regular intervals specified by
NCDS. CSE would be compulsory in case of
major modification to structure or design
criteria; discovery of unusual condition at
dam or reservoir rim; an extreme
hydrological or seismic event.

Offences And Penalties
•

•

•

•

•

The Bill provides for punishment /
penalty if the dam safety
provisions are not followed
If a person obstructs any
officer/employee or refuses to
comply with any direction of the
Central/ State Govt or NCDS/
NDSA/ SCDS/ SDSO, the action
would
be
punishable
with
imprisonment upto 1 year, or/ and
fine (2 years for loss of lives)
If offence by any department of
the Govt, the head of the
department deemed to be guilty if
offence committed with his
knowledge.
If offence by a company/body
corporate, every person in charge
of/responsible for conduct of
business of company, deemed to
be guilty.
No cognizance of offence except
on a complaint by Central/ State
Govt or NCDS/NDSA/SCDS/SDSO.

Flight and Maritime Connectivity Rules,
2018
The rules will come into force on the date
of their publication in the official gazette.
Under the rules, Indian and foreign
airlines and shipping companies operating
in the country can provide in-flight and
maritime voice and data services in
partnership with a licensed Indian telecom
operator through domestic and foreign
satellites after attaining permission from
the Department of Space.
The in-flight and maritime connectivity
(IFMC) can be provided using telecom
networks on ground as well as using
satellites.
With this, people will soon be able to
make calls and access internet through
their phones during air travel and ship
voyage within Indian territory.
The IFMC services will be activated once
the aircraft attains a minimum height of
3,000 metres in Indian airspace to avoid
interference with terrestrial mobile
networks.
The IFMC licences will be granted against
annual fee of Re 1 for a period of 10 years
and the permit holder will have to pay
licence fees and spectrum charges based
on revenue earned from providing
services.

Agriculture Export Policy, 2018
The Government has come out with a
policy to double farmers’ income by 2022.
Exports of agricultural products would
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play a pivotal role in achieving this goal. In
order to provide an impetus to
agricultural exports, the Government has
come out with a comprehensive
“Agriculture Export Policy” aimed at
doubling the agricultural exports and
integrating Indian farmers and agricultural
products with the global value chains. The
Agriculture Export Policy has the following
vision:

•

•

Consumer Protection Bill 2018

“Harness export potential of Indian
agriculture, through suitable policy
instruments, to make India global power
in agriculture and raise farmers’
income.”

•

Objectives of the Agriculture Export
Policy are as under:

•

•

•

•

•

To double agricultural exports
from present ~US$ 30+ Billion to
~US$ 60+ Billion by 2022 and reach
US$ 100 Billion in the next few
years thereafter, with a stable
trade policy regime.
To diversify our export basket,
destinations and boost high value
and value added agricultural
exports including focus on
perishables.
To promote novel, indigenous,
organic, ethnic, traditional and
non-traditional Agri products
exports.
To provide an institutional
mechanism for pursuing market
access, tackling barriers and deal
with sanitary and phyto-sanitary
issues.

To strive to double India’s share in
world agri exports by integrating
with global value chain at the
earliest.
Enable farmers to get benefit of
export opportunities in overseas
market.

•

•

The Bill replaces the Consumer
Protection Act, 1986. The Bill
enforces consumer rights, and
provides
a
mechanism
for
redressal of complaints regarding
defect in goods and deficiency in
services.
Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commissions will be set up at the
District, State and National levels
for
adjudicating
consumer
complaints.
Appeals from the
District and State Commissions will
be heard at the next level and
from the National Commission by
the Supreme Court.
The Bill sets up a Central
Consumer Protection Authority to
promote, protect and enforce
consumer rights as a class. It can
issue safety notices for goods and
services, order refunds, recall
goods and rule against misleading
advertisements.
If a consumer suffers an injury
from a defect in a good or a
deficiency in service, he may file a
claim of product liability against
the manufacturer, the seller, or
the service provider.
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•

•

The Bill defines contracts as
‘unfair’ if they significantly affect
the rights of consumers. It also
defines unfair and restrictive trade
practices.
The Bill establishes Consumer
Protection Councils at the district,
state and national levels to render
advise on consumer protection.

not specify whom the Councils will
advise. If the Councils advise the
government, it is unclear in what
capacity such advice will be given.

Quick and Quickly

Key Issues and Analysis
•

•

•

The Bill sets up the Consumer
Disputes Redressal Commissions as
quasi-judicial bodies to adjudicate
disputes. The Bill empowers the
central government to appoint
members to these Commissions.
The Bill does not specify that the
Commissions will comprise a
judicial member.
If the
Commissions were to have
members only from the executive,
the principal of separation of
powers may be violated.
The Bill empowers the central
government to appoint, remove
and prescribe conditions of service
for members of the District, State
and National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commissions. The Bill
leaves the composition of the
Commissions to the central
government. This could affect the
independence of these quasijudicial bodies.
Consumer Protection Councils will
be set up at the district, state, and
national level, as advisory bodies.
The State and National Councils
are headed by Ministers in-charge
of Consumer Affairs. The Bill does

Digital Sky Platform

Remotely Piloted Aerial Systems (RPAS),
popularly referred to as drones, are a
technology platform with wide-ranging
applications. In August 2018, India had
announced the release of its Civil Aviation
Regulations (CAR) to enable safe flying of
RPAS in India. The CAR detailed the
obligations of operators, remote pilots/
users and manufacturers/ OEM for safe
operations of RPAS and co-operative use
of airspace. It also announced Digital Sky
Platform, a first of its kind that
implements 'no permission, no take-off’
(NPNT) – a novel system of softwarebased self-enforcement to minimize
deviations from the CAR. The regulations
were to come in effect from December 1,
allowing the industry time to ready
themselves for the launch. Nano drones in
India can start flying legally from today.
For micro and above categories, operators
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and pilots are required to register on the
Digital Sky Portal.
The platform has begun accepting
registrations of users. Payments for
Unmanned Aerial Operator’s Permit
(UAOP) and Unique Identification
Numbers (UIN) will be accepted through
the Bharat Kosh (bharatkosh.gov.in)
portal.
To get permissions to fly, RPAS operators
or remote pilots will have to file a flight
plan. Flying in the ‘green zones’ will
require only intimation of the time and
location of the flights via the portal or the
app. Permissions will be required for flying
in ‘yellow zones’ and flights will not be
allowed in the ‘red zones’. The location of
these zones will be announced soon.
Permission, if granted, will be available
digitally on the portal.
If an RPAS does not have permission to fly,
it will not be allowed to take-off under the
policy
of
NoPermission-No-Takeoff
(NPNT). This aspect of the portal is
expected to be live soon. Existing drone
operators are requested to contact their
manufacturers
for
NPNT-compliant
firmware upgrades & Equipment Type
Approvals (ETA) from WPC Wing of DoT.
Potential drone owners are required to
buy NPNT-compliant RPAS. A point of
contact in the WPC is available on the
Digital Sky Website DGCA has released a
list of Frequently Asked Questions as well
as a list of Do’s & Don’ts for safe flying.

Coastal Regulation Zone Notification

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has framed a
new draft Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ)
Notification, 2018. The draft notification
has been uploaded on the Ministry’s
website on April 18, 2018. Comments
have been sought from the public within
60 days of the uploading of the draft
Notification. The salient features of the
draft CRZ Notification, 2018 and changes
with respect to CRZ Notification, 2011, are
as under:- i)
The High Tide Line (HTL)
has been demarcated by the National
Centre
for
Sustainable
Coastal
Management (NCSCM) and shall be
reckoned as a universal standard for the
HTL for all regulatory purposes under the
CRZ Notification, 2018. (ii)
Hazard line
mapping has also been carried out by
Survey of India. The Hazard Line has,
however, been delinked from the CRZ
regulatory regime and shall be used only
as a tool for Disaster Management and
planning of adaptive and mitigation
measures. (iii)
CRZ limits on land along
the tidal influenced water bodies has been
proposed to be reduced from 100 meters
or the width of the creek, whichever is
less, to 50 meters or the width of the
creek, whichever is less. (iv)
A No
Development Zone (NDZ) of 20 meters has
been proposed to be stipulated for all
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Islands close to the main land coast and
for all Backwater Islands in the main land.
(v)
For CRZ-III areas, two separate
categories have been proposed viz.: CRZIII A – Densely populated rural areas with
a population density of 2161 per square
kilometre as per 2011 Census. Such areas
shall have an NDZ of 50 meters from the
HTL as against 200 meters from the HTL
stipulated in the CRZ Notification, 2011.
CRZ-III B – Rural areas with population
density of below 2161 per square
kilometre as per 2011 Census. Such areas
shall continue to have an NDZ of 200
meters from the HTL.

General Studies
Role of Women
Organization

and

Women's

Role of Women
Historical data signified that women have
many role in civilisation since ancient time
and these roles are changing over the
period. In a society, status of people can
be assessed by importance of women in
that culture. Many factors that rationalise
the magnitude of India's ancient culture is
the respectable place granted to women.
Several
research
studies
have
demonstrated that women have raised
their position and made a place in
different sectors which has led to
liberation and to live better life. In ancient
culture, women had to suffer from
unequal condition, and but as the time
passed, females had enhanced their status

to get equality to the men (Christina S.
Handayani, Ardhian Novianto, 2004).
Earlier, women were only allowed for
doing domestic activity and their
contribution in public was very restricted.
It entails that the political sector was only
for male communities and the women
were concern to the private sector. This
notion is the basic understanding of
classic feminist theory which wants that
women get the equal condition comparing
to men (Ann Brooks, 2009). The status of
women in India has been subjected to
many great changes over the past
decades. From equal status with men in
ancient times through the low points of
the medieval period, to the promotion of
equal rights by many reformers, the
history of women in India has been
exciting. In contemporary India, women
have joined high offices. However, women
in India generally are still exposed to
numerous social issues. According to a
global study conducted by Thomson
Reuters, India is the "fourth most unsafe
country" in the world for women.
According to Christina S. Handayani and
Ardhian Novianto (2004), females only
work in western countries and their role in
Asian countries in public-private is not
limited like in western countries. It is
established in studies that Women are
important in our society. Every woman
has her own job or duty in this modern
society in which men are still dominant. A
woman has to take care of her own
personal life and if she is a mother, she
has to take care also about her children's
life too. Married women have lots of
worries and they carry out a more
stressful life than married men.
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Many studies have indicated that
physiologically women are not equal to
men and both are also dissimilar
psychologically. But there is not much
difference between women and men in
the normal activities like eating, drinking,
working, sleeping, resting and speaking.
But
women
have
physical
and
physiological differences based on their
functions like child-bearing and childrearing. It is well established in theoretical
studies that women and men react
differently when they groom their
children. Both women and men do what
they have learnt during their childhood as
far as their reactions to various situations
in their life.

Women in India
The status of women in India has
undergone drastic changes over a Past
few millennia. In ancient time, the Indian
women were completely devoted to their
families. In the Medieval period, known as
'Dark Age', the status of women was
declined considerably. They were not
allowed to go out, and move with others.
They were asked to stay at home and take
care of their children. In India, early
marriage of a girl was practiced. After
Independence women came forward in all
the sectors and there is remarkable
changes in the status of women in the
field of education, Art and Culture. A
historical viewpoint to the complexities,
India continues to face from time to time
since Independence. But the status of
women in contemporary India is a sort of
inconsistency.

Role of Women in Prehistoric Time
Indus valley civilization: During the period
of Indus valley civilization, status of
women were fairly good. They were given
equal honour along as men in the culture.
The adoration of mother goddess
demonstrates that they were respected in
the form of mother. During Rig Vedic
period, woman had superior status and
they got more liberty and equality with
men. The position of wife was a privileged
one in the household and women had
enhanced status to that of a man in
performing religious rites. In education
sphere, both boys and girls were having
equal opportunities. After observing
Upanayana Samskar, girls were permitted
to spend their life in Gurukul. In
intellectual and spiritual life they occupied
a position as man. Education of girls were
considered as an important qualification
for marriage.

In Uttar Vedic Period: In this period,
freedom of marriage continued and
remarriage of widows continued to be
allowed. Though dowry system continued
but not in the form of today's society. The
marriage ceremony was the same as in
the previous period. As in the previous
period the picture of an ideal family life
continued.

The Age of the Upanishads
Age of Sutras and Epics: The Grihya-sutras
give comprehensive rules concerning the
proper
seasons
for
marriage,
qualifications of bride and bridegroom.
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The bride is at a mature age, over 15 or
16. The elaborate rites indicate that
marriage was a holy bond and not a
contract. The women held a respectable
status in the household. She was
permissible to sing, dance and enjoy life.
Sati was not generally predominant.
Widow Remarriage was permissible under
certain circumstances. On the whole the
Dharma-sutras take a more humane
attitude than the Smritis of a later age.
The Apastamba enforces several penalties
on a husband who unfairly forsakes his
wife. On the other hand, a wife who
forsakes her husband has to only perform
self-punishment. In case a matured girl
was not married at a proper time by her
father, she could choose her husband
after three years of waiting. The appealing
feature of this period is the presence of
women teachers, many of whom
possessed highest spiritual knowledge.
The famous dialogue between Yajnavalkya
and his wife Maitreyi and Gargi
Vachaknavi indicated how enlightened the
women of that age were. According to the
Sarvanukramanika, there were as many as
20 women among the authors of the Rig
Veda. These stories stand in contrast to
the later age when the study of Vedic
literature was prohibited to women under
the most severe penalty.

In The Age 600 BC to 320 AD
In this period, marriage between the same
caste was preferred although inter caste
marriages were widespread. Of the eight
forms of marriage prescribed by the
Dharma-sutras, the Arhsa form of

marriage was most popular. The
bridegroom was selected by the girl's
father. According to Nearchus the Indians
"marry without giving or taking dowries
but the girls, as soon as they are
marriageable, are brought forward by
their fathers and exposed in public, to be
selected by a person who outclasses in
some form of physical exercise". This
designated a modified form of
Svayamvara. While girls continued to be
married around 16, there was a
propensity to marry them before they
attained puberty. It was perhaps due to
the anxiety to maintain their body purity.
Lowering of the marriage age affected
their education and culture unfavourably.
After Extreme emphasis was now laid on
the physical chastity of women which
dejected widow remarriage, divorce and
encouragement of sati.
It was also found that females during this
period were active in such public
economic activities as wage-labour in
state-owned textile factories as well as
serving as temple dancers, courtesans,
and court attendants. There is less
information on lower class women other
than some comments on labouring
women and the need to give works as
spinners to such underprivileged women
as widows and "defective girls."
In the beginning of this period, there were
well educated women holding an
honourable position in society and
household. There were lifetime students
of sacred texts or those who followed
their study till marriage. Buddhist and Jain
nuns relinquished the world for the sake
of spiritual salvation. Jain texts refer to
www.civilserviceindia.com
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Jayanti who performed discussions with
Mahavira himself and later on became a
nun.
In spite of the advancement, there were
increasing infirmities. Earlier the girls
went through the Upanayana ceremony
but now it was only a formality. Manu laid
down that marriage was equal to
Upanayana while Yajnavalkya took the
step of prohibiting Upanayana ceremony
for girls. The wife who performed Vedic
sacrifices was denied the right to do so.
Narada is however, more thoughtful
towards women. Greek writers have
indicated that sati existed, was in trend in
Punjab, possibly confined to the fighter
class only. Women courtesans were not
looked down by spiritual leaders or kings.
Some of them were highly accomplished
and in the point of culture, standing
resembled the Hetairai of Athens. A
famous courtesan Amrapali who lived
during the sovereignty of Bimbisara (300
to 273 BC) was a beauty whom Buddha
visited.
Chandragupta Maurya, the originator of
the dynasty, was apparently assisted by
Kautilya, a Brahman prime minister, who
composed the Arthasastra, a handbook of
state craft which is often compared to
Machiavelli's The Prince. This collection
documents that women had property
rights to the Stridhan, which was the gift
made to a woman at the time of her
marriage by her parents and subsequently
increased by her husband. Stridhan was
generally in the form of jewellery, which
many cultural groups was a suitable way
of carrying extra wealth, but could include
certain rights to immovable property.

There were eight forms of marriage. They
ranged from the most significant,
involving the gift of a virgin daughter
(Kanyadan) by her father to another male,
to marriage by kidnapping while the
woman is incapacitated through sleep or
intoxication. Marriage was both a secular
and sacred institution. Widows had a right
of remarry. Although, when they did so,
they lost rights to any property inbred
from their deceased husbands. In this
period, women were allowed to
participate in public economic activities as
wage-labour in state-owned factories as
well as serving as temple dancers,
courtesans.

Period of 320 to 750 A D
The Gupta Empire was observed as the
classical age of Indian culture because of
its legendary and artistic happenings.
Some information on roles for leading
women comes from the Kama Sutra, a
manual about the many ways to acquire
pleasure, a legitimate goal for Hindu men
in the householder, or second stage, of
their lives. Women were allowed to be
educated, to give and to receive sexual
pleasure, and to be faithful wives. There
was an increasing tendency to lower the
marriageable age of girls with girls being
married before or after puberty. Marriage
within the same caste was preferred but
forbidden within certain degrees of
relationship. Girls of high families had
ample opportunities for acquiring ability
in higher learning. In Vatsyayana's
Kamasutra, instances of princess are
mentioned whose intellect was sharpened
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by knowledge of the Sasatras. The literary
evidence of the Gupta age demonstrates
that girls of high class also those living in
hermitages read works on ancient history
& legend. Girls living in royal courts were
trained in singing & dancing too.
In the Gupta period, Sati was inscribed by
some but strongly criticised by others. It
was thought that the custom was not
extensively prevalent during this period.
Probably due to the foreign invasions and
its significances for women, the custom of
sati, though confined to the warrior class
earlier began to gain pervasive
acceptance, be perceived as a great
sacrifice. The tendency to regard women
as feebler and not of strong moral fibre
got stronger during this period although
women as mother, sister continued to be
highly esteemed. Remarriage of widows
though coming into disfavour was not
forbidden. The only direction in which the
position of women improved was in the
arena of proprietary rights. During this
period, society began to discourage
widow remarriages, there began to arise a
class of childless widows who needed
money to maintain themselves. Due to a
lowering of the age of marriage, girls were
not literate as earlier. This degraded the
status of women. Brides being too young
and they did not have any choice in
marriage decisions. Love marriages were a
thing of the past. During this period,
marriage became a binding union, but it
was one sided in favour of the husband.
Since women were not as educated as
before they did not know how to lead life
in right way. The most striking
modifications may be the increased
recognition in Katyayana of the women's

right to property and a noteworthy rule in
Atri that allowed women ill-treated by
robbers to recuperate her social status.
Some women enjoyed political power e.g.
Prabhavati-gupta, daughter of Chandragupta II who ruled the Vakataka kingdom
on behalf of her son, in the 4th century
a.d.
Available
Exisitng
literature
designated that married women in higher
families did not usually appear in public
without coverings.

Women in Early medieval Period
In this period as in previous time, women
were generally considered mentally substandard. Their responsibility was to obey
their husband blindly. Women continued
to be deprived of the right to study the
Vedas. Furthermore, the eligible age for
girls to marriage was lowered, thus
depriving their opportunities to get higher
education. However, from some of the
dramatic works of the period, it was found
the court ladies and even the queen's
maids capable of composing excellent
Sanskrit and prakrit verses. Daughters of
high administrators, courtesans and
concubines were also supposed to be
highly skilled in the various arts, including
poetry.
If a girl's guardian cannot find her a match
before she becomes of marriageable age,
then she can choose her partner. While
love marriages were known they were
honoured after approval of the girl's
custodians. Sometimes, girls with the
approval of their parents opted for a
Svayamvara ceremony. Remarriage was
allowed under certain condition when the
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husband had deserted or died, or adopted
the life of a recluse, or was impotent or
had become an out caste.
In general, women were mistrusted. They
were kept in privacy and their life was
governed by the male relation, father,
brother, husband, son. However, within
the home they were given privileged. If a
husband abandoned even a guilty-wife,
she was to be given maintenance. With
the evolution of property rights in land,
the property right of women also
increased. In order to preserve the
property of a family, women were given
the right to inherit the property of their
male relations. With some reservation, a
widow was permitted to the entire estate
of her husband if he died sonless.
Daughters also had the right to succeed to
the properties of a widow. Thus, the
growth of feudal society supported the
concept of private property. The practice
of sati was made mandatory by few
authors, but predestined by others.
Purdah was not dominant during this
period. Generally, their culture was high

Women in medieval India
Medieval Indian history continued for 500
years. It is principally dominated by
Muslim rulers. Muslim appeared in India
as a warrior class. Their rule in India is
divided into two Eras; The Era of Delhi
Sultanate and the Mughal Era. The only
women who has power and gained the
thrown of Delhi was Razia Sultan. She was
not only a wise monarch but also a
women of determined courage. She
proved herself as the role of model for

politically empowered women in India. In
Mughal Period, India saw the rise of some
renowned Muslim women. Qutluq Nigar
Khanm Babar's mother gave wise advice
to her son Babar, during his difficult
campaign for the recovery of his father's
heritage. Another example was Gulbadan
Begum, women of excellent poetic talent
who wrote Humayun-namah. Nur Jahan
and Jahan Ara took an active part in the
state affairs. Nurjahan was the greatest
Muslim queen of India. She had good
persona and military courage. Mumtaj
Mahal a princess of an exceptional beauty
along with excellent intellectual talents
and aesthetic tastes. In India, there was
also heroic women. Chandbibi, who
appeared on the battlements of the fort
of Ahmednagar dressed in male outfit and
put heart in the protectors of that town
against the influences of Akbar himself;
Tara Bai, the Maharata heroine who was
the life and soul of Maharata resistance
during the last determined attack of
Aurangazeb;
Mangammal,
whose
benevolent rule is still a green memory in
the South, and Ahalya Bai Holkar, to
whose administrative mastermind Sir John
Malcolm has paid magnificent honour.
The Moghul princesses had vital role in
the court life of Agra and Delhi. Jehanara,
the partisan of Dara Shikoh, Roshanara,
the partisan of Aurangazeb, Zebunnissa,
the daughter of Aurangazeb, whose
poems have come down to us and others
represented the culture of the court. Jija
Bai, the mother of Shivaji, was more
representative of Indian womanhood than
the bejewelled princesses who wrote
poetry, played within the walls of their
palaces or administered states. In the
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medieval period, there were drastic
changes in the social life of women.
Dependence of women on their husbands
or other male relatives was a protuberant
feature of this period. During this period
women were deprived of opportunities of
any education, having lost the access to
Streedhana or dowry, they virtually
became the subjugated class with
dreadful results for themselves and the
nation. Indian women were politically,
socially and economically indolent except
for those engaged in farming and
weaving. Political demotion includes the
barring of women from all important
decision- making processes. With the
initiation of Muslims in India, the social
movement of Indian women was limited.
They were banned to attend public
functions and were not free to partake as
men's equals in religious functions like
yajnas, obviously indicating a deprivation
of her role as she was kept in isolation.
Another social malevolent that existed in
society during this period was child
marriage. These pre-pubescent marriages
harmfully affected the health of the girls.
These child brides were deprived of all
intellectual, physical and spiritual
development. It virtually stabbed the
delicate mind of Indian girl child. Her selfimage was wavering into shreds by the
patriarchal family which repudiated her
basic freedom. Indian womanhood was
cruelly locked. Likewise, most of the
women thought that they have to serve at
home. Thus they were influenced by
circumstances
to
accept
their
subordination and secondary position.
Men being providers, women became
dependent on them economically, for

their survival except for the labour
classes, where both men and women
contributed in existence farming and
other occupations.

Other social evils in this period were
female infanticide, sati, child marriages,
Purdah system or zenana. The seclusion of
women developed during the middle
ages, due to the political instability of
Northern India, particularly due to various
assaults. Muslims who came to India were
mainly soldiers and they did not give
much importance to Hindu principles like
chastity and Pativrata dharma so the
seclusion of women was fortified mainly
by the Rajputs and the other high castes
like Brahmins. Polygamy was the first
reason which contributed to the demotion
of women. Muslim rulers in India had big
aim. Thus women came to be regarded as
tools of sensual satisfaction. Even among
the Hindus, there was no limit for wives a
man could take. Marriage in Islam is a
contract. But a Muslim man can have as
many as four wives. Thus even religion
encouraged, there was the hopeless
subservience of women. Islam also made
husband the head of the family and
insisted that a wife should follow all his
commands and should serve him with
greatest loyalty, whether he deserved for
it or not.
Purdah gained acceptance with the
advent of the Muslims. The purdah
system existed among Kshatriyas in the
period of Dharma Sastras. But the Hindu
women veiled only their face or
sometimes only covered their heads with
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sarees or "dupattas." But for Muslims it
meant complete covering. Dowry system
was also prevalent during this period. It
actually meant "Stridhana" which included
gifts, ornaments, property, and cash
presented to her by her father or her
relatives. But in the medieval period, the
term had special importance. It meant
money or "Dakshina" which was actually
presented to the bride groom along with
the bride. In Vedic times, it guaranteed
security for her. But during the middleages, women was not free to use it as it
was owned by her husband and his kith
and kin. During the middle Ages, the term
"Stridhana" acquired huge magnitudes.
The Hindus and Muslims favoured this
custom of dowry. It could be paid in cash
or kind along with the bride. During the
Vedic ages, it was given to bride for her
security when a crisis occurs. She was free
to make use of this "Dhana". But the
middle Ages observed a sudden change.
The Stridhana received by the groom
belonged completely to the in-laws. The
bride did not have free access to this
wealth, which lawfully belonged to her.
Dowry system existed even among the
Muslims, especially among the Shias. With
time, dowry became a vital part of the
marriage ceremony. This in a way
contributed to female infanticide, as it
became a heavy burden on the poor. The
birth of girls became a frightening to the
majority of the population. Another
negative effect of the dowry system was
that there was degradation of the Indian
woman. She began to be regarded as
transportable and removable property by
her husband. Many law intellectuals and
upholders of religion in the medieval age

stated that it literally induced physical as
well as intellectual impairment on women
in medieval India.
In the medieval period, widow's condition
were more miserable. Inflexibility of caste
system deprived of them the right to
freedom and social movement. Inhuman
treatment was given to the widow. She
was forced to lead a life away from
sophisticated pleasures. A widow was also
isolated from society as well as family.
Another pre-requisite for a widow was
shaving the head. She was thus shamed
mercilessly by modern society. The
condition of the Muslim widow was
somewhat better owing to the fact that
she could marry after a certain gap of
time following her husband's death.
According to Jauha, there was the practice
of voluntary immolation by wives and
daughters of overpowered warriors, in
order to avoid capture and resulting
molestation by the opponent. The
practice was followed by the wives of
defeated Rajput rulers, who are known to
place a high premium on honour. The
medieval society of the time stimulated
"Sati" which referred as self-immolation
of the widow. It was thought that by
burning herself on the fire of her husband,
she proves her devotion. Even the child
widows were not safe from this grisly
ritual. According to Saroj Gulati "because
of the continuous wars, there were
chances of too many widows young and
old, and main issue was how to
accommodate them without getting
shame to the family or creating problems
for society." In this period, Sati was
considered as the best course though it
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was the nastiest crime committed on
Indian women as it was inhumane.

way for more egalitarian access to the
Divine.

Another heinous torture of women was
prostitution which became a recognised
institution. The Devadasi system which
was predominant among the Hindus and
the courtesans who ornamented the court
of Muslim rulers, dishonoured the status
of women in civilisation. Under the
Devadasi system, women were the brides
of gods. But they were supposed to amuse
kings, priests and even members of the
high classes. Actually, they were abused
by the existing male-dominated society.

The imagery of bhakti poetry is chastised
in the everyday, familiar language of
ordinary people. Women bhaktas wrote of
the obstacles of home, family tensions,
the absent husband, meaningless
household chores, and restrictions of
married life, including their status as
married women. In many cases, they
excluded traditional women's roles and
societal norms by leaving husbands and
homes altogether, choosing to become
wandering bhaktas; in some instances
they formed communities with other
poet-saints. Their new focus was sheer
devotion and worship of their Divine
Husbands.

Women in the Bhakti Movement
Bhakti movements which succeeded
during the medieval age gave rise to a
new course of man and women who cared
slightly for gender prejudice. The liberal
current, which to some extent extended
the prospect of women, was the Bhakti
movements,
the
medieval
saints'
movements. Female poet-saints also
played a significant role in the bhakti
movement at large. However, many of
these women had to fight for acceptance
within male dominated movement. Only
through demonstrations of their absolute
devotion to the Divine, their outstanding
poetry, and persistent insistence of their
spiritual
equality
with
their
contemporaries were these women
unwillingly acknowledged and accepted
within their ranks. Their struggle shows to
the strength of patriarchal values within
both society and within religious and
social movements attempting to pave the

While it is attractive to realise women's
participation within the bhakti movement
as a rebellion against the patriarchal
norms of the time, there is less evidence
to support this perspective. Women
bhaktas
were
simply
individuals
attempting to lead lives of devotion.
Staying largely within the patriarchal
philosophy that upheld the chaste and
dutiful wife as ideal, these women
transferred the object of their devotion
and their duties as the "lovers" or "wives"
to their Divine Lover or Husband.
However, that their poetry became an
important aspect of the bhakti movement.
Additionally, it would seem that with the
movement's northward advancement
(15th through 17th centuries), its radical
edge as it related to women's inclusion
was toughened. Women took part in the
movement's earlier development (6th to
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13th centuries). It is mainly male bhaktas
and saints that are today perceived as the
spokespersons for the movement in its
later manifestations. The poetry of
women bhaktas from this latter time
period is normally not revealing of a
rejection of societal customs in terms of
leaving family and homes in chase of
divine love. Instead, some of the later
poet-saints stayed within the limits of the
household while expounding on their
souls' journeys, their perpetual love for
the Divine, as well as their never-ending
search for fact.

Women in Modern India
Modern India denotes to the era form
1700 A.D. to 1947 A.D. In the back ground
of the intellectual disturbance of the 18th
and 19th century, there observed a
worldwide demand for establishing of
independent and democratic nationalist
societies which consistently emphasized
the fairness of women with men. Women
in modern India have been influenced by
the programs of modification and
upliftment which brought about a
fundamental change in their status. With
the numerous reform movements and a
steady change in the opinion of women in
society, there, a radical change in the
position of women in modern India was
seen. Before the British rule in India, the
life of women was rather domineering,
and they were subject to a continual
process of subjugation and social
domination. The women's youth was
spent in the preparation of marriage and
her whole life was dependent on the male

members of her family. Though a few
women became educated, got fame and
commanded armies but most were
deprived of men's opportunities to gain
knowledge, property and social position.

Status of women in India during the
British period:
If comparing with past records of women
status with contemporary life, it can be
said that there are important change in
the position of women. Numerous studies
of the English literature by a section of the
Indians which helped them to integrate
the western democratic and liberal
ideology, an philosophy successively
utilized by them to start social and
religious reform movements in India.
During the British rule, several changes
were made in the economic and social
structures of Indian society, and some
considerable progress was accomplished
in removal of inequalities between men
and women, in education, employment,
social rights. Earlier to this period, the
status of women was in gloomy state.
In the British period, women were given
opportunities for education. After the
Bhakti
Movement,
the
Christian
Missionaries took interest in the
education of the girls. The Hunter
Commission too highlighted on the need
for female education in 1882. The
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras institutions
did not permit the admission of girls till
1875. It was only after 1882 that girls
were permitted to go for higher
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education. Since then, there has been a
constant progress in the extent of
education among females. Though the
number of girls studying at various levels
was low, yet there has been a marked
increase in the number of female students
at every level from 1941 onwards. At the
end of the Nineteenth Century, women in
India suffered from infirmities like, childmarriage, practice of polygamy, sale of
girls for marriage purposes, severe
restrictions on widows, non-access to
education and restricting oneself to
domestic and child-bearing functions. The
Indian National Conference started in
1885 by Justice Ranade contained these
disabilities.
Renowned social reformer, Raja Ram
Mohun Roy, who contributed immensely
in getting the Sati system abolished,
raised voices against the child-marriage
and fought for the right of legacy for
women. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
propelled a movement for the right of
widows to re-marry and also begged for
educating women. Maharaja S. Rao, ruler
of Baroda State worked for deterrence of
child-marriages, Polygamy and getting the
rights of education to women, and the
right of re-marriage to widows. Other
eminent
personality
like
Swami
Vivekananda, Annie Besant, and Mahatma
Gandhi, Swami Dayanand Saraswati also
had interest in the social and political
rights of women. Gandhiji thought that,
women should labour under no legal
disability. He said that equal treatment
should be given to both boy and girl.
Indian woman are well-known in various
fields of life as politicians, orators,

lawyers, doctors, administrators and
diplomats. They are not only trusted with
work of responsibility but also they do in
their duties honestly and sincerely. In
modern time women are actively
participating in every field of life. Women
exercise their right to vote, contest for
Parliament
and
Assembly,
seek
appointment in public office and compete
in other spheres of life with men. This
demonstrates that women in India has got
more liberty and equality as compared to
earlier period. They have learned more
liberty to contribute in the affairs of the
country. They have been given impartiality
with men in making their future and
sharing responsibilities for themselves,
their family and their country.
It is a truth that women are intelligent,
devoted and efficient in work. In various
fields, they are now competing
successfully with men. There are many
women working in the Central Secretariat.
They are striving very hard to gain highest
efficiency and perfection in the
administrative work. Their honesty of
character is probably better than men.
Generally it was found that women are
less vulnerable to corruption in form of
bribery and favouritism. As a matter of
fact, they are progressively monopolising
the jobs of receptionists and airhostesses. Another job in which Indian
women are doing so well is that of
teachers. Women's contributions in
politics and social services have also been
significant. Lively example of Indira
Gandhi who excelled so brilliantly and
ecstatically in the expanse of India's
politics. She ruled this country for more
than a decade and took India winning out
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of Pakistan-war which resulted in the
historic creation of a new country,
Bangladesh. In the field of social service,
Indian women have also done outstanding
works. They have not only served the
cause of the suffering humanity but have
also brought highest successes for the
country, for example, Mother Teressa
who sacrificed whole life for welfare of
society. She brought the Nobel Prize for
India by her selfless services to the poor,
destitute and suffering people of our
country in particular and the deprived and
handicapped people of the world in
general.
It is well understood that the progress of a
nation depends upon the care and skill
with which mothers give their children.
The first and primary duty of Indian
women should, therefore, be to bring
forth noble generations of patriots,
warriors, scholars and statesmen. Since
child's education begins even in the womb
and the impressions are formed in the
mind of a child while in mothers arms in
which women play vital role (Tripathi,
1999).
There is no refuting of the fact that the
role of women in India is significant and
they contribute in success of nation.
Though they have to struggle against
many handicaps and social evils in the
male subjugated society. The Hindu Code
Bill has given the daughter and the son
equal share of the property. The Marriage
Act no longer regards woman as the
property of man. Marriage is now
considered to be a personal matter and if
a partner is disappointed she or he has
the right of divorce. In order to prove

themselves equal to the self-esteem and
status given to them in the Indian
Constitution they have to shake off the
restraints of slavery and fallacies. They
should help the government and the
society in eliminating the sins of dowry.

Women's organization in India
Women's Organisations emerged in India
as a result of the spread of education and
the establishment of the notion of the
new woman. There was an improved level
of communication among women which
made them aware of the different
problems that they faced and their rights
and accountabilities in society. This
awareness led to the upsurge of women's
organisations that fought for and signified
women's causes.

Pre-Independence:
An exclusive feature of the Indian
women's crusade is the fact that early
efforts at women's liberation were set in
motion by men. Social reformers such as
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Maharishi Karve
and
Swami
Dayanand
Saraswati
challenged the conventional subservience
of women, stimulated widow remarriage
and supported female education and
impartiality in matters of religion, among
other issues. Mahila mandals organised by
Hindu reformist organisations such as the
Arya Samaj and Brahmo Samaj
encouraged women to go out of the
boundaries of their homes and interact
with other members of society. Pandita
Ramabai, who was considered as one of
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the innovators of the feminist movement,
with the help of Justice Ranade
established the Arya Mahila Samaj in
1882. She envisioned creating a support
network for newly educated women
through weekly lectures and lessons at
homes, where women could learn and
gain confidence through interactions.
Women's auxiliaries of general reform
associations also served as a ground for
women to deliberate social issues, express
opinions and share experiences. The
Bharata Mahila Parishad of the National
Social Conference was the most
protruding among such opportunities.
Though the National Social Conference
was formed at the third meeting of the
Indian National Congress in 1887, the
Mahila Parishad was launched only in
1905.
These initiatives greatly influenced the
social status of women. Early attempts at
encouraging women to converse outside
their families and local committees thus,
stemmed from the broader social reform
movement and efforts to upgrade the
conditions of women.
But a major inadequacy of the movement
at this juncture was that it was essentially
exclusive in character. The reforms were
planned for restricted upper caste women
and did not take up the cause of the huge
masses of poor and working class women.
Also, male‐guided organisations still
perceived the household as the woman's
first priority and did not make efforts to
employ education as an instrument to
improve their contribution in society.

In the beginning of nineteenth century,
there was concerted efforts towards
education of women. Schools and
educational institutions promoting female
public education mushroomed across the
country.
The pre‐Independence period saw
women's issues related to the nationalist
agenda at various junctures. In this period,
major enhancement of women was in
terms of political participation of women,
calling for a redefinition of conventional
gender roles. Women began openly
demonstrating their opposition to foreign
control by supporting civil disobedience
actions and other forms of protest against
the British. Opportunities to organise and
participate in agitations gave women the
much‐needed confidence and a chance to
develop their leadership skills. Cutting
across communal and religious barriers,
women associated themselves with larger
problems of society and opposed
sectarian issues such as communal
electorates. Political awareness among
women grew, owing to a general
understanding that women's issues could
not be separated from the political
environment of the country. During this
period, the initial women's organisations
formed within the historical background
of the social reform movement and the
nationalist movement were as follows.
1. The Women's India Association
(WIA).
2. National Council of Women in
India (NCWI).
3. The All India Women's Conference
(AIWC) in 1917, 1925 and 1927
correspondingly.
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Each of these organisations emphasised
the importance of education in women's
progress.
The WIA, created by Margaret Cousins in
Madras, worked widely for the social and
educational emancipation of women.
Associated with the Theosophical Society,
it encouraged non‐sectarian religious
activity and did creditable work in
promoting literacy, setting up shelters for
widows and providing relief for disaster
victims.
Women in Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata
through networks developed during
World War I work, allied their associations
together and created the NCWI in 1925. A
national branch of the International
Council of Women, its most prominent
member was Mehribai Tata, who
aggressively campaigned against inert
charity and advised men to support
female education.
The most important of the women's
organisations of the time was the All India
Women's Conference. Though its initial
efforts were directed towards improving
female education, its scope later extended
to include a host of women's issues such
as women's franchise, inheritance rights.

Period of Post-Independence:
The Constitution of India enlisted in 1950
which permitted equal rights to men and
women. Rights such as the right to vote,
right to education, right to entry into
public service and political offices brought
in satisfaction among women's groups. In
this period, there was limited activity in

the area of women's rights. Many
women's organizations such as National
Federation of Indian Women (1954) the
Samajwadi Mahila Sabha (1559) were
formed to work for supporting the cause
of Indian women. Since the country was
facing a social, political crisis after the
British rule, many demands of the women
activists were not supported by the
Government. But during this period from
1945, the Indian women got an
opportunity
to
participate
in
confrontational politics.
In post-independent India, the women's
crusade was divided, as the common
opponent, foreign rule, was no longer
there. Some of the women leaders
formally joined the Indian National
Congress and took powerful position as
Ministers, Governors and Ambassadors.
Free India's Constitution gave universal
adult franchise and by the mid-fifties India
had fairly liberal laws concerning women.
Most of the demands of the women's
movement had been met and there
seemed few issues left to organize
around. Women's organizations now
observed that there was an issue of
implementation and consequently there
was a pause in the women's movement.
Women displeased with the status quo
joined struggles for the rural poor and
industrial working class such as the
Tebhaga movement in Bengal, the
Telangana movement in Andhra Pradesh
or the Naxalite movement. Shahada,
which acquired its name from the area in
which it occurred, in Dhulia district in
Maharashtra, was a tribal landless
labourers' movement against landlords.
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Women actively participated and led
demonstrations, developed and yelled
militant slogans and mobilized the
masses.
As
women's
belligerency
developed, gender based issues were
raised.
For the meantime in Ahmedabad the first
attempt at a women's trade union was
made with the establishment of the Self
Employed Women's Association (SEWA) at
the initiative of Ela Bhat in 1972. Major
objective was to improve the condition of
poor women who worked in the
unorganized sector by providing training,
technical aids and collective bargaining.
Based on Gandhian ideals, SEWA has been
a remarkable success.
The Nav Nirman movement, initially a
student's movement in Gujarat against
rising prices, black marketing and
dishonesty launched in 1974 was soon
joined by huge number of middle class
women. Their method of protest reached
from mass hunger strike, mock funerals
and prabhat pheris.
The 1970s and 1980s observed the
development of numerous women's
groups that took up issues such as dowry
deaths, bride burning, rape, and sati and
focused on violence against women. They
stressed the sexual coercion of women in
a way previous reform or feminist groups
had never done. They questioned the
patriarchal
assumptions
underlying
women's role in the family and society
based on the biological sex differences
implying a "natural" separation of human
activities by gender differentials, the
public political sphere being the male

domain and the private familial sphere as
that of the female which eventually
translates into a supremacy of male over
female. Some of the earliest selfgoverning women's groups were the
Progressive Organization of Women
(POW, Hyderabad), the Forum Against
Rape (now redefined as Forum Against
Oppression of Women), Stree Sangharsh
and Samata (Delhi). Among the first
campaigns that women's groups took up
was the struggle against rape in 1980.
The modified law was passed in 1983 after
heated debate with women's groups.
Since then, women's groups have lobbied
again to have the law further changed to
make it more severe and have also fought
for an implementation machinery to be
set up without which the law is less
effective than it was intended to be. The
POW in Hyderabad planned new and fresh
remonstrations against dowry. In the late
1970s, Delhi became the focus of the
movement against dowry and the violence
imposed on women in the marital home.
Groups which took up the campaign
included 'Stree Sangharsh' and 'Mahila
Dakshita Samiti'. Later, a joint front called
the 'Dahej Virodhi Chetna Mandal'
(organization for creating consciousness
against dowry) was made under which a
large number of organizations worked.
In 1975, the Lal Nishar Party structured a
joint women's conference which was well
attended by women in Pune in
Maharashtra. Similarly the communist
party in India in 1975 organized a National
Seminar which was attended by women in
Maharashtra. The famous women's
organisations which were established
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during this time are the Stree Mukhti
Sangkatana, the Stree Sangharsh and
Mahila Dakshata in Delhi. Vimochana in
Chennai,
Baijja
in
Maharashtra,
Pennurumai in Chennai. The Feminist
Network in English and Manushi in Hindi
were some of the first women's
newsletters and magazines to appear. The
issues that they raise are rape, wifebattering, divorce, maintenance and child
custody along with legislative reforms.
This progressive outlook is indeed a byproduct of the changing economic, social
and political climate in the country.
Therefore, the women's movement in
India after Independence struggle not only
struggled for liberation but also averred
the need for creating a non-class socialist
society where women can be completely
free from apprehension and violence. The
reverberations of changes, recurrent and
sporadic at the beginning, began to be
heard rather loudly from the middle of the
20th century.
Some women organizations such as the
Banga Mahila Samaj, and the Ladies
Theosophical Society functioned at local
levels to promote contemporary ideas for
women. These organizations deal with
issues like women's education, abolition
of social evils like purdah and Child
marriage, Hindu law reform, moral and
material progress of women, equality of
rights and opportunities. It can be
believed that, the Indian women's
movement worked for two goals.
1. Uplift of women.
2. Equal rights for both men and
women.

All the major political parties, the
Congress, BJP, CPI, CPI (M) have their
women's wings. The new women's groups
declare themselves to be feminist. They
are dispersed with no central organization
but they have built informal networks
among themselves. Their political
commitment is more leftist than liberal.

Currently there are
organizations of India:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.

many

women

All India Federation of Women
Lawyers
All India Women's Conference
Appan Samachar
Association
of
Theologically
Trained Women of India
Bharatiya Grameen Mahila Sangh
Bharatiya Mahila Bank
Confederation
of
Women
Entrepreneurs
Durga Vahini
Friends of Women's World Banking
Krantikari
Adivasi
Mahila
Sangathan

National alliance of women: The National
Alliance of Women (NAWO) is a national
web of women. It is affiliation or
membership is open to all liberal minded
women's groups and institutions, nongovernmental organizations, women
workers, women's unions, individuals and
others who share the principles,
objectives and values of NAWO, as
defined in the NAWO vision. Major
objective of this organization are:
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1. Strengthening and building new
initiatives, networks, forums etc.,
for protecting women's rights
2. Monitoring the Government of
India's
commitments,
implementing the Platform for
Action with special focus on the
eight point agenda discussed at
the Conference of Commitment,
CEDAW, the Human Rights and
other United Nations Convention.
3. Advocacy,
lobbying
and
campaigning on women related
issues.
4. Information Dissemination and
Documentation.
5. Solidarity and linkages with other
regional and global forums.
Another women organization in India is
Swadhina (Self-esteemed Women) which
was formed in 1986. It is principally a civil
society
organization
focused
on
Empowerment of women and Child
Development based on Sustainable
Development and Right Lively hood. At
Swadhina, it is believed that positive social
change has a direct effect on the lives of
women and that change is possible only
through an equal and spontaneous
participation of Women. Organization
members are active in five states across
the country in remote tribal districts of
Singbhums in Jharkhand, Purulia and West
Midnapur in West Bengal, Kanya Kumari
in Tamil Nadu, Mayurbhanj in Orissa and
East Champaran in Bihar.

Major projects of this organization are as
follows:
1 . Women's Empowerment Through:











Promoting
Grass-Root
level
Women's Organization
Fostering Functional Literacy,
Education & Social Awareness
generation
Augmenting
Participation
of
Women in Local Governance
Encouraging Women's Income
Generation & economic capacity
building
Strengthening
Women's
Participation in Agriculture & Food
Security support
Upholding Non-Violence & Social
Empowerment
Improving Family Health &
Nutrition

2 . Child Development Through:




Supporting Child Education
Promoting Sports & Games
Advancing Environment & Ecological awareness

All India Democratic Women's Association
is also dominant woman organization
which is an independent left oriented
women's organisation committed to
achieving democracy, equality and
women's emancipation. AIDWA members
are from all strata in society, regardless of
class, caste and community. It has an
organizational presence in 22 states in
India.
AIDWA was created in 1981 as a national
level mass organisation of women. AIDWA
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believes the liberation of women in India
requires fundamental systemic change. It
upholds secular values and challenges and
resists cultural practices demeaning to
women.
To summarize, women from earlier time
has significant role in shaping of
civilization. Historical data indicated that
though the struggle for women's rights is
long and hard, but currently, status of
women is enhanced and society
recognized their importance. It was
observed that after Independence, the
Indian women gained considerable
importance within their country in social
and political spheres. The women's
movement has a long way to go in its
struggle for bringing about new values, a
new ethics and a new democratic
affiliation. The objectives were to get
equality
based
on
gender,
job
opportunities, improving the existing laws
which gave women only partial justice,
and creating a society which did not
dominate women intellectually, physically
and emotionally. Even though the efforts
made by women activists and concerned
organization were slow in getting a real
break-through, despite the conservative
outlook of their counterparts, they thrived
in creating a focussed awareness among
middle-class and upper middle-class
women at large. Currently, Indian woman
is working throughout the country at high
post and virtually in all professions at
different positions. She is not only visible
as the top politician as seen above in
politics. Even as managers in industrial
firms, director of nationwide operating
banks, top bureaucrats, active members
of micro-credit groups or as independent

fashion designers. Government is going to
help women in every sphere of life in
society.
Numerous
programs
are
implement to empower women in India
(Tripathi, 1999).

Model Question Papers
1. With reference to National Skills
Development Corporation, which of the
following statements are correct ?
a) It was set up to address the need for
providing skilled manpower across various
industry sectors.
b) It was incorporated as a 'not for profit'
company.
c) to establish and operationalize skill
development institutes in all major
regions of the country.
d) Enhance, support and coordinate
private sector initiatives for skill
development through appropriate PublicPrivate Partnership.

w) a, b and d only
x) a and b only
y) b and c only
z) Above all
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2. Name the first ever Indian woman to
win an individual gold in shooting at the
2018 Asian Games ?

4. Name the person who was appointed
as the new Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir ?

a) Manik Batra

a) Tathagata Roy

b) Manu Bhaker

b) Baby Rani Maurya

c) Ankita Raina

c) Satya Pal Malik

d) Rahi Sarnobat

d) V K Sharma

w) a only

w) a only

x) b only

x) b only

y) c only

y) c only

z) d only

z) d only

3. Name the state government which has
decided to rename its city as 'Atal Nagar'
in memory of late Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee ?

5.
Name
the
state
government/governments
which
has/have announced wage compensation
scheme for pregnant women in tea
gardens ?

a) Bihar
b) Odisha
c) Uttar Pradesh
d) Chhattisgarh

a) Assam
b) Tamilnadu
c) Karnataka
d) Kerala

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

w) c only
x) a and b only
y) a and d only
z) a only
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6. Name the government body/bodies
which will be receiving the payment of
Productivity Linked Bonus ?
a) Indian Railways
b) Coal India

w) a only
x) b and d only
y) a, b and c only
z) a, b and d only

c) National Highways Authority of India
d) Steel Authority of India

w) a and b only
x) a only
y) c only
z) a and d only

8.
Which
of
the
following
organisation/organisations
have
developed
an
affordable
water
disinfection system 'OneerTM'?
a) IIT Madras
b) DRDO
c) CSIR
d) IIT Kharagpur

7. Which of the following statements
is/are correct regarding 'Geographical
Tag' ?
a) It is a sign used on products that have a
specific geographical origin and possess
qualities or a reputation that are due to
that origin.
b) The rights to geographical indications
(GI) are enforced by the application of
national legislation, typically in a court of
law.
c) It is a good or service as originating
from a particular company.
d) There is a clear link between the
product and its original place of
production.

w) a and b only
x) b only
y) a and d only
z) c only

9. Name the international fund which
was allocated USD 1 billion for tackling
climate change ?
a) Climate Change Fund
b) Green Climate Fund
c) Green Fund
d) Global Green Fund

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:
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w) a only
x) b only
y) c only

c) Geographical indications are typically
used for agricultural products, foodstuffs,
wine and spirit drinks, handicrafts, and
industrial products.

z) d only

d) They are protected in different
countries and regional systems through a
wide variety of approaches.

10. Which planet has been chosen by
European space agency for its first of
kind exploration ?

w) a, b and c only

a) Jupiter

y) a, b and d only

b) Venus

z) Above all

x) a and b only

c) Mercury
d) Uranus

12. Which of the following statements
is/are correct for 'University Grants
Commission (UGC)' ?

w) a only

a) UGC has the unique distinction of being
the only grant-giving agency in the
country.

x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

11. With reference to Geographical
Indication tag (GI), which of the following
are correct ?
a) It is a name or sign used on certain
products which corresponds to a specific
geographical location.
b) It enables those who have the right to
use the indication to prevent its use by a
third party.

b) It determines and maintains the
standards of teaching, examination and
research in universities.
c) Serves as a vital link between Union and
state governments and institutions of
higher learning.
d) It is a statutory body under Ministry of
Home Affairs.
Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

w) a, b and c only
x) a and b only
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y) a, b and d only
z) Above all

13. Name the person who was elected
new president of Georgia ?

d) Creation and operations of Sector Skill
Councils.

w) a, b and d only
x) a, b and c only

a) Salome Zurchishvili

y) a and c only

b) Giorgi Margvelashvili

z) Above all

c) Irakli Kobakhidze
d) Mikheil Saakashvili

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

14. With reference to National Skill
Development Corporation, which of the
following are correct ?

15. Name the business magnate who was
recently conferred with the highest
French Civilian Honour ?
a) NR Narayana Murthy
b) Azim Premji
c) N Ramadorai
d) Lakshmi Narayanan

w) a only
x) b only

a) Upgrade skills to international
standards through significant industry
involvement and develop necessary
frameworks for standards, curriculum.

y) c only

b) Participation in flagship programmes
like Make in India, Swachh Bharat,
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana etc.

16. Name the branch of IIT which
launched a smartphone based system to
detect adulteration in milk ?

c) Offer support to early-stage social
entrepreneurs working on innovative
business models to address gaps in the
skilling ecosystem.

a) IIT Madras

z) d only

b) IIT Bombay
c) IIT Hyderabad
d) IIT Kharagpur
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w) a only

y) c only

x) b only

z) d only

y) c only
z) d only

17. Name the state, which will be
housing the first National Institute of
Inter-faith Studies ?
a) Uttar Pradesh

19. Name the person who has been
elected as the President of Hockey India?
a) Tapan Kumar
b) Gyanendro Ningombam
c) Rajinder Singh
d) Mohd Mushtaque Ahmad

b) Karnataka
c) Mizoram
d) Punjab

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only

w) a only

z) d only

x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

18. Name the state, which will be setting
up its second biggest food park ?

20. Which city has launched India’s first
flood forecasting and early warning
system (FFEWS)?
a) Hyderabad
b) Mumbai

a) Rajasthan

c) Delhi

b) Maharashtra

d) Kolkata

c) Karnataka
d) Madhya Pradesh

w) a only
x) b only

w) a only

y) c only

x) b only

z) d only
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21. With reference to the 'National
Pension Scheme (NPS)' which of the
following are correct ?
a) It was developed to regulate pension
sector in the country.
b) NPS has been provided for all citizens of
the country including the unorganised
sector workers on voluntary basis.
c) It was originally launched for central
government employees.

d) The scheme is also open to college
students.The maximum age is 40 years.
Which among the following is not correct
?

w) a, b and c only
x) a and b only
y) c and d only
z) Above all

d) The NPS subscriber will be allotted a
unique Permanent Retirement Account
Number (PRAN) which remain for the rest
of subscriber's life.

23. Name the Inter Continental Ballistic
Missile which was successfully test fired
by India ?

w) a, b and c only

a) Agni-5

x) a and b only

b) Prithvi

y) c and d only

c) Agni-1

z) Above all

d) Nag

22. Consider the following statements in
respect of Atal Pension Yojana ?

w) a only

a) It is a government backed pension
scheme targeted at the unorganised
sector in India
b) It is associated and administered by the
Pension
Fund
Regulatory
and
Development Authority (PFRDA) Act.
c) The Government would also make a cocontribution of 50 % of the total
contribution, or Rs. 1000 per annum,
whichever is lower.

x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

24. Which principle among the following
is not part of Directive Principles of State
Policy ?
a) Men and women equally, have the
right to an adequate means of livelihood.
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(b) The ownership and control of the
material resources of the community are
so distributed as best to subserve the
common good.
(c) The operation of the economic system
results in the concentration of wealth and
means of production to the common
detriment.

26. Name the country which has signed
an agreement on currency swap with
India ?
a) Japan
b) Canada
c) Russia
d) UAE

(d) There is equal pay for equal work for
both men and women.
w) a only
w) a, b and c only

x) b only

x) a and b only

y) c only

y) c and d only

z) d only

z) c only

25. Name the person appointed as the
finance secretary of India ?

27. Mention the name of India's first
locomotive less train, which crossed the
180 kmph speed limit recently ?
a) Train 20

a) Ashok Lavasa
b) Train 18
b) Ajay Narayan Jha
c) Train 16
c) Hasmukh Adhia
d) Train 180
d) CK Mishra
w) a only
w) a only
x) b only
x) b only
y) c only
y) c only
z) d only
z) d only
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28. What is the amount of fund
annnounced by World Bank for Climate
Action Investment for 2021-25 ?

30. Name the union ministry associated
with Digital India programme ?

a) USD 100 billion

a) Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology

b) USD 200 billion

b) Ministry of Communications

c) USD 300 billion

c) Ministry of
Empowerment

d) USD 400 billion

Social

justice

and

d) Ministry of Home Affairs
w) a only
x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

29. India heaviest satellite GSAT 11 called
the big bird was launched by ISRO
belongs to which category ?
a) Remote Sensing
b) Earth Observation
c) Navigation System

31. With reference to cyberdost, recently
in the news, which of the following
statements is/are correct ?
a) To sensitize millions of social media
users having their accounts on Twitter on
prevention and protection against
cybercrimes.

d) Communication System

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

b) Cyber Dost is an initiative of the
Ministry of Home Affairs for spreading
awareness about cybercrimes.
c) The general public can also make use of
the twitter handle @CyberDost to register
complaints about cyber-crimes
d) A handbook for children above age 13
years has been produced as part of Cyber
Dost
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w) a, b and c only
x) b and d only
y) a and c only
z) Above all

32. With reference to the term 'Khelo
India', which of the statements is correct
?
a) Khelo India aims to introduce revive of
the sports culture in India at grass root
level.

b) It is used by global investors for the
investment decisions.
c) It includes
commodities.

all

kinds

prices

of

d) It measured the monthly rhythm of
price movement in the country.

w) a, b and c only
x) a and b only
y) b and c only
z) d only

b) Talented players will be provided
annual financial assistance of INR 5 lakh
per annum for 8 years.
c) Khelo India School Games is a part of
the Khelo India.

34. Which of the following statements
is/are correct ?

d) Khelo India is revamped National
Programme for development of sports.

a) The first hour of sitting in the Lok Sabha
is the Question Hour.

w) a, b and c only
x) b and d only
y) a and c only
z) Above all

33. With reference to Wholesale Price
Index (WPI), recently in the news, which
of the following statements is/are not
correct ?
a) It is used to provide estimates of
inflation at the wholesale transaction level
for the economy as a whole.

b) The hour immediately following the
Question Hour is popularly known as the
Zero Hour.
c) Lok Sabha’s proceedings are presided
over by the Speaker of the House.
d) In Lok Sabha, government bills are
introduced by Ministers and Private
Member Bills by any other MPs.

w) a, b and c only
x) a and b only
y) c and d only
z) Above all
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35. Which one of the following is not the
purpose of 'UDAAN' a scheme of the
government ?
a) It address the low enrolment of girl
students in prestigious engineering
institutions
b) It aims solve the gender based teaching
gap between school education &
engineering entrance examination.

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

37. Integral Coach Factory the
manufacturer of rail coaches in India, is
located in which city ?

c) Free of cost support to all students of
Classes XI and XII to prepare for
engineering entrance examination.

a) Vadodara

d) The selection of the students will be
based on merit.

c) Patna

b) Chennai

d) Mumbai
w) a and b only
x) b only
y) c only
z) a and d only

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only
z) d only

36. Name the indigenously designed
train, which recently breached the 180
kmph speed limit during test run in India
?
a) Train 180
b) Train 18
c) Train 20
d) Train 16

38. Which country is not among the G4
nations group whose primary aim is to
bid support for permanetn seat in UN
security council ?
a) China
b) Brazil
c) India
d) Germany
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w) a only

w) a only

x) b only

x) b only

y) c only

y) c only

z) d only

z) d only

39. Name the software application
launched by Railway Ministry to keep
track of punctuality of trains ?

41. With reference to NITI Aayog, which
of the following statements are correct ?

a) eDosti
b) eDrishti
c) eSewa
d) eTracker

a) It seeks to create a shared vision of
national development priorities sectors
and strategies.
b) To foster cooperative federalism
through structured support initiatives and
mechanisms with the States.
c) To develop mechanisms to formulate
credible plans at the village level.

w) a only
x) b only
y) c only

d) To enhance cooperative federalism by
fostering the involvement of State
Governments of India.

z) d only
w) a, b and c only
40. Name the state government which
has becomes the first state to launch
single emergency number 112 ?

x) b and d only
y) c and d only
z) Above all

a) Himachal Pradesh
b) Haryana
c) Madhya Pradesh
d) Rajasthan

42. Name the new head coach of Indian
National Women's cricket team ?
a) Ravi Shastri
b) WV Raman
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c) Venkatesh Prasad

c) Myanmar

d) Romesh Pawar

d) Pakistan

w) a only

w) a only

x) b only

x) b only

y) c only

y) c only

z) d only

z) d only

43. Digital India launched by
government of India pertains to

the

a) Ensuring the Government's services are
made available to citizens electronically by
improved online infrastructure.
b) Aims to offer the development of
secure and stable digital infrastructure.
c) Create opportunities for all citizens by
harnessing digital technologies.
d) National e-Governance Plan is a part of
e governance

45. Name the union ministry associated
with National Medical Devices Promotion
Council ?
a) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
c) Ministry of Finance
d) Ministry of
Empowerment

Social

Justice

and

w) a only
x) b only

w) a, b and c only

y) c only

x) b and d only

z) d only

y) c and d only
z) Above all

44. Name the country which recently
banned the use of Indian currency ?

46. With reference to Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs(CBIC), which
of the following are not correct ?
a) It national agency responsible for
dealing with Customs, GST, Central Excise.

a) Srilanka
b) Nepal
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b) It deals with the tasks of formulation of
policy concerning levy and collection of
Customs.

48. Name the native product from Odisha
which was given Geographical Indictions
(GI) tag ?

c) They also deal prevention of smuggling.

a) Kandhamal Haldi

d) CBIC is a part of Union Home Ministry.

b) Ikat
c) Pipli Applique Work

w) a and b only

d) Pattachitra

x) b and c only
y) c only

w) a only

z) d only

x) b only
y) c only

47. Name the person, who is appointed
as the new governor of Reserve Bank of
India ?

z) d only

b) Bimal Jalan

49. Name the state government which
has launched the toll free helpline for
domestic violence victims ?

c) Urjit Patel

a) Karnataka

d) Raghuram Rajan

b) Andhra Pradesh

a) Shaktikanta Das

c) Tamilnadu
w) a only

d) Kerala

x) b only
y) c only

w) a only

z) d only

x) b only
y) c only
z) d only
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50. With reference to currency swap,
which of the following statements are
correct ?
a) It is also referred as a cross currency
swap.
b) It involves exchange of interest and
sometimes of principal in one currency for
the same in another currency.
c) It is considered to be a foreign
exchange transaction.
d) This currency swap which is originally
done to get around exchange controls.

w) a, b and c only
x) b and d only
y) c and d only
z) Above all
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Answer Key
1.

z is the correct answer

26.

z is the correct answer

2.

z is the correct answer

27.

x is the correct answer

3.

z is the correct answer

28.

x is the correct answer

4.

y is the correct answer

29.

z is the correct answer

5.

z is the correct answer

30.

w is the correct answer

6.

x is the correct answer

31.

z is the correct answer

7.

z is the correct answer

32.

z is the correct answer

8.

z is the correct answer

33.

z is the correct answer

9.

x is the correct answer

34.

z is the correct answer

10.

y is the correct answer

35.

y is the correct answer

11.

z is the correct answer

36.

x is the correct answer

12.

y is the correct answer

37.

x is the correct answer

13.

w is the correct answer

38.

w is the correct answer

14.

z is the correct answer

39.

x is the correct answer

15.

x is the correct answer

40.

w is the correct answer

16.

w is the correct answer

41.

z is the correct answer

17.

z is the correct answer

42.

x is the correct answer

18.

w is the correct answer

43.

z is the correct answer

19.

z is the correct answer

44.

x is the correct answer

20.

z is the correct answer

45.

w is the correct answer

21.

z is the correct answer

46.

z is the correct answer

22.

z is the correct answer

47.

w is the correct answer

23.

w is the correct answer

48.

w is the correct answer

24.

z is the correct answer

49.

y is the correct answer

25.

x is the correct answer

50.

z is the correct answer
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